Dr.  Robert  Loewinger’s  Collection  of  Proof  Gold  Rarities  To 
Highlight  Heritage’s  F.U.N.  2007  Platinum  Night  Session 


A sensational  collection  of  American  Proof  gold  coin 
rarities,  many  the  finest  known  as  certified  by  NGC  and 
PCGS,  is  anchoring  Heritages  F.  U.N.  2007  Signature 
Coin  Auction.  Dr.  Loewinger  has  assembled  some 
absolutely  incredible  gold  coins.  Among  the  highlights 
are  his  complete  six-piece  1862  Proof  Set,  mostly 


certified  PR65  Deep  Cameo;  his  complete  (1908-1915) 
Indian  Quarter  Eagle  proofs,  certified  PR65  - PR68; 
and  his  complete  (1908-1914)  Indian  Half  Eagle 
proofs,  all  certified  PR67.  These  alone  are  quite  an 
accomplishment,  but  there  is  so  much  more! 


1862  G$1 

PR65  Deep  Cameo  NCC 

1862  $2.50 

PR65  Ultra  Cameo  NCC 


1862  $5 
PR64  Ultra  Cameo  NGC 


PR65  Ultra  Cameo  NGC 


1862  $20 

PR65  Ultra  Cameo  NCC 


1908  $2.50 
PR67  NCC 


1909  $2.50 
PR67  NCC 


1912  $2.50 
PR68  NCC 


1909  $5 
PR67  ★ NGC 


1910  $5 
PR67  ★ NCC 


1911  $5 
PR67  NCC 


1912  $5 
PR67  NCC 


1855  T2  $1 

PR66  Ultra  Cameo  NCC 


gglP^  1876  $3 

j(~  1875  $10  PR65  Ultra  Cameo  NGC 

PR65  Deep  Cameo 


1910  $10 
PR65  NCC 


1868  $20 

PR66  Cameo  NCC 


1836  $2  1/2 

PR66  Ultra  Cameo  NCC 


1834  $5 

PR63  Cameo  NGC 


PR66  Ultra  Cameo  NCC 


1887  $20 

PR65  Ultra  Cameo  NGC 


To  receive  a complimentary  book  or  catalog  of  your  choice,  register  online 
at  HA.com/ANS5505  or  call  866-835-3243  and  mention  reference  #ANS5505 
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Dear  Members  and  Friends, 

I am  writing  to  you  at  the  end  of  | 
another  successful  year  at  the  ANS.  It 
started  off  with  the  most  successful 
gala  event  the  ANS  has  ever  hosted. 
We  honored  ANS  Fellow  Dave 
Bowers,  whose  many  friends  and 
acquaintances  celebrated  with  him  at  a 
great  evening  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  in 
New  York.  The  event  raised  over  I 
$300,000,  which  has  greatly  helped  to 
support  our  programs  and  activities. 
Our  upcoming  gala  is  in  January,  at 
which  Chet  Krause  will  be  honored.  I 
am  particularly  delighted  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  ANS  chose  Chet 
Krause,  whose  publications  have  been 
of  such  value  to  so  many  people  all 
over  the  world.  I remember  vividly 
how  relieved  I once  was  in  the  British 
Museum  to  find  that  there  was  a 
Krause  Standard  Catalogue  of  World 
Coins,  when  I was  confronted  with 
some  completely  unfamiliar  coins  that 
had  been  handed  in  by  some  visitor  for 
identification.  And  little  did  I realize 
that  one  day  I would  meet  Mr.  Krause 
himself.  We  are  delighted  to  formally 
acknowledge  at  our  gala  event  his  con- 
tribution to  the  pursuits  of  coin  collect- 
ing and  numismatic  scholarship.  I hope 
many  of  you  will  join  us  at  this  happy 
event. 

Further  good  news  for  the  ANS  is  the 
appointment  of  Andrew  Meadows  to 
the  position  of  a second  Margaret 
Thompson  Curator  of  Greek  Coins.  He 
will  be  taking  up  his  appointment  on 
April  1 . He  has  been  working  as  Greek 
Curator  at  the  British  Museum  for  the 
last  eleven  years,  and  his  experience 
with  exhibition,  administration,  and  \ 
publication  will  be  an  invaluable  asset 
to  the  ANS.  With  this  appointment,  the 
ANS  is  continuing  to  build  a creative  j 
team  of  scholars  who  make  the  collec- 
tions of  the  ANS  available  to  a wider  ; 
audience.  We  are  continuing  our  ] 
search  for  more  funding  in  the  Roman 
and  Islamic  fields. 

In  the  last  three  months  we  have  been 
hosting  a number  of  successful  events, 
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which  were  all  made  available  to  mem- 
bers via  the  Internet.  We  hope  that 
more  people  will  take  these  opportuni- 
ties to  participate  in  ANS  events.  We 
are  also  pleased  to  announce  two  new 
publications,  both  of  which  have  just 
appeared.  One  is  the  long-awaited 
COAC  on  Caribbean  coins,  which  cov- 
ers, in  over  three  hundred  pages,  sever- 
al articles  by  specialists  in  this  field. 
The  other  is  a volume  in  honor  of  our 
Vice  President  Jack  Kroll,  which  pre- 
sents cutting-edge  research  by  some  of 
the  leading  scholars  in  ancient  Greek 
numismatics  and  economics. 

This  issue  of  the  ANS  Magazine  has  a 
fascinating  piece  by  ANS  Fellow  Ira 
Rezak,  which  “stars”  the  famous  1906 
fire  and  earthquake  in  San  Francisco. 
As  regular  readers  will  notice,  we  are 
receiving  more  submissions  from 
members  and  the  general  public.  I am 
also  most  grateful  to  Susan  and  David 
Tripp  for  their  kind  assistance  with  the 
article  on  the  Garrett  archives  and  col- 
lections. The  fascinating  photo  on  the 
front  cover  is  a rare  period  image  of  the 
famous  Sphinx  at  Giza,  with  the 
Garrett  brothers  standing  on  her  back! 
This  is  a historic  photo  with  an  unusu- 
al view,  and  we  are  very  proud  to  open 
this  issue  of  the  ANS  Magazine  with  it. 

I wish  all  our  readers  a very  Happy 
New  Year. 

Yours  truly, 
Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan 
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The  Position  of 
Cataloger  Filled 

The  Librarian  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  in  late  July  the  position 
of  Cataloger  was  filled  with  the  hir- 
ing of  Oleg  Medvedev.  Oleg,  who 
received  a master's  degree  from  the 
State  University  for  History  and 
Archives  (Moscow),  also  received  an 
advanced  degree  in  anthropology 
from  the  Professional  School  of 
Advanced 
Studies  (Paris). 
While  living  in 
France,  he  also 
attended  the 
University  of 
Nanterre,  where 
he  began  his 
professional 
training  as  a 
librarian,  and  he 
has  most  recently 
obtained  a master’s  degree  in  library 
science  from  the  Graduate  School  of 
Library  and  Information  Science, 
University  of  Illinois  (Urbana).  Oleg 
has  worked  previously  as  a cataloger 
in  the  Library  of  Musee  Guimet 
(Paris)  and  the  Interuniversity 
Library  of  Oriental  Languages 
(Paris),  specializing  in  the  cataloging 
of  Tibetan  materials.  He  has  also  per- 
formed cataloging  and  indexing  at 
the  Center  for  Research  Libraries 
(Chicago)  and  the  American 
Theological  Library  Association 
(Chicago).  His  languages  include 
native  Russian  and  French,  as  well  as 
English,  Spanish,  and  Italian. 


Andrew  Meadows  to 
Join  ANS  Staff 

In  April  2007,  Andrew  Meadows, 
curator  at  the  British  Museum,  will 
be  joining  the  staff  as  the  second 
Margaret  Thompson  Curator  of 
Ancient  Greek  Coins.  Meadows,  who 
expects  to  receive  his  Ph.D.  from 
Oxford  University  in  the  coming 
year,  has  a long  and  varied  publica- 
tion record,  which  includes  editing 
three  volumes  of  the  Sylloge 
Nummorum  Graecorum  series  and 
coediting  the  Royal  Numismatic 
Society’s  Coin  Hoards,  volume  9 and 
volume  10  (forthcoming).  He  has 
published  or  contributed  to  the  publi- 
cation of  eleven  Greek  and  Roman 
hoards  and  has  published  die-studies 
of  the  coinages  of  Thasos,  Cyzicus, 
Alexandria  Troas,  a royal 
Achaemenid  mint,  Miletus,  Samos, 
Cos,  Myndos,  Stratonikeia,  and  Side. 
He  is  now  preparing  similar  studies 
of  the  early  mints  of  Sidon  and  Tyre, 
as  well  as  full  study  of  the  coinage  of 
Alabanda.  Meadows  is  currently 
responsible  for  the  publication  of 
excavation  coins  from  three  sites  in 
Egypt,  the  east  harbor  of  Alexandria, 
Canopus,  and  Herakleion,  has  edited 
and  contributed  to  a collection  of 
essays  on  the  subject  of  money  use  in 
the  ancient  Greek  world,  and  is  also 
contributing  to  and  editing  a volume 
that  seeks  to  combine  the  latest 
numismatic  scholarship  with  new 
epigraphic  research  on  the  Athenian 
Standards  Decree. 

Once  he  is  settled,  Meadows  and 


Dr.  Peter  van  Alfen  plan  to  establish 
the  Center  for  Hellenic  Numismatic 
Studies  at  the  ANS,  which  is  intended 
to  be  the  foremost  research  center  for 
Greek  numismatics  and  the  ancient 
economy. 

Van  Alfen  and  Yetim 
Teaching  at  New 
York-Area  Universities 

For  the  spring  2007  semester.  Dr. 
Peter  van  Alfen  will  be  teaching  a 
course  at  New  York  University  enti- 
tled “Approaches  to  the  Ancient 
Economy,”  which  will  explore  the 
theoretical  and  material  bases  for  the 
study  of  ancient  economic  thought 
and  action.  Part  of  the  course  will 
introduce  students  to  numismatics 
and  offer  them  the  opportunity  to 
visit  the  ANS  and  see  its  holdings. 

ANS  Editor  Dr.  Miiserref  Yetim, 
who  recently  received  her  Ph.D.  in 
government  from  the  University  of 
Texas  at  Austin,  will  be  teaching 
“Introduction  to  International 
Relations”  at  the  City  University  of 
New  York  (CUNY),  Queens. 

Heath  and 

Wartenberg  Kagan  at 
Digital  Coins  Network 
Forum 

On  October  27  and  28,  Drs. 
Sebastian  Heath  and  Ute  Wartenberg 
Kagan  attended  a workshop  at  the 
British  Museum  focused  on  the  cre- 
ation of  shared  standards  for  numis- 
matic databases,  hosted  by  Andrew 
Meadows,  curator  of  Greek  coins, 


Oleg  Medvedev 
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and  Charlotte  Roueche,  professor  at 
Kings  College,  University  of 
London.  Curators  and  academics 
from  British  and  continental  institu- 
tions were  in  attendance  and  agreed 
to  establish  the  “Digital  Coins 
Network”  as  a forum  for  continuing 
discussion  and  action.  Further  infor- 
mation on  the  DCN  is  available  at 
http://www.finds.org.uk/DCN . 
Funding  for  the  workshop  and  for 
ongoing  activities  has  been  provided 
by  the  United  Kingdom’s  Arts  and 
Humanities  Research  Council. 

Stack's  Chosen  to  Sell 
101  Die  Duplicates  of 
United  States  Gold 
Coins  from  the  ANS 
Collection 

Stack’s  was  chosen  by  the  ANS 
Board  of  Trustees  at  its  meeting  on 
October  21,  2006,  to  be  the  auction- 
eer of  selections  of  United  States 
Gold  Coins  from  the  ANS  Collection. 
Featured  will  be  101  carefully  select- 
ed die  duplicates  representing  all  cir- 
culation-issue denominations,  from 
the  tiny  Gold  Dollar  to  the  Double 
Eagle  ($20  Gold),  as  well  as  com- 
memorative gold  coins,  including 
four  “slugs”  or  $50  gold  pieces. 

Stack’s  CEO  Lawrence  R.  Stack 
stated:  “We  were  elated  that  the  ANS 
has  entrusted  us  with  the  sale  of  these 
coins.  Having  auctioned  numismatic 
items  from  the  collections  of  count- 
less museums,  historical  societies, 
and  other  institutions  similar  to  the 
ANS,  we  know  that  such  decisions  to 
sell  are  heart-wrenching  for  the  insti- 
tutions involved.  Stack’s  will  ensure 
that  the  ANS  coins  get  the  treatment 
and  exposure  they  deserve  so  as  to 
maximize  the  benefit  to  the  Society. 
This  auction  will  be  a significant 
event  for  all  involved  and  represents 
Stack’s  dedication  to  the  continued 
success  of  the  ANS.” 

ANS  members  will  have  the  oppor- 


tunity to  kill  two  birds  with  one 
stone:  to  add  important  specimens  to 
their  collections  while  supporting  the 
growth  and  maintenance  of  the 
ANS’s  core  collections.  ANS 
Executive  Director  Ute  Wartenberg 
Kagan  stated:  “When  making  the 
selection  of  coins  to  deaccession,  we 
chose  only  die  duplicates  of  other 
coins  in  the  collection.  The  sale  of 
these  duplicates  will  go  far  in  endow- 
ing the  ANS  Collections  Fund,  which 
will  allow  generations  of  ANS 
administrations  to  expand  the  collec- 
tions in  poorly  represented  areas  and 
to  ensure  that  the  collections  are  well 
maintained  for  the  study  and  enjoy- 
ment of  current  and  future  genera- 
tions of  collectors  and  researchers.” 

The  auction  is  slated  for  the  after- 


noon of  January  1 1,  2007,  before  the 
annual  ANS  Gala  Dinner  honoring 
Chet  Krause  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel.  The  coins  will  be  available  for 
viewing  in  Stack’s  offices  by  appoint- 
ment or  during  the  scheduled  exhibi- 
tion times  in  January.  Printed  and 
online  versions  of  the  catalogue  will 
be  available  in  mid-December.  For 
more  information  about  this  auction, 
please  contact  Lawrence  R.  Stack, 
Christine  Karstedt,  or  Vicken 
Yegparian  at  Stack’s  (800-566-2580), 
or  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan  or  Juliette 
Pelletier  at  the  ANS  (212-571-4470 
x 1 3 1 1 ). 

ANS  Annual  Meeting 
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www.cngcoins.com 

OMG 

Classical  Numismatic  Group,  Inc. 

Auctions  • Fixed  Price  Lists  • Purchases  and  Sales 

United  States  Office:  Post  Office  Box  479,  Lancaster,  PA  17608-0479,  USA 
Tel:  717.390.9194  Fax:  717.390.9978 

London  Office:  14  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1S  4PR  UK 
Tel:  +44.20.7495.1888  Fax:  +44.20.7499.5916 

cng@cngcoins.com 
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American  Numismatic  Society  was 
held  at  the  Society  at  140  William 
Street,  New  York,  NY.  on  Saturday, 
October  21,  2006,  with  Mr.  Donald 
G.  Partrick,  President,  presiding. 
Approximately  fifty  members  includ- 
ing Fellows  and  Trustees  attended  the 
meeting,  which  was  followed  by  a 
reception  in  the  ground-floor  hall. 
The  President,  Treasurer,  Executive 
Director,  and  ANS  staff  reported  on 
the  activities  of  the  past  year. 

Elections 

Officers 

Mr.  David  Simpson  stood  in  for  the 
Chairman  of  the  2006  Nominating 
and  Governance  Committee,  Mr. 
Douglass  F.  Rohrman.  Mr.  Simpson 


Annual  meeting 

announced  the  names  of  the  newly 
elected  Officers  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees:  Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick, 
President;  Mr.  Roger  Siboni,  First 
Vice  President;  Prof.  John  H.  Kroll, 
Second  Vice  President;  Dr.  Arnold- 
Peter  C.  Weiss,  Treasurer. 

Standing  Committees: 

Mr.  Simpson  stated  the  names  of  the 
newly  organized  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Board: 

Executive  Committee:  Mr.  Donald 
G.  Partrick  (Chairman),  Mr.  John  W. 
Adams,  Mr.  Robert  Kandel,  Prof. 
John  H.  Kroll,  Mr.  Douglass  F. 
Rohrman,  Mr.  Roger  Siboni,  Dr. 

A M 


Arnold-Peter  C.  Weiss,  and  Dr.  Ute 
Wartenberg  Kagan  (Ex-Officio). 

Nominating  and  Governance 
Committee:  Mr.  Peter  P.  Gaspar,  Mr. 
Sydney  Martin,  Mr.  Clifford  L. 
Mishler,  Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick,  Mr. 
Douglass  F.  Rohrman  (Chairman), 
Mr.  Peter  K.  Tompa,  Dr.  Ute 
Wartenberg  Kagan  (Ex-Officio). 

Fellows 

Mr.  Simpson  reported  that  pursuant 
to  Article  III  Section  I and  Article  V 
Section  12  (b)  of  the  ANS  Bylaws, 
the  Nominating  and  Governance 
Committee  approved  the  nomination 
of  Fellows  of  the  Society  to: 

Dr.  John  Cunnally,  expert  on 
Renaissance  and  antiquarian  books, 
Summer  Graduate  Seminar  partici- 
pant in  1978,  and  member  since 
1993. 

Mir.  Ira  Goldberg,  a major  bene- 
factor and  dealer  in  coins,  ANS  mem- 
ber since  2004,  contributor  to  the 
Francis  D.  Campbell  Library  Chair, 
and  member  of  the  Augustus  B.  Sage 
Society. 

Mr.  Lawrence  Goldberg,  ANS 

member  since  1969  and  donor  to  the 
Francis  D.  Campbell  Library  Chair, 
the  125th  Anniversary  Fund,  and 
toward  ANS  Development. 

Mrs.  Lottie  Salton,  member  since 
2006.  She  and  her  late  husband  Mark 
Salton  have  been  benefactors  of  the 
ANS  and  its  collection  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  David  Sear,  a leading  expert 
on  ancient  coinage,  member  since 
1990,  Bronze  Circle  member,  and 
contributor  to  the  Mid-Year  Appeal, 
Annual  Appeal,  and  New  Century 
Fund. 

Prof.  Neel  Smith,  archaeologist, 

t 
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Web  site  expert,  former  member  of 
the  IT  committee,  and  member  since 
1985. 

Mr.  Ed  Snible,  ANS  volunteer, 
member  since  2001,  and  general  and 
Bronze  Circle  contributor.  Most 
recently  he  has  been  working  toward 
creating  an  online  version  of  the  ANS 
Magazine. 

Dr.  Robert  W.  Wallace,  a leading 
authority  on  ancient  coinage,  contrib- 
utor to  ANS  publications,  and  mem- 
ber since  1993. 

Board  of  Trustees: 

Pursuant  to  Article  IV  Section  1 and 
Article  V Section  2 of  the  ANS 
Bylaws,  the  Fellows  present  at  the 
meeting  raised  their  hands  in  favor  of 
the  nominations,  and  sixty-eight 
proxies  by  mail  were  counted,  elect- 
ing the  following  Trustees  to  serve  in 
varying  classes  (2008-2009): 

Class  of  2009 

Mr.  Joel  R.  Anderson  is  Chairman 
of  Anderson  Media.  Raised  in 
Florence,  Alabama,  he  attended  the 
University  of  North  Alabama  and 
spent  most  of  his  life  involved  in  the 
family-owned  business  established 
by  his  late  father,  Clyde  W.  Anderson. 
He  has  served  his  community  as 
director  and  chairman  of  several 
boards,  including  as  founder,  chair- 
man, and  director  of  the  American 
Fireworks  Standards  Laboratory.  He 
currently  serves  on  a number  of  com- 
mittees and  boards  and  is  a major 
supporter  of  many  organizations, 
including  the  New  York  City  Police 
Athletic  League  and  the  Children’s 
Museum  of  the  Shoals.  His  philan- 
thropic, civic,  and  humanitarian 
endeavors  have  been  recognized  by 
the  Anti-Defamation  League,  which 
honored  him  with  their  Distinguished 
Service  Award  on  behalf  of  human 
rights,  and  by  Brandeis  University, 
which  awarded  him  its  National 

C I E T Y 
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Distinguished  Community  Service 
Award.  In  2003,  he  was  the  first 
recipient  of  The  25  Year  Club  Frank 
Herrera  Award,  the  prestigious 
national  magazine  industry  award. 
Joel  currently  serves  as  Chairman 
and  Director  in  the  Anderson 
Companies.  Today,  the  principal 
Anderson  Companies  include 
Anderson  Media  Corporation,  the 
country’s  largest  distributor  and  mer- 
chandiser of  consumer  magazines 
and  prerecorded  music  and  a major 
distributor  of  books;  TNT  Fireworks, 
the  country’s  largest  importer  and 
distributor  of  consumer  fireworks; 
Anderson  Press,  a major  publisher  of 
children’s  books  and  associated  chil- 
dren's products;  Whitman  Publishing 
Company,  the  leading  publisher  of 
books  and  related  products  for  coin 
collections;  H.  E.  Harris  Company, 


the  leading  publisher  of  albums  and 
catalogs  for  stamp  collectors;  C.  R. 
Gibson,  the  nation’s  premier  publish- 
er of  inspirational  and  gift  books  and 
related  products;  Books-A-Million, 
the  country’s  third-largest  book 
retailer;  and  the  Clark  Group,  a prin- 
cipal magazine  logistics  and  trans- 
portation provider.  Joel  Anderson  is  a 
member  of  the  ANS  Augustus  B. 
Sage  Society  since  2005  and  is  a 
major  donor  to  the  Society. 

Prof.  Jere  L.  Bacharach  is  a 

Professor  in  the  Dept,  of  History, 
University  of  Washington,  Seattle. 
He  joined  the  Society  in  1966  and 
became  a fellow  in  1981.  First  elect- 
ed to  the  Council  in  1993,  he  served 
until  2000  and  was  re-elected  to  the 
Board  in  2004.  Currently  the  Chair  of 
the  Huntington  Medal  Committee, 


Professor  Bacharach’s  interests  lie  in 
medieval  Middle  Eastern  Muslim 
political  and  economic  history,  mon- 
etary and  numismatic  history,  and 
Islamic  art  history  and  archaeology. 
He  has  edited  and  authored  numerous 
scholarly  books  and  articles,  lectured 
at  and  organized  conferences,  and 
curated  exhibitions.  His  professional 
activities  are  extensive,  and  he  has  sat 
on  numerous  committees  and  boards, 
including  serving  as  President  of  the 
Association  of  Professional  Schools 
of  International  Affairs  (APSIA)  and 
President  of  the  Middle  East  Studies 
Association  (MESA).  In  2006,  the 
American  University  in  Cairo  Press 
published  his  book  Islamic  History 
Through  Coins:  An  Analysis  and 
Catalogue  of  Tenth-Century 
Ikhshidid  Coinage. 


\ 
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Auction  25 

Closing  late  January  2007 

Major  British  material  and  choice 
ancient  coins  from  North  America’s 
most  active  British  specialist 


H ^5^  i;  Catalogs  available  in  December 
y (free  on  request). 

bhc  auction  will  include  25  special  items  from 
Simon’s  Pattern  Crown  material  wc  have  held  back  from  time  to  time). 
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Prof.  Roger  Bagnall  is  a papyrolo- 
gist  and  historian  of  the  Hellenistic,  j 
Roman,  and  late  antique  eastern  j 
Mediterranean,  specializing  in  | 
Graeco-Roman  Egypt.  He  was  edu-  j 
cated  at  Yale  and  the  University  of 
Toronto  and  came  to  Columbia  in 
1974  as  an  assistant  professor.  His 
appointment  is  shared  equally 
between  the  Classics  and  History  j 
departments.  He  served  as  Dean  of  j 
the  Graduate  School  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  from  1989  to  1993,  and 
from  1 994  to  2000  served  as  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Classics.  He  is 
also  curator  of  the  papyrus  collection 
in  the  Columbia  University  Libraries. 
Bagnall  has  been  an  ANS  member 
since  1974.  He  is  a Life  Fellow  of  the 
Society.  Bagnall’s  publications 
include  both  historical  studies  and 
many  editions  of  Greek  papyri  and  j 
ostraka.  A principal  area  of  interest  j 
has  been  the  social,  economic,  and 
administrative  history  of  Egypt  in 
late  antiquity.  Current  projects 
include  a collection  of  letters  on 
papyrus  written  by  women,  the  docu-  j 
ments  from  the  excavations  at  j 
Berenike  on  the  Red  Sea  coast  of 
Egypt,  and  a Columbia  excavation 
and  archaeological  field  school  in  the 
Dakhleh  Oasis  of  Egypt. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Lewis  Edlow  was 

born  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  1941, 
the  son  of  Ellis  Edlow,  former  gener- 
al counsel  of  the  ANA.  A Graduate 
from  the  Wharton  School  of  the  j 
University  of  Pennsylvania  in  1963, 
he  moved  to  New  York  City  and 
joined  Bear  Stearns  & Co.  in  1969, 
becoming  Corporate  Secretary  of  j 
Bear  Stearns  in  1987,  a position  he 
still  holds.  Ken  joined  the  ANS  in  j 
1972,  was  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  in  1993,  and  is  a member  of 
the  ANS  Augustus  B.  Sage  Society.  A 
Benefactor  and  contributor  to  the  j 
Society,  Ken  has  served  on  a variety  j 
of  ANS  Committees,  including  serv- 
ing as  Treasurer  and  Chairman  of  the 

i 
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Finance  Committee.  He  is  a collector 
of  U.S.  coins.  Ken  also  serves  on  the 
Board  and  Investment  Committee  of 
Temple  Emanu-El  of  NYC.  He  is 
married,  has  two  children,  and  lives 
in  Manhattan. 

Mr.  Sydney  Martin,  of 

Doylestown,  Penn.,  was  elected  to 
the  ANS  Board  in  2005.  A member 
since  1997,  Life  Associate  since 
2000,  and  one  of  the  founding  mem-  ] 
bers  of  the  Augustus  B.  Sage  Society, 
he  is  a generous  donor  to  the  Society.  j 
Sydney  is  President  of  The  SYTEX 
Group,  Inc.  (TSGI),  a nationally  rec-  j 
ognized  group  of  information  tech- 
nology companies.  A speaker  at  the 
2003  COAC  on  the  subject  of  “The 
‘Georgius  Triumpho’/Danish  West 
Indies  Mule,”  he  has  authored  and 
coauthored  articles  on  colonial  | 
coinage  in  the  CNL  and  C-4  newslet- 
ters. 

Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick  has  been 
an  ANS  member  since  1969.  He 
became  a Fellow  of  the  Society  in  i 
1987,  a Life  Fellow  in  1992,  was  | 
elected  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  in 
1990,  and  has  served  as  President  of 
the  Board  since  1999.  A collector  of  j 
early  North  American  coinage,  j 
tokens,  and  medals,  he  is  a major 
benefactor  and  contributor  to  the 
ANS  and  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Augustus  B.  Sage  Society.  He 
is  a real-estate  investor,  builder,  and 
manager,  and  has  served  as  Lifetime 
Director,  President,  and  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  the  Long  Island  Builders 
Institute.  He  has  served  as  a member 
of  the  Suffolk  County  Board  of 
Health,  Director  of  Suffolk  County 
Executive’s  Task  Force  for 
Affordable  Housing,  Director  of  j 
Suffolk  County’s  Executive  j 
Committee  for  New  Business, 
Director  of  the  Long  Island  Housing 
Coalition,  Director  of  the  Long  Island 
Coalition  for  Sensible  Growth,  and  ] 
Commissioner  on  the  Suffolk  County 
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Bicentennial  Commission.  The 
owner  of  a 3,500-acre  wildlife  pre- 
serve, he  is  also  an  author  and  lectur- 
er on  wildlife  management. 

Mr.  Stanley  DeForest  Scott  is  a 

real-estate  executive  and  developer. 
He  was  born  in  Hudson  County,  N.J., 
in  1926  and  resides  in  New  York  City. 
An  ANS  member  since  1993  and  Life 
member  since  2001,  Mr.  Scott  was 
elected  to  Fellow  as  well  as  the  ANS 
Board  of  Trustees  in  2003  and  is  a 
generous  donor  to  the  Society.  He  has 
a BA  from  the  University  of  Southern 
California.  He  served  with  the  U.S. 
Naval  Reserve  from  1944  to  1946.  A 
past  General  Manager  of  Alfred  Scott 
Publishers,  NYC,  and  Chairman  and 
President  of  S.  D.  Scott  Printing  Co., 
Inc.,  NYC,  Mr.  Scott  is  presently 
General  Partner  of  145  Hudson  Street 
Associates  and  President  of  Hudson 
Square  Mgt.  Corp.  Mr.  Scott  is  the 
cochairman  of  the  Fraunces  Tavern 
Museum.  Other  associations  in  which 
Mr.  Scott  has  been  involved  include: 
the  J.  Carter  Brown  Library;  the 
Mayor’s  Industry  Advisory 
Committee;  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Business  Relocation  Committee; 
the  Frick  Collection;  the  Society  of 
Mayflower  Descendents;  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  Pilgrims  U.S.;  the 
Friends  of  the  British  Museum;  the 
American  Museum  in  Britain 
(Councilmember  from  1986  to  the 
present);  the  New-York  Historical 
Society;  and  the  Grolier  Club.  His 
collecting  interests  are  in  the  areas  of 
Washington  medals  and  Greek  coins, 
as  well  as  books  on  travel  and  explo- 
ration. 

Mr.  Roger  Siboni  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  ANS  in  1995,  a fellow  in 
2003,  Life  Fellow  in  2004,  and  cur- 
rently serves  as  First  Vice  President 
of  the  ANS,  having  been  elected  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  in  2003.  A gen- 
erous donor  to  the  Society,  Roger  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Augustus  B. 
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Sage  Society,  and  serves/chairs  on 
the  ANS  Finance  and  Development 
Committees.  He  is  the  past  Chief 
Operating  Officer  and  Deputy 
Chairman  of  KPMG,  as  well  as  past 
Chairman  and  CEO  of  Epiphany 
Software.  He  has  served  on  the 
boards  of  Macromedia,  Active 
Software,  Corio  Systems,  and  Pivotal 
Software,  and  currently  serves  on  the 
boards  of  Cadence  Design  Systems, 
Dolby  Laboratories,  and  FileNet 
Corporation.  Roger  is  also  a Trustee 
of  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design 
and  has  served  as  a past  Trustee  of  the 
San  Francisco  Asian  Art  Museum,  the 
San  Francisco  Exploratorium,  the 
Walter  Haas  School  of  Business  at 
UC  Berkeley  (where  he  was  also 
Chair),  and  has  served  on  the 
Development  Committee  of  the 


Central  Park  Conservancy.  His 
numismatics  collection  focuses  on 
coins,  medals,  and  currency  of  the 
American  colonial  period.  He  also 
collects  literature,  documents,  and 
ephemera  related  to  this  area  of 
numismatics.  Roger  is  the  Associate 
Editor  of  the  C-4  Newsletter  and  a 
regular  contributor  to  that  journal. 
Currently,  he  is  writing  a book  on 
New  Jersey  coinage,  the  first  on  that 
topic  since  1881. 

Mr.  John  Whitney  Walter,  born  in 
1934,  is  a specialist  in  early  U.S. 
coins,  error  coins,  and  federal  and 
national  currency;  in  world  numis- 
matics, he  specializes  in  ancient 
Greek,  Roman  imperial,  English 
hammered,  and  medieval  siege 
coinage.  An  active  philanthropist,  in 


1998  he  donated  to  the  Smithsonian’s 
National  Numismatic  Collection  the 
only  known  complete  five-coin  type 
set  of  Greek  coins  by  the 
Demareteion  Master  engraver.  He 
received  a BS  from  Norwich 
University  and  an  MBA  from 
Columbia.  John  works  in  the  con- 
struction industry,  designing  and 
implementing  security,  telephone, 
TV,  audio,  computer,  and  building- 
management  systems.  John  joined  the 
ANS  in  1996,  becoming  a Fellow  and 
member  of  the  Council  in  April  2000, 
and  Life  Fellow  in  2001,  and  has 
served  as  First  Vice  President  to  the 
Board  from  2000  to  2005. 

Mr.  George  U.  Wyper  is  a collec- 
tor of  early  American  proofs  and  pat- 
terns. Born  in  1955  and  educated  at 


2 Rector  Street,  12th  FL,  New  York,  NY  10006 
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To  Consign  your  material  to  one  of  our 
exciting  New  York  City  Public  Auctions 
please  contact  Stephen  Goldsmith,  Scott 
Lindquist,  Jay  Erlichman,  Mark  Anderson, 
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the  Wharton  School  and  Yale 
University,  he  is  the  founder  and 
managing  member  of  Wyper  Capital 
Management,  L.P.  George  has  previ- 
ously worked  at  the  First  Boston 
Corporation,  was  previously  Senior 
Managing  Director  and  Member  of 
the  Operating  Committee  of  Warburg 
Pincus  Counselors,  Inc.;  Chief 
Investment  Officer  of  White  River 
Corporation;  President  and  Chief 
Executive  Officer  of  Hanover 
Advisors;  Chief  Investment  Officer 
of  Fund  American  Enterprises;  and 
Director  of  fixed-income  investments 
for  Fireman’s  Fund  Insurance 
Company.  He  is  also  president  of  the 
Darien  Library  and  serves  on  the 
boards  of  the  Yale  School  of 
Management  and  the  Museum  of  the 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  as 
well  as  the  on  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  Financial  Security  Assurance 
Holdings,  Ltd.  Mr.  Wyper  has  been 
involved  with  the  ANS  since  1995, 
was  elected  to  the  ANS  Board  of 
Trustees  in  1997,  serves  on  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  is  a donor  to 
the  Society  and  member  of  the 
Augustus  B.  Sage  Society.  He  also 
manages  a part  of  the  ANS  endow- 
ment portfolio. 

Class  of  2008 

Prof.  Thomas  Martin  is  Jeremiah 
W.  O’Connor  Professor  of  Classics 
and  Chair  of  the  Classics  Department 
at  the  College  of  the  Holy  Cross.  His 
Ph.D.  thesis  on  coinage  and  sover- 
eignty in  the  Greek  world  is  one  of 
the  leading  works  on  Greek  coinage. 
Martin  has  been  a member  of  the 
ANS  since  1978.  He  has  previously 
served  as  Councilor  of  the  ANS  from 
1992  to  2001. 

A full  list  of  ANS  officers,  commit- 
tees, and  fellows,  as  well  as  the  ANS 
bylaws  can  be  found  on  the 
Governance  page  of  the  ANS  Web 
site,  at  www.numismatics.org/gover- 
nance/. 

A M 


Year  in  Review 
Contributors  During 
ANS  Fiscal  Year  2006 
(October  1, 
2005-September  30# 
2006) 

Total  $1,293,611.54 

$50,000  and  over 

Mr.  John  W.  Adams  (Chairman) 

Mr.  Charles  C.  Anderson 
Mr.  Dan  Hamelberg 
Mr.  Dwight  Manley 
Mr.  Emilio  M.  Ortiz 
Mr.  Donald  G.  Partrick 

$25,000  and  over 

Dr.  Lawrence  A.  Adams 

American  Numismatic  Rarities 

Mr.  Joel  R.  Anderson 

Mr.  Kenneth  L.  Edlow 

Mr.  Daniel  M.  Friedenberg 

The  Koret  Foundation 

Mr.  Sydney  F.  Martin 

Mr.  Brent  Pogue 

Mr.  Greg  Roberts 

Mr.  Roger  S.  Siboni 

Stack’s  Coin  Galleries 

Mr.  Anthony  J.  Terranova 

Whitman  Publishing 

William  S.  Paley  Foundation,  Inc. 

Mr.  George  U.  Wyper 

$5,000  and  over 

Anonymous 

Mr.  Victor  England  Jr. 

Mr.  Steven  Ivy 
Mr.  Jonathan  H.  Kagan 
Mr.  Del  Parker 
Mr.  Dave  Steine 

$2,500  and  over 

Mr.  Harlan  J.  Berk 

Mr.  Thomas  Bentley  Cederlind 

Classical  Numismatic  Group,  Inc. 

Mr.  Ira  Goldberg 
Mr.  David  Hendin 
Mr.  Jonathan  K.  Kern 
Mr.  Marco  Mignucci 
Mr.  Lawrence  R.  Stack 
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Dr.  Arnold-Peter  C.  Weiss 
Mr.  Thomas  C.  Wilfred 
Mr.  Richard  B.  Witschonke 

$1,000  and  over 

Anonymous 
Dr.  Alain  Baron  NG 
Mr.  Richard  M.  Beleson 
Mr.  John  R.  Cahill 
Mr.  Steven  L.  Contursi 
Mr.  Charles  E.  Davis 
Mr.  Eddie  Dowling 
Mr.  Eugene  Gardner 
Prof.  Peter  P.  Gaspar 
Mr.  Jerome  Haggerty 
Prof.  Kenneth  W.  Harl 
Mr.  Sidney  W.  Harl 
Mr.  Brian  Hendelson 
Mr.  Raymond  Huckles 
Mr.  Charles  Paul  Karukstis 
Mr.  Frank  L.  Kovacs  III 
Mr.  Herbert  L.  Kreindler 
The  Leon  Levy  Founation 
Dr.  Brooks  Emmons  Levy 
Mr.  Matin  Logies 
Mr.  Richard  Margolis 
Medal  Collectors  of  America 
Mr.  Eric  P.  Newman 
Mr.  Joseph  O’Connor 
Mr.  Douglass  F.  Rohrman 
Mr.  John  R.  Saunders 
Society  for  International 
Numismatics 

The  Estate  of  Mr.  William  F. 
Spengler 

Mr.  David  M.  Sundman 
Mr.  Pankaj  Tandon 
Mr.  Peter  K.  Tompa 
Mr.  David  L.  Vagi 
Mr.  Frederic  G.  Withington 

$500  and  over 

Mr.  Jeffrey  Benjamin 
Dr.  Hicham  Sobhi  Bissat 
Dr.  Jay  M.  Galst 
Mr.  Daniel  W.  Holmes  Jr. 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  Houghton  III 
Mr.  Lyndall  J.  Huggler 
Mr.  Peter  A.  Jencius 
Mr.  George  F.  Kolbe 
Mr.  Peter  Linenthal 
Prof.  Thomas  R.  Martin 
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News 


Mr.  Raymond  N.  Merena 
Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz 
Mr.  Charles  Pevsner 
Mr.  Colin  E.  Pitchfork 
R.  M.  Smythe  & Co. 

Dr.  Ira  Rezak 
Mr.  Jonathan  P.  Rosen 
Mr.  Harald  Salvesen 
Mr.  Donald  Scarinci 
Dr.  Stephen  K.  Scher 
Mr.  Stanley  DeForest  Scott 
Dr.  John  Alan  Seeger 
Mr.  Arnold  Spaer 
Spink  & Son  Ltd. 

Mr.  Michael  E.  Summers 

Superior  Galleries 

Mr.  Landon  Thomas 

Mr.  Dim  Verschoor 

Mr.  & Mrs.  William  Zifchak 

$250  and  over 

Mr.  John  Albanese 
The  Arts  Federation 
Prof.  Jere  L.  Bacharach 
Mr.  Joseph  S.  Bailes 
Mr.  James  R.  Briggs 
Mr.  Robert  Brueggeman 
Coin  World 

Mr.  Kenneth  A.  Cowin  CFA 
Mr.  Tom  Denly 
Mr.  Arthur  M.  Fitts  III 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Lucius  Fowler 
Mr.  William  M.  Harkins 
Mr.  Eric  Michael  Hildebrant 
Mr.  Fred  Holabird 
Mr.  John  P.  Huffman 
Dr.  C.  Jara 
Mr.  Harmer  Johnson 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Kandel 
Dr.  Robert  J.  Kaufmann  Jr. 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Lasser 
Mr.  Robert  D.  Leonard  Jr. 

Dr.  David  Menchell 

Dr.  Roger  Addison  Moore 

Mr.  Franklin  L.  Noel 

Mr.  Richard  Perricelli 

Mr.  David  N.  Redden 

Mr.  David  B.  Simpson 

Mr.  R.  Tettenhorst 

Mr.  Siegfried  von  Schuckmann 

Mr.  Edward  J.  Waddell  Jr. 

The  Watchung  Hills  Coin  Club 

A M 


Mr.  Dennis  P.  Wierzba 
Mr.  Raymond  J.  Williams 

$100  and  over 

Mr.  Gary  Adkins 
Mr.  Stephen  Album 
Prof.  Dr.  Pere  Pau  Ripolles  Alegre 
Prof.  Frederick  H.  Armstrong 
Dr.  Ermanno  Arslan 
Prof.  Roger  S.  Bagnall 
Mr.  David  B.  Bailey 
Ms.  Eva  Bessenyey 
Mr.  Robert  H.  Blank 
Mr.  John  T.  Bolger 
Col.  Joseph  E.  Boling  RET 
Mr.  Robert  Christie 
Mr.  Fred  Davidson 
Ms.  Beth  Deisher 
Mr.  Arthur  Roy  Doumaux  Jr. 

Mr.  J.  Eric  Engstrom 
Mr.  J.  Graham  Esler 
Mr.  David  D.  Gladfelter 
Mr.  G.  Jonathan  Greenwald 
Guideposts 

Mr.  Burton  H.  Hobson 
Prof.  Roger  A.  Hornsby 
Mr.  Clyde  Hubbard 
Mr.  Steven  T.  Kuykendall 
Mr.  Ross  Larson  Jr. 

Mr.  James  LaSarre 
Mr.  William  J.  Leitold 
Mr.  Greg  Mclemore 
Mr.  Clifford  L.  Mishler 
New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 
Mr.  Frank  J.  Novak 
Mr.  W.  David  Perkins 
Dr.  Luis  R.  Ponte 
Mr.  Richard  J.  Reinhardt 
Mr.  Charley  Rhodes 
Mr.  Douglas  Robins 
Mr.  Leon  S.  Rosenblum 
Mr.  Robert  M.  Row 
Mrs.  Margo  Russell 
Mr.  C.  Barry  Schaefer 
Mr.  David  R.  Sear 
Mr.  Jon  Brooks  Sellin 
Mr.  Thomas  V.  Shockley  III 
Mr.  Ed  Snible 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Squires 
Mr.  Brian  R.  Stickney 
Mr.  Gary  A.  Trudgen 
Mr.  Kerry  K.  Wetterstrom 

i 
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Mr.  Vicken  Yegparian 
Dr.  Orestes  H.  Zervos 

Up  to  $100 

American  Numismatic  Association 
Library 

Mr.  David  Andreas 
Mr.  Allen  Berk 
Mr.  Francis  B.  Bessenyey 
Prof.  Henry  C.  Boren 
Mr.  Paul  A.  Brombal 
Mr.  Richard  Burdick 
Dr.  Andrew  M.  Burnett 
Mr.  Frederic  D.  Bushman 
Mr.  Francis  D.  Campbell 
Mr.  Robert  P.  Campbell 
Mr.  Charles  R.  Carlson 
Mr.  David  English  Carmack 
Mr.  John  West  Dannreuther 
Mr.  Joseph  J.  Daragan 
Mr.  John  M.  Dirnbauer 
Mr.  John  Herbert  Fisher 
Dr.  Richard  A.  Gergel 
Mr.  Robert  Henry  Gills 
Mr.  Reid  Goldsborough 
Mr.  Stephen  Hassett 
Mr.  Jay  Henn 
Ms.  Hayden  Herrera 
Mr.  Gene  J.  Hessler 
Dr.  M.  Lamar  Hicks 
Mr.  Robert  W.  Julian 
Mr.  Robert  Kanterman 
Mr.  Omar  S.  Khudari 
Mr.  James  B.  Kilgore 
Dr.  Eric  M.  Krauss 
Mr.  Robert  A.  Levinson 
Mr.  Andrew  P.  Lewish 
Mr.  Werner  G.  Mayer 
Mr.  Leonard  Gregory  Mazzone 
Mr.  Daniel  J.  McKenna 
Metropolitan  New  York  Coin 
Convention 
Mr.  Scott  Mitchell 
Dr.  Paul  F.  Rynearson 
Mr.  John  Schwartz 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Sebring 
Mr.  Linn  T.  Shoup 
Mr.  Warren  B.  Snow 
Mr.  Peter  Sugar 
Mr.  John  F.  Sullivan 
Mr.  Barry  D.  Tayman 
Mr.  Mel  Wacks 
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News 


Year  in  Review: 
Contributions  for 
ANS  Fiscal  Year  2006 
(October  1# 
2005-September  30, 
2006) 

GENERAL  FUND 

2005  End  of  Year  Appeal 

$44,610.00 

Mid-Year  Appeal  2006 

$53,385.00 

General  Contribution 

$289,503.12 

Contribution:  Gala  Dinner  2006 

$3,430.00 

Gala  2006  Dinner  Auction 

$216,400.00 

Gala  Book  Auction  2006  - 
Library  Chair 

$57,989.94 

Gala  Dinner  2006  Tickets 


$132,850.00 

Gala  Dinner  2006  Program 

$4,700.00 

Gala  Dinner  2007 

$2,500.00 

TOTAL  GENERAL  FUND 

$805,368.06 

RESTRICTED  FUNDS 

Francis  D.  Campbell  Library 
Chair 

$162,600.00 
Bass  Library  Fund 

$2,720.48 

COAC  Payment  Pledge 

$13,000.00 

Contribution:  Publishing  1999 
COAC 

$10,000.00 

Groves  Fund 

$10,000.00 

Kushan  Catalog 

$2,500.00 

Mark  M.  Salton  Lecture  Series 

$12,300.00 


Newell  Publications  Fund 

$30,000.00 

Roman  Coin  Photography 

$7,000.00 

Harry  Fowler  Lecture  Series 

$250.00 

Islamic  Chair  Fund 

$10,000.00 

Museum  Exhibition  Fund 

$20,000.00 

Naming  Opportunity:  Roman 
Tray 

$1,000.00 

Schwartz  Fellowship 
$2,000.00 
U.S.  Chair  Fund 

$200,000.00 

Contributions:  Sage  Society 

$5,000.00 

TOTAL  RESTRICTED  FUNDS 

$488,370.48 

TOTAL  FUNDS 

$1,293,611.54 


Augustus  B.  Sage  Society  Trip  to  London 

At  the  end  of  October,  members  of  the  Augustus  B.  Sage  Society  traveled  to  London.  A dozen  members  and  a number  of  spous- 
es toured  museums,  walked  through  the  city’s  neighborhoods,  and  enjoyed  one  another’s  company  at  some  of  London’s  best 
restaurants.  This  was  the  first  trip  specifically  organized  by  the  ANS  for  ABSS  members.  Highlights  included  a visit  to  the  British 
Museum’s  Department  of  Coins  and  Medals,  where  Keeper  Joe  Cribb  gave  the  group  a tour  of  the  popular  HSBC  Money  Gallery. 
Afterward,  members  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  with  the  curators  of  the  department.  John  Dannreuther,  Syd  Martin,  and  John  J. 
Kraljevic  spent  several  hours  perusing  the  North  American  collection,  which  holds  many  famous  pieces.  Peter  Tompa  and  Doug 
Rohrman  worked  their  way  through  the  massive  Greek  and  Roman  holdings. 

Perhaps  the  most  unexpected  treat  for  the  members  was  a visit  to  the  Conservation  Department  of  the  National  Gallery.  In  a 
behind-the-scenes  look  at  this  famous  museum,  the  group  was  given  a rare  glimpse  into  the  techniques  of  painting  conservation. 
Looking  at  both  new  acquisitions  and  paintings  from  the  storage  rooms  of  the  museum,  conservators  explained  the  importance 
of  conservation  for  key  curatorial  and  art-history  issues  such  as  attribution  and  interpretation.  After  the  tour,  the  group  viewed 

the  exhibition  on  Velazquez,  which  has  drawn  tens  of  thousands  of  visitors.  On  the  last 
day  of  the  trip,  the  ABSS  members  received  a guided  tour  of  Tate  Britain.  The  exhibi- 
tion “Holbein  in  England,"  containing  some  of  the  most  famous  portraits  of  the  Tudor 
period,  was  a wonderful  conclusion  to  an  enriching  program.  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan, 
who  led  the  group  during  the  trip,  expressed  how  important  such  activities  were  for  the 
ANS  and  its  members:  “We  got  to  know  one  another  in  a relaxed  atmosphere,  while 
learning  so  much  about  art,  numismatics,  and  history.  I very  much  look  forward  to  our 
next  trip.”  The  ABSS  is  planning  a July  2007  trip  to  the  New  Hampshire  house  and  stu- 
dio of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  E2M3 
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‘Munthandet  Verscfioor 

(Dutch  Nistoricat  and CF amity  mectats  in  6oth  sifver  and gotd 
( Dutch  (Provincial  Cotoniat and %ingdom  coins 
Numismatic  Literature  and  sate  catatogues  pertaining  to  (Dutch  Numismatics 


s.d.  (1698)  WILLIAM  III,  KING  OF  ENGLAND.  By  James  Roetier. 

Obv.:  Bust  of  William  III  to  right,  legend:  GVLIELMVS.TERTIVS.D.G.  MAG.BRIT.FRAN.ET.HIB.REX 
Rev.:  engraved  on  a plain  field  seated  figure  of  Britannia  to  left,  holding  in  her  right  hand  a thistle 
and  in  her  left  spear  and  shield  with  the  arms  of  the  Union.  In  front  BRITANNIA. 

Cf.  M.I.  197/509  for  obverse;  gold,  85  mm,  233.40  grams,  in  contemporary  case. 

Ex.  Christies  13  October  1964  lot  nr.  71  "The  property  of  Major  the  Lord  St.Oswald" 


(p.O.  (Bo^5803  - 3290 AC  Strijen  - Netherlands  - Let:  +31  786747712 Lcvq  +31  786744424 

in  fn  (3>i>prcrfinnr  rnrti  - 6ft.tr/. /inform  vprsr  floor  ro  m 


The  Garrett  Collection: 


r. 


Coins,  Medals,  and  Archives  at  t m 


American  Numismatic  Society 


* * . -»  ■ - C 


-*7 


To  many  people,  Johns  Hopkins  University  (JHU) 
evokes  images  of  famous  doctors  and  important  medical 
discoveries.  Although  the  university  is  now  trying  to  dis- 
tance itself  from  being  known  solely  as  a medical  school, 
there  is  something  else  that  JHU  should  be  known  for — at 
least  in  numismatic  circles.  On  June  26,  1942,  John  W. 
Garrett  (Fig.  1),  grandson  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
(B&O)  Railroad  president,  John  Work  Garrett  (Fig.  6), 
who  had  been  a close  friend  of  Johns  Hopkins  (Fig.  5), 


died  and  left  the  university  his  thirty-six-acre  estate 
Evergreen  (Figs.  2,  3),  a library  (Fig.  4)  of  forty  thousand 
volumes  (including  7,800  rare  books)  assembled  over  four 
generations  of  Garretts,  and  important  collections  of 
maps.  Oriental  ceramics,  and,  finally,  coins. 

Born  on  May  19,  1795,  the  son  of  Quakers,  Johns 
Hopkins  (Fig.  5) — his  unusual  first  name  came  from  his 
great-grandmother’s  maiden  name — was  forced  to  study 
at  night  and  work  on  the  family  farm  during  the  day,  after 
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Fig.  1 . John  W.  Garrett. 
(Ferdinand  Hamburger 
Archives,  Special  Collections, 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University) 


his  family  had  freed  their  slaves  because  they  felt  that 
human  slavery  was  inconsistent  with  their  faith.  When 
Hopkins  was  nineteen,  he  moved  to  Baltimore  to  work  for 
his  uncle’s  wholesale  grocery  business,  where  he  was 
determined  to  become  wealthy.  In  the  end,  he  did  amass  a 
large  fortune,  mainly  through  two  ventures.  The  first  was 
by  buying  old  properties  in  the  upper  harbor  of  Baltimore 
and  replacing  them  with  modern  buildings.  The  second, 
and  perhaps  more  important,  was  his  large  investments  in 


the  B&O  Railroad  at  a time  when 
most  other  investors  thought  the  rail- 
road was  too  dangerous  to  be  feasi- 
ble. 

Hopkins  became  involved  in  the 
management  of  the  B&O  Railroad 
and  in  1847  was  made  a director.  In 
1857,  a neighbor  of  Hopkins,  John 
Work  Garrett  (Fig.  6),  was  also  made 
a director.  At  a dinner  held  a year 
later  at  Hopkins’  estate,  Garrett  was 
chosen  to  be  president  of  the  compa- 
ny. The  two  quickly  became  good 
friends,  and  when  in  1867  Hopkins 
created  two  boards  of  trustees — one 
to  administer  the  establishment  of  a 
university,  the  other  to  oversee  the 
creation  of  a hospital — Garrett  was 
chosen  to  be  on  both.  A great  philan- 
thropist, Hopkins  donated  much  of 
his  enormous  wealth  to  build  improvements  around 
Baltimore,  including  the  university  and  hospital,  which 
were  later  combined  and  today  still  bear  his  name.  When 
he  died  in  December  1873,  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Baltimore  wrote  that  they  “deplore  the 
loss  of  a man  who  has  contributed  more  largely  than  any 
one  other  individual  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  our 
City.” 

Hopkins’  friend  John  Garrett  was  a natural  choice  to 
serve  as  a trustee  of  the  university  and  hospital.  His  inter- 
est and  management  in  the  B&O  Railroad  aside,  he  had 
early  in  life  worked  with  his  father,  Robert,  a merchant 
who  had  a business 
that  competed  with 
Hopkins’  uncle's  busi- 
ness. After  JHU 
opened  in  1876,  with 
its  first  president  being 
inaugurated  in 

February  of  that  year, 

Garrett  remained  on 
the  board  of  trustees — 
despite  strongly  dis- 
agreeing with  some  of 
the  other  members 
about  policy — until  his 
death  on  September 
26,  1884.  In  that  same 
year,  the  university  Fig.  2.  The  front  of  Evergreen 
opened  an  archaeolog-  House,  c.  1 930.  (David  and  Susan 
ical  museum  with  the  ^ripp) 

purchase  of  a collection  of  Egyptian  antiquities.  This 
museum  was  enhanced  in  1888  by  a gift  from  thirteen 
friends  of  the  university — including  Garrett’s  son,  T. 
Harrison — of  the  German  archaeologist  Wolfgang 
Helbig’s  collection  of  Greek  and  Roman  coins.  The  nas- 
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Fig.  3.  The  front  halt  of  Evergreen  House  as  it  looked  during 
T.  Harrison  Garrett's  lifetime  (before  1 888).  It  was  T. 
Harrison  Garrett  who  started  the  family's  collection(s). 

(David  and  Susan  Tripp) 


Fig.  4.  John  Work  Garrett's  library  at  Evergreen,  c.  1 930. 
Built  after  designs  by  Laurence  Hall  Fowler  for  Garrett  in 
1928.  Prior  to  its  construction,  a special  vault  for  Garrett's 
coins  was  sunk  into  the  ground,  and  the  library  built  on  top 
A special  dumbwaiter  to  bring  the  coin  cabinets  up  to  the 
library  was  part  of  the  design.  (David  and  Susan  Tripp) 


cent  JHU  numismatic  collection  was  further  augmented  in 
1908  and  1909,  with  the  gift  of  three  thousand  Roman 
coins  from  William  H.  Buckler.  Two  years  later,  Edgar  G. 
Miller  bequeathed  his  collection  of  coins  to  the  museum. 
There  was  very  little  space  set  aside  for  the  archaeological 
museum,  and  other  than  a room  in  Gilman  Hall  devoted  to 
it,  the  majority  of  the  collection  was  stored  in  the  library 
and  in  display  cases  in  the  reading  rooms. 

Although  it  was  John  W.  Garrett  who  obtained  the  rich- 
es that  were  used  to  pay  for  the  family’s  various  collec- 
tions, it  was  his  son,  T.  Harrison  Garrett,  who  started  the 
family’s  numismatics  collection.  While  a student  at 
Princeton  in  the  mid- 1860s,  T.  Harrison  began  collecting 
coins  after  seeing  a New  Jersey  copper  cent  from  the 
1780s.  His  sons,  John  Work  (not  to  be  confused  with  his 
grandfather)  and  Robert,  helped  him  expand  the  collec- 
tion. T.  Harrison  had  other  collections  as  well,  including 
manuscripts  and  autographs  (his  goal  was  to  assemble  a 


Fig.  6.  John  W.  Garrett, 
John  Work  Garrett's  grand- 
Fig.  5.  Johns  Hopkins.  father. 


set  of  autographs  of  each  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence),  prints,  and  Chinese  and  Japanese  art, 
but  the  numismatic  collection  remains  one  of  the  most 
spectacular  ever  assembled.  An  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
collection  can  be  found  in  the  many  volumes  of  the  sales 
catalogues  produced  by  Stack’s,  Bowers  and  Ruddy,  and 
Numismatic  Fine  Arts,  as  well  as  Q.  David  Bowers’  A 
History  of  United  States  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection , which  were  all  produced  when  parts  of 
the  collection  were  sold  (Fig.  7)  in  the  1970s  and  1980s. 

John  was  born  in  1872,  and  Robert,  three  years  later. 
While  still  in  their  teens,  their  father  died  in  1888  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight.  Continuing  the  family  tradition,  they 
both  enrolled  in  Princeton  University.  After  graduating. 


Fig.  7.  Catalogues  from  the  Garrett  sale  and  Q.  David 
Bowers'  A History  of  United  States  Coinage  as  Illustrated  by 
the  Garrett  Collection. 
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Fig.  8.  John  Work  Garrett,  c. 

1 930  (when  he  was  Amercian 
Ambassador  to  Italy),  outside  the 
Excelsior  Hotel  on  the  Via 
Veneto.  (David  and  Susan  Tripp) 


John  spent  four  years  traveling  around  the  United  States, 
finally  “settling  down”  in  1901  as  secretary  to  the 
American  Legation  at  the  Hague.  He  spent  the  next  twen- 
ty years  as  a diplomat,  but  following  an  unsuccessful  bid 
for  the  Republican  nomination  for  the  U.S.  Senate  in 
1922,  he  retired  to  Evergreen,  which  he  had  inherited  from 
his  mother  in  1920.  Although  he  was  called  upon  by 
President  Herbert  Hoover  to  be  ambassador  to  Italy  from 
1929  to  1934  (Fig.  8),  John  was  able  to  concentrate  on 
making  his  home  a place  for  musical  and  intellectual  gath- 
erings. 

Meanwhile,  Robert  became  a successful  track-and-field 
athlete.  Captain  of  the  Princeton  team  in  both  his  junior 
and  senior  years,  Robert  threw  shot  and  jumped.  In  1896, 
when  a U.S.  delegation  was  hastily  put  together  to  com- 
pete in  the  first  modem  Olympic  Games,  Robert  and  three 
of  his  classmates  (whose  travel  had  been  paid  for  by 
Garrett)  traveled  to  Athens  and  won  multiple  medals 
(Figs.  9,  10).  Robert  decided  that  he  would  throw  the  dis- 


Fig.  1 1 . First-place  winner's  medal  from  the  1 896  Olympics 
by  Jules-Clement  Chaplain;  struck  silver.  (Harmer  Johnson 
collection) 


cus  in  addition  to  his  usual  events,  despite  not  having  seen 
one  before.  Although  the  first  two  attempts  were  clumsy, 
his  final  throw  sailed  29.15  meters,  good  enough  for  a 
first-place  (later  the  “gold”)  medal  (Fig.  1 1).  In  addition  to 
this  medal,  Robert  received  first  place  in  the  shot  put  and 
second  place  in  both  the  high  jump  and  long  jump.  At  the 
1900  Olympics,  he  won  third  place  in  the  shot  put  and 
triple  jump,  but  did  not  throw  discus  because  the  event 
was  scheduled  on  a Sunday,  which  would  have  interfered 
with  his  religious  observations.  After  his  athletic  career 
ended,  Robert  became  a banker  and  supporter  of  science, 
history,  archaeology,  and  physical  education.  He  contin- 
ued to  collect,  his  main  interest  being  medieval  and 
Renaissance  Arabic  manuscripts.  In  1904,  as  his  athletic 
career  was  winding  down,  the  Great  Baltimore  Fire 
destroyed  the  Robert  Garrett  & Sons  building,  in  whose 
vault  the  family  coin  collection  was  normally  kept. 
Luckily,  Robert  Garrett  had  lent  the  vast  majority  of  the 
collection  to  Princeton  University  just  a few  weeks  earli- 
er. Left  behind  were  many  of  the  archives  and  the  collec- 
tion of  British  medals  and  seventeenth-century  tokens. 
The  melted  medals  were  saved,  however,  and  sold  to  his 
brother,  John,  along  with  the  rest  of  the  coin  collection,  in 
1919,  following  the  death  of  their  mother. 

Shortly  after  receiving  the  collection  from  his  brother, 
John  applied  for  membership  to  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  and  was  unanimously  elected  on 
January  5,  1920.  During  the  next  decade,  he  purchased 
many  rarities  (the  U.S.  coins  are  treated  in  depth  by 
Bowers  in  A History  of  American  Coinage).  In  time, 
Garrett  became  quite  close  with  many  of  the  Society's 
officers  and  curators,  particularly  Sydney  P.  Noe, 
Howland  Wood,  and  Edward  T.  Newell.  These  men  helped 
him  build  his  library  (including  selling  him  books)  and 
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lent  him  coins  from  the  Society’s  collection  to  help  him 
catalog  his  own.  They  also  advised  him  on  purchases, 
served  as  intermediaries,  and  helped  him  identify  coins. 
When  Garrett  could  not  complete  his  colonial  coin  collec- 
tion, his  triends  at  the  ANS  provided  him  with  casts  of 
coins  from  the  collection.  In  1921,  Garrett  was  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  society,  and  became  a member  of  the 
Council  (now  the  Board  of  Trustees),  on  which  he  served 
until  1929. 


Fig.  1 2.  Wooden  cabinet  containing  fifty-six  medals  by 
Dossier  illustrating  Roman  history  (ANS  1925.164.1,  gift  of 
John  W.  Garrett). 


Besides  providing  volunteer  services  to  the  ANS,  Garrett 
also  made  many  donations,  including  various  sets  of 

medals  (Fig.  12).  In  addition  to 
making  cash  donations  for  spe- 
cific purchases,  mainly  for 
the  acquisition  of  Indian 
Peace  Medals,  he  also  con- 
tributed to  the  general  fund, 
particularly  during  the 
1920s,  when  the  Society 
was  having  financial  trou- 
bles. As  a Christmas  present  to 
the  ANS  in  1925,  Garrett  let 
Howland  Wood  pick  whatever  he 
wanted  for  the  Society’s  collec- 
tion from  the  stock  of  dealer 
Wayte  Raymond;  in  1928, 
he  allowed  the  ANS  to  pick 
some  of  his  duplicates.  The 
next  year,  he  donated  the 
British  tokens  and  medals 
that  had  melted  in  the  fire  at 
the  family  business,  in  the 
hopes  that  the  ANS  would  be 
able  to  conserve  them  (Figs. 
13,  14).  Edward  T.  Newell  of 
the  ANS  wrote  back  on  April 
6 of  that  year:  “You  will 
doubtless  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  some  of  the  medals  from 


Fig.  1 3.  France.  1 774 
Peace  Medal  by  J.  du 
Vivier  and  F.  Marteau; 
struck  silver  (ANS 
1 925. 1 09. 1 , gift  of  John 
W.  Garrett),  55  mm. 


the  Baltimore  fire,  which  you 
so  generously  gave  us, 
have  been  turned  over 
to  Prof.  Campbell  for 
cleaning  by  the  elec- 
trotype process  and, 
so  far,  the  results 
have  been  excel- 
lent.” He  later 
donated  many  plas- 
ter casts  of  coins  in 
his  collection  to  the 
ANS. 

Garrett  also  provided  the 
ANS  with  research  assis- 
tance. The  ANS  often  put 
numismatic  authors  in 
contact  with  Garrett 
so  that  he  could  offer 
photographs  of 
pieces  from  his  col- 
lection (mainly 
ancient  Greek  and 
Roman  coins)  to  be 
published.  He  also 
helped  fund  the  excavations 
of  David  Moore  Robinson,  a 

professor  at  Johns  Hopkins  c -i  > □ i i 

^ ^ Fig.  14.  Peace  medals 

University  who  helped  authen-  fusecj  ancj  partially 
ticate  and  appraise  Garrett’s  destroyed  in  the  Baltimore 
ancient  coin  collection.  Garrett  hire  (ANS  1923.154.1, 
sometimes  sent  the  ANS  coins  9'^  Garrett), 

from  his  collection  for  study, 

and  he  told  curators  when  he  came  across  something  of 
interest,  including  a rumor  that  the  Hermitage  was  quietly 
liquidating  its  collection.  Edward  T.  Newell’s  response  on 
June  20,  1931,  gives  insight  into  the  universal  troubles 
caused  by  the  Great  Depression.  He  wrote:  “The  only 
trouble  is  that  the  present  financial  conditions  have  some- 
what affected  my  own  numismatic  purchase  fund  and  I 
notice  that  the  members  of  our  Society  also  do  not  rush  in 
these  days  to  subscribe  to  our  purchase  funds.  If  as  many 
of  their  investments  have  defaulted  as  in  my  own  case  I 
certainly  do  not  blame  them!”  The  Great  Depression 
affected  Garrett  as  well:  his  donations — and  acquisitions 
for  his  own  collection — slowed  dramatically. 

On  June  26,  1942,  John  Work  Garrett  died  and  left 
Evergreen  and  all  of  his  collections  to  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  which  had  played  an  important  role  in  his  fam- 
ily’s cultural  and  social  life  for  two  generations.  That  same 
year,  Robert  Garrett  gave  his  manuscript  collection  to 
Princeton  University.  Shortly  after  John  died,  the  family’s 
coin  collection  was  delivered  to  the  university’s  library.  In 
1944,  Dr.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Freeman  was  hired  as  Curator 
of  the  Fine  Arts  and  Numismatic  Collections  by 
University  President  Isaiah  Bowman.  Using  Garrett's 
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notes,  Freeman  was  able  to  catalog  the  medals  and  the 
Greek,  Roman,  Byzantine,  and  Barbarian  coins.  She  was 
also  able  to  catalog  the  ancient  and  foreign  coins  that  the 
university  had  acquired  prior  to  the  Garrett  collection. 
When  Garrett's  wife  died.  Evergreen  was  opened  as  a 
museum  and  rare-book  library,  and  Freeman  continued  to 
work  from  her  new  office  inside  the  museum/house. 
While  assisting  numismatic  researchers  with  questions 
relating  to  the  collection.  Freeman  was  able  to  finish  sev- 
eral articles  and  a book.  Medals  Relating  to  Medicine  and 
Allied  Sciences  in  the  Numismatic  Collection  of  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  (1964).  In  1972,  Freeman  retired  and 
was  succeeded  by  Susan  Grewe  Tripp,  who  remained 
Keeper  of  Coins  and  Director  of  Johns  Hopkins 
University  Collections  until  1991  and  who  now  serves  as 
an  ANS  Trustee. 

For  security  reasons,  the  university  chose  to  keep  the 
collection  in  a bank  rather  than  on  campus.  In  the  1970s, 
the  trustees  of  the  university  decided  that  keeping  them 
there  was  not  aiding  research.  They  also  felt  that  the  assets 
locked  up  in  the  coins  could  be  better  used  elsewhere. 
Thus  in  1976  they  commissioned  Stack’s  of  New  York 
City  to  auction  many  of  the  duplicates  in  the  holdings. 
After  the  success  of  this  auction,  the  university  decided  to 
liquidate  all  of  the  coins.  Bowers  and  Ruddy  of 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  was  chosen  to  sell  the  U.S. 
portion  in  a four-part  series  of  auctions  from  1979  to  1981. 
The  U.S.  auctions  ended  up  grossing  $25  million  for  Johns 
Hopkins  University;  in  1984,  Numismatic  Fine  Arts  of 
Beverly  Hills,  California,  sold  the  ancient  part  of  the  col- 
lection, leaving  the  university  with  only  the  archives  and 
the  medical  medals. 

In  early  2000,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  David  and  Susan 
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MX-  jcbn  x-  Garre It 
Baltimore,  M. 

Iffy  Dear  Ur.  Garrett, 

1 was  very  glad  tc  read  cf  ycur  appointment  as  AttbaaBadcr  tc 
Italy  from  which  I Infer  yen  have  recovered  year  health. 

The  greet  collection  cf  coins  cf  the  lets  Virgil  m.  Brand  cf  Chicago,  has 
be-m  placed  in  my  band*  for  private  sale  at  the  price  cf  five  ail lien  dollars* 

The  oOllecticn  ie  the  meat  extensive  ever  made  by  a privste  individual,  seme  368,000 
coins,  about  68,000  geld,  sll  cf  the  finest  quality.  a greet  many  unique. 

The  collection  is  magnificent,  containing  the  cresteat  array  cf  gem  u.  3. 
coins  ever  assembled,  1804  del lars  end  ether  great  rarities.  The  price  is  net  too 
great.  The  market  value  if  sold  eeparately,  would  be  far  mere  1 believe. 

WCUld  yen  be  Interested  in  Its  purchase  cr  desire  tc  bave  more  details? 

If  ac , I »ill  go  tc  Baltimore  tc  see  you  at  ycur  appeintaent.  l believe  you  could 
buy  tbs  collection  and  select  9uch  as  you  desired  tc  keep  and  readily  sell  any 
dupll cates  cr  pieces  not  desired  tc  advantage. 

3hall  be  glad  to  bear  from  you. 

Ycurs  very  truly,  - 


Fig.  15.  Letter  from  Henry  Chapman  to  John  Garrett,  dated 
August  15,  1 929,  asking  if  he  would  care  to  purchase  the 
Virgil  Brand  collection.  (ANS  collections) 


Fig.  16.  Letter 
from  John 
Garrett  to 
Wayte 
Raymond 
dated 

February  3, 

1 934,  inquir- 
ing about  the 
purchase  of 
1933  U.S. 
gold  coins,  "if 
ifs  not  against 
the  law."  (ANS 
collections) 


Fig.  1 7.  Wayte 
Raymond's 
reply  to  the 
previous  letters 
stating  that  he 
knows  1 933 
gold  coins 
were  struck, 
but  had  not 
been  able  find 
any.  (ANS  col- 
lections) 


Tripp,  the  Garrett  Numismatic  Archives  were  donated  to 
the  ANS  by  Johns  Hopkins  University.  The  archives  con- 
tain approximately  one  thousand  letters  between  the 
Garretts  and  iconic  numismatists  and  dealers  of  the  day, 
including  Henry  and  Samuel  H.  Chapman,  Edward 
Marris,  Lyman  H.  Low,  Edouard  Frossard,  B.  Max  Mehl, 
Leonard  Forrer,  Wayte  Raymond,  Edward  and  George 
Cogan,  George  Massamore,  and  Jacques  and  Hans 
Schulman  (Figs.  15,  17).  These  include  a letter  from 
Marris  to  T.  Harrison  Garrett,  offering  his  entire  collection 
of  New  Jersey  coppers.  Another  interesting  letter  is  from 
Low,  offering  his  collection  of  Hard  Times  tokens  to 
Garrett.  There  are  also  papers  pertaining  to  Garrett's  rela- 
tionship with  the  ANS,  and  the  original  collection  note- 
books kept  by  T.  Harrison  and  John  W.  Garrett.  John's 
card  catalog,  which  contains  over  three  thousand  hand- 
written cards  covering  all  the  series  in  the  collection, 
includes  detailed  descriptions  of  the  coins  along  with 
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i-ebruary  3rd,  !*;>», 


Jir.  duytu  l.eyiaond, 

.'eric  . icnut, 

New  York,  Ilew  York. 

Dear  ;ir.  i.ayixond 

it  .l.jht  be  ifitereatin.  for 
ue  to  8dd  to  tay  ooileotlou,  if  it  is 
not  ogblnnt  the  lav.-,  the  luot  gold 
pieoeo 

..20,00 

*10. 00 
u.OO 

a.oo 

1 lci  not  .>uow  whether  any  or 
all  of  theae  aero  struck  lt.ot  year,  but 
perhape  if  you  cuu  uoiae  eoroaa  the  actual  lao 
lest  ones,  la  pro; a or  unoiroulu  ted 
condition,  you  might  put  tuto  aside 
for  ue. 

Youru  uiacerely, 
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provenance  and  purchase  price.  Except  for  the  small  col- 
lection of  medical  medals  still  housed  at  Evergreen,  the 
gift  of  these  archives  from  Johns  Hopkins  University  has 
ended  their  relationship  to  the  Garrett  numismatic  collec- 
tion hut  has  created  an  opportunity  for  researchers  to  study 
the  archives  of  one  of  America’s  greatest  collecting  fami- 
lies. Llkftul 
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The  ANS  is  pleased  to  announce  the  publi- 
cation of  1999  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference  (COAC)  conference  papers, 
Money  of  the  Caribbean,  edited  by  Richard 
Doty  and  John  Kleeberg.  The  volume 
includes  studies  of  the  Spanish  mint  at 
Santo  Domingo,  Bermuda  hogge  money,  a 
palm-tree  countermark  attributed  to  Haiti, 
holey  dollars  of  Prince  Edward  Island, 

Jewish  merchant  tokens  from  the  Caribbean, 
the  “key”  countermark  used  in  Cuba  in  the 
19th  century,  and  the  1897  Cuban  souvenir 
dollar.  Copies  of  the  volume  can  be  ordered 
through  the  ANS’s  distributor, 

The  David  Brown  Book  Co., 

PO  Box  51 1 
(28  Main  Street) 

Oakville  CT  06779 

Toll-free:  800  791  9354,  fax:  860  945  9468, 

david.brown.bk.co@snet.net 
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You’ve  Worked  Hard  to 
Build  a Great  Collection 


Feel  confident  knowing  you  made  the  right  decision. 


When  the  time  comes  to  sell  your  prized  collection,  feel  secure  knowing  that  you  are  getting  the  most  money  for  your 
coins,  currency  & stamps.  David  Lawrence  will  help  you  decide  the  best  way  to  maximize  the  value  of  your  collec- 
tion with  the  assistance  of  our  knowledgable  staff  and  several  proven  selling  options: 


♦ Sell  your  collection  outright  and  receive  immediate  payment. 

♦ Choose  our  Consignment  program  where  you  retain  control  over  the  price  with  payment  after  the  sale. 

♦ Guaranteed  Auction  Program  (GAP)  is  a unigue  seller’s  program,  where  your  collection  is  consigned  at  a 
mutually  agreed  upon  reserve  price  to  our  internet  auction,  and  we  guarantee  the  sale  of  your  items.  If  the  items 
sell  above  the  reserve,  you  receive  full  hammer  price  before  the  buyer’s  premium.  The  guarantee : if  any  of  the  items 
fail  to  meet  reserve,  David  Lawrence  will  purchase  them  at  the  agreed  reserve  price. 

♦ For  distinquished  collections,  an  exclusive  Live  Auction  can  be  arranged. 

Give  us  a call  or  email  today  & let  us  do  the  work  for  you. 


ANA 


PNG 


John  Feigenbaum, 
Win  Callender  & 

IrJin  Rmd 1 momhrfars 


www.davidlawrence.com 

800.776.0560 

omail  ■ i q\/iH lQ\A/ronr^o  rnm 


David  Lawrence 
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Advancina  the  Art  of  C 


Ozymandias 
in  San  Francisco 

A Medallic  Memorial  of  the 
Great  Earthquake  and  Fire  of  1906 


By  Ira  Rezak 


All  collectors  to  some  extent  share  a common 
identity.  Yet  precisely  why  each  of  us  collects, 
what  we  collect,  and  how  we  go  about  it, 
indeed,  what  each  of  us  gets  out  of  collecting, 
is  quite  an  individual  matter.  Some  discuss 
their  priorities  with  others,  others  are  more 
private,  and  many  scarcely  trouble  to  think 
about  such  matters  at  all.  There  are  those 
who  simply  enjoy  possessing  rare  or  beau- 
tiful objects,  competition  in  the  market- 
place adds  a special  thrill  for  some,  and 
then  there  is  the  quieter  pleasure  of  finally 
achieving  a particular  ambition  or  goal  con- 
ceived years  before.  But  there  is  one  type  of 
experience  that  almost  every  one  of  us  treasures 
in  our  collecting  lives:  the  unexpected  find,  the 
serendipitous  opportunity  to  suddenly 
acquire  something  extraordinary,  something 
that  challenges  our  understanding  and  broad- 
ens our  collecting  horizon,  that  demands  a new  direction 
in  our  search  for  information. 

This  article  concerns  a single  medal — actually,  a plaque 
(Fig.  1 ) — which  I stumbled  across  five  years  ago  in  San 
Francisco  while  spending  a final  hour  in  town  before 
heading  off  to  the  airport  for  a return  flight  home.  Of 
course,  there  had  been  my  customary  earlier  browsings 
here  and  there,  but  these  had  failed  to  turn  up  a single 
coin,  token,  or  medal  that  might  have  served  as  a minor 
trophy  or  souvenir  of  my  trip  to  the  West  Coast  and  to  that 
wonderful  and  historic  city.  Yet  now,  in  the  back  of  a 
showcase  within  a nondescript  shop,  the  type  that  offers 
used  costume  jewelry  and  bric-a-brac  rather  than  antiques 


Fig.  2:  Samuel 


worthy  of  the  name,  my  eye  fell  upon  something 
brown  and  metallic.  I ended  up  buying  it,  a deci- 
sion that  has  rewarded  me  with  an  adventure  of 
research  and  discovery. 

It  was  a uniface  plaque,  six  inches  by  eight, 
fairly  heavy,  bearing  a scene  of  devastation. 
At  first  glance,  it  seemed  to  me  a vista  of 
ancient  ruins,  the  sort  of  romanticized 
scene  that  might  have  been  designed  for 
the  study  of  a gentleman  in  eighteenth-cen- 
tury England  or  Renaissance  Italy,  possibly 
the  sort  of  memento  mori  meant  to  induce  a 
contemplative  mood,  to  remind  the  philo- 
sophically inclined  that  sic  transit  gloria 
mundi , “the  glory  of  this  world  passes  thus 
away.”  But  brought  into  the  light,  the  plaque 
revealed  an  inscription  engraved  on  its  lower 
Lachman.  edge  in  manuscript  style,  words  that  grabbed 
my  attention  and  have  held  it  for  many  years 
since.  I am  no  collector  of  archaic  ruins  or  of  romantical- 
ly artistic  compositions,  but  I am  particularly  drawn  to 
medals  that  not  only  present  a view  of  actual  events,  serv- 
ing as  direct  witnesses  to  the  past,  but  that  also  seem  to 
comment  in  contemporary  terms  on  how  one  is  to  under- 
stand such  happenings.  The  inscription  read:  "The  sculp- 
tured head  in  stone  of  Samuel  Lachman  (1824-1892)  as  it 
fell  in  the  ruins  of  the  Great  Fire  (1906)  from  the  cornice 
of  his  firm’s  building  S.W.  corner  Market  and  Fremont 
Sts.  San  Francisco.”  The  plaque  also  bore  a clear  artist's 
signature:  H.  JAUCHEN. 

I wondered  if  Lachman  might  be  a Jewish  name,  because 
I collect  medals  on  Jewish  subjects,  but  at  the  time  I had 
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Fig.  1 : AE  plaaue  depicting  a 
sculpted  bust  or  Samuel  Lachman, 
which  fell  from  the  cornice  of  the 
Lachman  building  in  the  1906 
San  Francisco  earthquake  and 
fire.  1 50  x 180  mm  (Ira  Rezak 
collection). 
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no  idea  whatsoever  of  who  Samuel  Lachman  might  have 
been,  nor  did  the  vendor.  So  it  was  primarily  the  very 
strangeness  of  this  heavy  plaque  with  its  scene  of  the  1906 
San  Francisco  earthquake  and  fire  and  its  unusual  inscrip- 
tion that  prompted  me  to  buy  the  object.  The  questions  of 
who  Samuel  Lachman  (Fig.  2)  and  the  artist  Jauchen  were, 
when  the  piece  was  made,  and  whether  the  scene  depicted 
was  actually  real  or  the  product  of  artistic  fantasy  tanta- 
lized me  as  I put  the  plaque  in  my  valise  and  headed  to  the 
airport.  At  that  moment  I had  no  opportunity  to  seek 
answers  to  any  of  these  questions,  but  as  I made  off  with 
my  treasure — indeed,  from  the  very  first  moment  I had 
examined  the  plaque  in  the  shop — I was  intrigued  above 
all  by  the  purpose  of  this  medal:  what  was  the  message  it 
was  intended  to  convey  to  us,  one  hundred  years  after  the 
event?  I was  reminded  then  and  afterward  of  the  poet 
Shelley  and  his  contemplation  of  Ozymandias. 

Google  nowadays  often  helps  to  launch  virtually  all 
research  projects,  so  upon  arrival  back  home  I turned  on 
the  computer  and  learned  two  things:  First,  that  Samuel 
Lachman  was  a merchant  very  prominent  in  the  early  wine 
trade  in  California  and  that  Lacjac,  a small  town  in  north- 


ern California,  reflects  to  this  day  his  family’s  pioneering 
role  in  the  development  of  vineyards  in  that  area;  and  sec- 
ond, that  H.  Jauchen,  Hans  Jauchen,  the  sculptor  whose 
name  is  clearly  inscribed  on  the  plaque,  was  a San 
Francisco-area  artist  known  for  his  vessels,  bowls,  and 
vases  in  the  Arts  and  Crafts  style,  pieces  that  remain  much 
valued  in  the  marketplace  today.  Pictures  of  such  vessels 
by  Jauchen  that  had  recently  sold  at  auction  were  readily 
available  online,  but  there  were  no  medals.  Indeed, 
beyond  these  few  bare  facts  I had  initially  extracted  from 
the  Web,  the  trail  grew  abruptly  cold.  So  I started  to 
explore  more  conventional  sources  in  order  to  ferret  out 
information,  contacting  Bay  Area  collectors,  historical 
society  archivists,  wine  industry  associations,  and  art 
museum  curators,  always  providing  a photo  of  the  plaque 
and  expecting  thereby  to  tap  into  what  I imagined  would 
be  a readily  mined  trove  of  relevant  information.  I 
assumed  that  copies  of  a medallic  plaque  of  this  soil 
would  be  available  in  many  collections,  and  that  both 
Lachman  and  Jauchen  would  have  been  the  subjects  of 
considerable  research  in  San  Francisco  nearly  one  hun- 
dred years  after  that  area's  most  famous  geohistorical 
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Fig.  4:  The  Lachman  building,  at  the  corner  of  Market  and 
Fremont  Streets,  July  1 890  (The  Bancroft  Library,  University  of 
California,  Berkeley). 


Fig.  3:  The  largest  contemporary  oak  tank  for  wine  fermen- 
tation, 80,000  gallons,  found  in  S.  Lachman's  cellar  (The 
Bancroft  Library,  University  of  California,  Berkeley). 


event.  I was  to  be  considerably  disappointed:  California 
numismatists,  specialists  in  San  Francisco’s  history,  and 
museum  curators  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  plaque 
and  precious  little  about  Jauchen  except  for  the  few 
crumbs  that  had  found  their  way  into  Google  and  into 
books  on  the  California  Arts  and  Crafts  movement. 
Ultimately,  fleshing  out  the  story  required  a couple  of  per- 
sonal trips  to  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  and  the 
California  Historical  Society  to  view  their  extensive 
newspaper  files,  indirect  access  to  several  other  historical 
archives  including  online  photo  collections,  and  several 
helpful  personal  conversations.  Nevertheless,  many  ques- 
tions remain  unanswered  after  five  years  of  research,  even 
as  the  centennial  of  the  event  itself  has  already  occurred. 

The  plaque  tells  us  that  Samuel  Lachman  was 
born  in  1824  and  died  in  1892.  Obituaries,  as 
well  as  several  entries  in  wine  industry  journals 
and  biographical  dictionaries — he  was  a 
wealthy  and  preeminent  father  of  the  California 
wine  industry — confirm  the  dates  and  offer  a 
bit  more  information.  He  was  born  in  Gnesen,  a 
town  near  Posen,  then  in  Prussia,  but  today 
called  Gniezno,  near  Poznan,  within  present- 
day  Poland.  As  a young  man,  he  came  to 
California  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  gold  rush, 
arriving  in  San  Francisco  “from  the  East,  via 
the  isthmus,”  in  1850.  While  this  point  is  not 


entirely  clear,  it  appears  that  he  may  have  been  living  in 
“the  East,”  possibly  in  New  York,  before  1849,  rather  than 
having  migrated  to  California  directly  from  Germany.  He 
first  tried  mining  in  El  Dorado  County,  northeast  of 
Sacramento,  but  it  is  then  recorded  that  “he  struck  out  for 
new  fields”  and  by  1854  had  “hoofed  it”  from  Maryville 
to  Weaversville  in  Trinity  County,  in  the  Cascade  moun- 
tain foothills,  where  he  opened  a general  store.  He  seems 
to  have  prospered,  because  in  1856  he  “went  to  New  York 
and  married  his  affianced  bride  Miss  Henrietta  Guenther 
and  immediately  returned  to  Weaverville,  remaining  there 
until  1864,”  when  he  would  have  been  forty  years  old.  At 
that  point,  he  sold  all  his  local  interests,  or  as  he  himself 
termed  it,  “cleaned  up  his  sluice-boxes,”  and  moved  to 
San  Francisco  with  his  wife  and  two  young  sons.  Having 
apparently  accumulated  considerable  capital,  on  arrival  he 
is  described  as  having  invested  in  real  estate,  “laying  his 
foundations  broad  and  deep  in  the  best  business  property 
in  San  Francisco.”  He  also  looked  for  other  investment 
opportunities,  and  in  1867  formed  a partnership  with 
Adolph  Eberhardt  to  enter  the  wine  business,  at  that  time 
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Fig.  5:  Receipt  from  S.  Lachman  and  Co. 
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a purely  local  trade  with  no 
outlets  to  the  eastern  United 
States.  Within  six  months,  he 
had  invested  all  his  available 
capital  in  wineries,  warehous- 
es, and  vineyards,  and  by 
1872,  after  he  bought  out  his 
partner  Eberhardt,  the  firm 
became  known  as  S.  Lachman 
& Co.  At  a later  point,  his  sons 
Henry  and  Albert,  and  still 
later,  his  son-in-law  Leo 
Metzger  joined  the  firm,  but  it 
retained  the  name  S.  Lachman 
& Co.  even  after  Samuel  him- 
self died  of  a heart  attack  in 
1 892,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

Under  Lachman’s  leader- 
ship, the  firm  prospered  great- 
ly, eventually  requiring  moves 
to  progressively  larger  quar- 
ters within  downtown  San 
Lrancisco  every  few  years. 

Since  Lachman  was  a grower, 
wholesaler,  blender,  and 
exporter,  probably  the  leading 
wine-and-spirits  merchant  in 
the  city,  large  vats  required  for 
warehousing,  aging,  and  marketing  were  a principal  fea- 
ture of  his  wine  cellars,  and  Lachman’s  80,000-gallon  vat 
(Lig.  3)  was  when  first  built  the  largest  wine  receptacle  in 
San  Lrancisco.  In  fact,  Lachman  was  given  credit  in  the 
contemporary  trade  press  for  being  the  first  entrepreneur 
in  California  to  construct  such  large  vats  for  use  in  the 
wine  industry,  which  in  America  prior  to  that  time  had  uti- 
lized only  traditional  movable  casks.  Sometime  in  the  late 
1870s,  only  ten  years  after  he  first  entered  the  wine  trade 
and  a short  five  years  since  he  had  become  its  sole  propri- 
etor, S.  Lachman  & Co.,  with  its  famous  vat,  was  situated 
in  a grand,  newly  constructed  five-story  building  known 
as  Lachman’s  Block  (Lig.  4),  which  occupied  half  of  a city 
block  at  the  southwest  comer  of  Market  and  Lremont 
Streets.  Though  it  is  difficult  to  discern  clearly  on  a sur- 
viving lithograph  of  the  building  from  the  1880s,  the 
sculptured  head  in  stone,  the  central  element  of  the  plaque 
under  consideration,  seems  to  have  been  situated,  as  the 
plaque’s  inscription  indicates,  at  the  pinnacle  of  the  cor- 
nice of  the  firm’s  building,  on  the  facade  facing  Market 
Street.  A letterhead  of  the  Lachman  company  (Lig.  5)  used 
as  an  invoice  in  1880  indicates  that  they  were  “growers 
and  dealers  in  wines  and  brandies”  at  “401 — 41 1 Market 
Street  Corner  of  Lremont”  and  depicts  the  building, 
though  it  does  not  emphasize  the  sculpture.  Traditional 
exposition-prize  medallions  awarded  to  the  firm’s  prod- 
ucts, bearing  the  dates  1872  and  1873,  from  Vienna  and 
from  the  New  England  Agricultural  Society,  are  also  dis- 
played on  the  letterhead.  In  1885,  newer  and  yet  larger 


premises  were  required,  so  the 
firm  moved  to  Brannan  Street 
near  Second  Street,  which  new 
facility  had  vats  in  its  wine  cel- 
lar with  a capacity  totaling  two 
and  a half  million  gallons.  Also 
noteworthy  is  a New  York 
branch  of  the  business  on  Elm 
Street,  which  was  run  by 
Albert,  Samuel’s  eldest  son,  for 
Samuel  Lachman  was  a pio- 
neer in  the  transcontinental — 
indeed,  international — expan- 
sion of  the  California  wine 
trade. 

The  original  building  known 
as  Lachman’s  Block  on  Market 
and  Lremont  was  vacated  by 
the  company  in  1885  and  was 
thereafter  occupied  by  other 
businesses,  but  it  remained 
known  by  its  familiar  name 
until  the  earthquake  and  fire 
twenty  years  later.  After 
Lachman’s  death,  he  was 
remembered  as  stout,  jovial, 
and  charitable,  shrewd  but  fair 
in  business  dealings,  and 
respected  in  the  trade  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 
Lachman  was  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  finest  judges  of 
wine  in  the  business  but  also  seems  to  have  gained  a rep- 
utation as  something  of  a sharp-tongued  critic  when  nec- 
essary. Both  aspects  are  apparent  in  a presumably  apoc- 
ryphal story  told  of  Lachman  that  today  would  be  seen  as 
politically  most  incorrect.  He  was  said  to  have  condemned 
a rival’s  sherry  as  tasting  “as  if  it  had  a dead  Chinaman  in 
it,”  whereupon,  so  the  story  goes,  the  rival  investigated  his 
own  firm’s  vat  only  to  find  a corpse,  just  as  Lachman  had 
suspected!  Lachman’s  will  as  published  in  the  press  in 
1892  revealed  that  he  was  a very  wealthy  man  and  a phi- 
lanthropist who,  though  Jewish,  bequeathed  sums  to 
Catholic  and  Protestant  orphanages  as  well  as  to  one  for 
members  of  his  own  faith.  His  will  left  a four-million-dol- 
lar  estate  (which  would  be  worth  something  closer  to  one 
hundred  million  in  today’s  money)  primarily  to  his  sons 
and  daughter,  who  continued  the  family’s  wine  business. 
Two  years  after  Samuel  Lachman’s  death,  the  California 
Wine  Association  (Pig.  6)  was  formed  in  1 894  as  a trust 
under  the  presidency  of  Henry  Lachman,  Samuel’s  son. 
The  association  was  a massive  conglomerate  that  incorpo- 
rated the  S.  Lachman  & Co.  brand  as  well  as  many  others, 
and  it  lasted  until  prohibition  was  instituted  in  1920,  by 
which  time  it  had  come  to  control  some  eighty  California 
wineries  and  about  85  percent  of  the  entire  state’s  wine 
production. 

This  is  all  necessary  background  to  the  subject  of  the 
plaque,  which,  as  mentioned  above,  is  “The  sculptured 
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head  in  stone  of  Samuel  Lachman  (1824-1892)  as  it  fell 
in  the  ruins  of  the  Great  Fire  (1906)  from  the  cornice  of 
his  firm's  building  S.W.  corner  Market  and  Fremont  Sts. 
San  Francisco.”  The  scene  as  depicted  shows  collapsed 
masonry,  yet  the  description  makes  no  reference  to  an 
earthquake,  mentioning  only  the  Great  Fire.  The  historic 
earthquake,  which  occurred  on  Wednesday,  April  18, 
1906,  at  5: 1 2 a.m.  and  lasted  twenty-eight  seconds,  caused 
but  a portion  of  the  devastation.  Earthquakes  in  the  area 
were  common;  there  had  been  some  two  hundred  temblors 
recorded  in  northern  California  between  1850  and  1886, 
most  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Francisco  Bay.  So,  despite  the 
fact  that  the  city  had  been  destroyed  by  fire  no  less  than 
six  times  between  1849  and  1851  alone,  people  reasoned 
that  in  a quake,  wooden  construction  was  safer  than  brick 
or  stone.  Thus,  in  1906  the  large  majority  of  homes  were 
still  built  of  wood,  although  the  most  modern  downtown 
buildings  were  constructed  of  steel  skeletons  sheathed  in 
more  traditional  stonework  facades.  The  San  Andreas 
Fault,  running  northwest  to  southeast,  was  the  main  axis 
of  movement  during  the  earthquake  and  shook  masonry 
buildings  in  the  downtown  area;  chunks  of  facades  cas- 
caded onto  the  street  by  the  ton.  Fortunately,  at  5 a.m. 
there  were  few  people  in  the  business  district  and  relative- 
ly few  casualties  were  caused  during  this  phase  of  the  dis- 
aster in  the  commercial  center.  As  is  well  known,  the  U.S. 
Mint  Building,  constructed  only  a few  blocks  from  Market 
Street  between  1870  and  1874,  was  minimally  damaged 


by  the  earthquake.  On  the  other  hand,  cheaply  constructed 
brick  buildings,  homes  and  businesses  alike,  disintegrated, 
and  their  interiors  became  maelstroms  of  flying  debris. 
Consequently,  gas  lines  broke,  electric  wires  fell  to  the 
ground,  hearth  fires  were  dispersed,  flammable  materials 
and  even  chemical  stores  were  strewn  about  and  exposed, 
and  chimneys  toppled,  releasing  embers  into  the  sur- 
rounding area,  all  of  which  resulted  in  a massive  confla- 
gration. The  three  principal  water  mains  for  the  city  of  San 
Francisco,  which  ran  along  the  San  Andreas  Fault  for 
seven  miles,  ruptured  in  the  quake,  making  firefighting 
nearly  impossible.  A photograph  taken  of  Market  Street 
soon  after  the  earthquake  makes  clear  that  the  building  in 
which  we  are  interested,  the  Lachman  Block  at  401-411 
Market,  had  not  collapsed  in  the  initial  quake  but  was 
soon  on  fire  (Fig.  7).  Later  views  of  Market  Street  facing 
toward  the  Ferry  Building  give  a sense  of  the  devastation 
on  the  south  side  of  the  street  after  the  fires  had  done  their 
damage  but  were  still  smoldering  (Fig.  8).  Views  from  the 
Ferry  Building  itself  down  along  Market  Street  convey  a 
sense  of  the  general  devastation  wrought  primarily  by  the 
great  fire,  which  lasted  some  four  days  (Fig.  9).  An  impro- 
vised railroad  track  to  aid  in  rubble  removal  was  later  laid 
along  the  south  side  of  the  street,  distinct  from  the  normal 
trolley  tracks,  which  ran  and  indeed  still  run  down  the 
center  of  the  street.  A closer-up  view  (Fig.  10)  of  the  area 
just  south  of  Sansome  Street  about  this  same  time  shows 
the  approximate  area  of  the  Lachman  Building  on  the  left; 
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Fig.  8:  A view  down  Market  street  toward  the  Ferry  Building 
during  the  fire  (California  Historical  Society). 


Fig.  1 0:  Looking  west  on  Market  Street  at  Sansome  Street  four 
months  after  the  fire  (California  State  Library). 


with  a little  imagination  one  may  even  imagine  that  a large 
block  seen  on  the  left  might  be  the  very  sculptured  head  in 
stone  of  Samuel  Lachman.  But  did  Samuel  Lachman’s 
head  really  fall  from  the  fifth  floor  of  his  firm’s  building 
and  land  more  or  less  face  up,  with  little  damage  except 
for  a broken  nose?  The  answer  seems  to  be  that  yes,  it  did. 
The  sculpture  was  photographed  lying  next  to  the  new 
tracks  (Fig.  1 1 ),  face  up  in  the  immediate  ruins,  even 
while  smoke  and  dust  still  lingered.  A picture  of  a man  sit- 
ting directly  upon  the  sculptured  head  (Fig.  12)  gives  a 
good  estimate  of  its  size,  some  five  feet  in  height.  Thus 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  head  of  Sam  Lachman  truly 
“fell  in  the  ruins  of  the  Great  Fire  (1906)  from  the  cornice 
of  his  firm’s  building  S.W.  corner  Market  and  Fremont 
Sts.” 

One  might  have 
imagined  that  many  of 
the  answers  to  the 
other  questions:  when 
the  medal  was  made, 
for  whom,  why,  and 
indeed  how — for  its 
technique  was  unusual, 
combining  a hand- 
engraved  text  onto  a 
large  bronze,  apparent- 
ly cast — would  be 
found  by  looking  up 
the  artist,  H.  Jauchen, 
whose  name  is  clearly 
inscribed  on  the  plaque 
itself,  at  its  lower- 
right-hand  corner.  But 
information  along 
these  axes  has  been 
very  hard  to  come  by. 

Though  Hans  Jauchen 


was  well  known  as  a craftsman,  his  medallic  output  seems 
to  have  been  vanishingly  small.  A repousee  plaque  of  his 
depicting  a couple  of  trees  (Fig.  13),  that  is,  a hammered 
and  chased  copper  sheet  twenty-four  inches  by  eighteen, 
sold  recently  for  $11,500.  He  is  said  to  have  made  small 
bas-relief  “portraits”  of  pet  animals  for  wealthy  society 
patrons.  His  near-life-size  bust  of  the  Antarctic  explorer 
Roald  Amundsen  is  located  in  Golden  Gate  Park.  He 
worked  in  copper,  iron,  steel,  aluminum,  and  even  silver 
and  gold.  His  magnum  opus  is  said  to  have  been  a giant 
altar  depicting  scenes  from  the  life  of  Christ,  commis- 
sioned by  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  and  installed  in  Morgan’s 
private  chapel  in  London.  Curators  of  California  art  muse- 
ums and  dealers  as  well,  however,  know  of  him  and  value 
his  art  principally  for  his  bowls  and  vases  (Fig.  14),  which 

are  typically  imprinted 
with  his  name.  Jauchen 
taught  his  craft  for 
decades  at  Stanford 
and  at  the  University 
of  California  at 
Berkeley,  and  he  was 
one  of  the  literally 
thousands  who 

received  a “Gold 
Medal”  at  the  Panama 
Pacific  International 
Exhibition  of  1915. 
However,  there  seems 
to  be  no  record  of  an 
exhibition  of  his  works 
and  no  catalog  of 
them.  Brief  notices 
appearing  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle  in 
1937  and  the  obituary 
notice  in  the  same 


Fig.  9:  Overview  of  Market  Street  from  the  Ferry  Building  (The  Bancroft  Library, 
University  of  California,  Berkeley). 
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Fig.  1 1 : Sculpture  of  Lachman's  head  in  the  rubble  of  the 
Lachman  building  (The  Bancroft  Library,  University  of 
California,  Berkeley). 


newspaper  on  March  13,  1970,  give  something  of  his 
background.  Though  born  in  Hamburg,  Germany,  on 
February  26,  1883,  he  was  of  Danish  ancestry.  Many  of 
his  forbears  were  also  metal  craftsmen.  He  may  have 
come  to  San  Francisco  about  the  time  of  the  earthquake, 
or  possibly  a few  years  later,  about  1910.  having  already 
worked  in  Europe  for  many  years  and  having  won  a medal 
in  Amsterdam.  He  retired  in  1940  and  died  on  March  10, 
1970,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Unfortunately,  it  appears 
that  his  wife  did  not  preserve  his  papers  and,  though  he 
seems  to  have  had  many  students,  none,  so  far  as  I have 
been  able  to  learn,  have  recorded  recollections  of  him. 

For  the  first  few  years  that  this  plaque  was  in  my  pos- 
session, I simply  assumed  that  it  was  cast  in  bronze  and  so 
described  it  to  people.  In  a phone  conversation  with  a 
dealer  in  California  who  had  never  even  seen  the  plaque, 
however,  it  was  suggested  that  the  plaque  was  almost  cer- 
tainly made  entirely  by  Jauchen’s  usual  technique:  chas- 
ing; that  is,  it  was  hammered  out  of  copper  from  behind, 
tooled  from  the  front,  and  afterward  filled  with  lead  and  a 
flat  back  applied.  An  examination  then  revealed  that 
indeed  it  didn't  sound  solid  when  tapped  and  had  a visible 
edge  seam,  much  like  a sandwiched  electrotype.  Despite 
my  embarrassment  at  having  initially  misunderstood  the 
method  of  manufacture,  I belatedly  came  to  understand, 
first,  that  this  object  made  sense  as  Jauchen’s  work,  and 
second,  why  it  was  unknown  to  the  most  advanced  collec- 
tors of  Californian  medals  as  well  as  to  art  museums  in  the 
Bay  Area.  Presumably,  it  is  a unique  handmade  object 
never  intended  for  replication. 

This  leaves  three  issues  still  open.  When  the  plaque  was 
made,  why  it  was  made,  and — to  me  the  most  interesting 
question  of  all — what  its  intended  meaning  is.  Is  it  mere- 
ly a picture,  a souvenir  of  a curious  bit  of  detritus  in  the 
rubble  of  the  Great  Fire?  Or  might  this  plaque  have  been 
meant  to  convey  a particular  message,  perhaps  a philo- 
sophical reflection  on  hubris  and  nemesis?  Alas,  I can 
offer  no  definitive  answers  for  these  questions,  at  least  not 
yet,  and  possibly  there  may  never  be  clear  answers. 
Rather,  this  latter  point  enters  into  those  interesting  realms 


Fig.  1 2:  Man  sitting  on  Lachman's  head  (California  State 
Library). 


of  the  collector’s  art:  speculation,  and  even  wishful  think- 
ing. It  is  of  course  the  privilege  of  any  viewer  of  an  art 
object — and  especially  of  its  owner — to  consider  what  to 
make  of  it  and  in  so  doing  try  to  add  something  to  the  orig- 
inal creation.  So  I take  the  liberty  of  doing  just  that,  by 
offering  the  following  thoughts  about  those  parts  of  this 
plaque’s  history  that  are  neither  intrinsically  apparent  nor 
presently  discoverable  despite  considerable  archival 
research. 

Experts  in  collecting  memorabilia  of  the  San  Francisco 
earthquake  have  told  me  that  this  object  may  simply  be  a 
souvenir,  but  this  work  seems  to  me  too  elaborate  to  be 
merely  that  and,  besides,  souvenirs  are  usually  multiples 
designed  to  have  broad  appeal.  Furthermore,  it  probably 
was  not  made  at  the  time  of  the  disaster  itself  but  some 
years  later,  since  it  seems  that  Jauchen  did  not  arrive  in 
San  Francisco  until  about  1910,  by  which  time  the  city 
was  long  rebuilt.  He  certainly  did  not  simply  imagine  the 
composition  of  the  scene  on  the  medal,  theatrical  as  it 
appears,  for  there  are  numerous  photos  of  the  immediate 
aftermath  of  the  fire  in  the  archives  of  the  California 
Historical  Society  and  on  Web  sites,  which  present  virtu- 
ally the  same  perspective,  albeit  without  the  plaque’s  dra- 
matic text.  In  other  words,  Jauchen  probably  made  his 
piece  by  copying  a photo — or  even  a postcard,  themselves 
already  souvenirs.  To  me,  this  makes  it  seem  highly 
unlikely  that  timely  commemoration  was  the  principal 
reason  for  producing  a plaque  so  elaborate.  So  why  might 
Jauchen  have  made  it?  It  has  been  further  suggested  to  me 
that  this  plaque  may  have  been  made  specifically  for  the 
Lachman  family,  as  a memorial  to  Samuel  Lachman  and 
his  enterprise.  Hardly.  One  must  very  much  doubt  that  the 
ignominious  tumbling  down  of  Lachman’s  head  and  the 
destruction  of  an  edifice  that  bore  his  name  would  be  wel- 
come on  the  desk  or  wall  of  one  of  the  very  wealthy  heirs 
of  the  Lachman  clan,  still  preeminent  in  the  city’s  wine 
trade  and  social  elite.  My  own  speculation,  admittedly 
unsupported  by  specific  evidence,  is  that  at  some  time 
after  the  event,  perhaps  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  years  later,  the 
City  of  San  Francisco  or  perhaps  a regional  museum  or  a 
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Fig.  1 3:  Bronze  plaque  by  Hans  Jauchen. 


Fig.  14:  Bronze  bowl  by  Hans  Jauchen. 


gallery  decided  to  gather  and  to  exhibit  works  illustrating 
and  interpreting  the  catastrophic  event.  That  might  have 
given  Jauchen,  by  then  an  artist  established  in  the  city,  the 
incentive  and  opportunity  to  produce  a work  of  art  specif- 
ically for  such  an  exhibition.  The  size  of  the  plaque,  six  by 
eight  inches,  is  rather  too  big  to  have  been  hand  held  and 
seems  too  small  for  conventional  display  on  a wall,  but  it 
might  have  been  viewable  along  with  other  memorabilia 
in  a showcase  under  glass.  Still,  that  would  not  have 
required  the  addition  of  the  hand-engraved  text  on  the 
plaque  itself.  A title  card  next  to  the  plaque  on  display 
would  have  sufficed  to  explain  the  scene  to  any  viewer.  I 
therefore  tentatively  conclude  that  the  artist  specifically 
intended  to  convey  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a philosoph- 
ic perspective,  a reflection  that  is  also  a warning.  Place 
yourself  not  above  the  ordinary,  ye  who  are  wealthy,  make 
not  an  idol  of  your  own  image,  ye  who  are  proud.  The 
wealthy  and  powerful  commercial  elite  of  pre-earthquake 
San  Francisco  were  famously  ambitious  and  prone  to  lux- 
ury and  self-promotion.  I imagine  that  the  European- 
trained  Jauchen,  unaccustomed  to  such  self-aggrandize- 
ment, except  of  course  by  royalty  and  the  nobility,  was 
struck  by  the  hubris  of  this  brash  American  and,  dare  I say 
it,  Jewish  merchant  who  had  erected  a gigantic  statue  of 
himself  on  the  facade  of  his  own  emporium.  In  the  end, 
the  message  the  artist  has  communicated,  at  least  to  me,  is: 
Do  not  set  yourself  up  as  above  others,  for  if  you  do  so,  the 
gods  will  surely  bring  you  low.  FiVRL'i 


Ozymandias 

I met  a traveler  from  an  antique  land 
Who  said:  Two  vast  and  trunkless  legs  of  stone 
Stand  in  the  desert.  Near  them,  on  the  sand, 
Half  sunk,  a shattered  visage  lies,  whose  frown, 


And  wrinkled  lip,  and  sneer  of  cold  command, 

Tell  that  its  sculptor  well  those  passions  read, 

Which  yet  survive,  stamped  on  these  lifeless  things, 

The  hand  that  mocked  them,  and  the  heart  that  fed, 
And  on  the  pedestal  these  words  appear: 

“My  name  is  Ozymandias,  King  of  Kings: 

Look  upon  my  works,  ye  Mighty,  and  despair!” 
Nothing  beside  remains.  Round  the  decay 
Of  that  colossal  wreck,  boundless  and  bare 
The  lone  and  level  sands  stretch  far  away. 

— Percy  Bysshe  Shelley  (1792-1822) 
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From  the  Collections  Manager  by 


ELENA  STOLYARIK 


New  Acquisitions 


Since  the  previous  issue  of 
the  ANS  Magazine , the 
departments  have  acquired, 
and  the  Collections 
Committee  approved,  a 
number  of  impressive  purchases  and 
several  generous  gifts. 


From  the  Classical  Numismatic 
Group  Auction  142,  the  ANS 
obtained  a fascinating  electrum 
coin  (no.  39)  of  uncertain  type 
(Fig.  1).  The  coin  had  been  iden- 
tified originally  as  an 
Ionian  half  stater,  but 
was  reattributed  by 
William  Bubelis  as  a 
rare  issue  of  c.  500  BC, 
from  the  mint  city  of 
Eion,  in  Macedonia. 

By  private  arrange- 
ment, the  ANS  pur- 


Fig. 1. 
Macedonia. 
Eion.  EL  half 
stater,  c. 
500-450  BC 
(ANS 

2006.35.1, 
purchase).  8.0 
mm,  1.19  g. 


chased  an  exquisite  and  extremely 
rare  large  cast  bronze  medallion  by 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  (Fig.  2). 
This  relief  of  Victory  is  dated  to  c. 
1905  and  related  to  the  head  of 
Victory  that  Saint-Gaudens  modeled 
in  connection  with  the  monument  of 
General  Sherman.  Charged  by 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  to 
improve  the  quality  of  United  States 
coinage,  Saint-Gaudens  sculpted  a 
number  of  designs.  His  head  of  the 
figure  of  Victory  from  the  General 
Sherman  monument  became  a com- 
bination of  Victory  with  Peace 
(NIKH-EIPHNH)  and  was  proposed 
for  the  cent.  It  is  important  to  men- 
tion that  Saint-Gaudens,  the  designer 
of  the  United  States’  most  beautiful 
coins,  was  closely  connected  with  the 
ANS  and  officially  represented  the 


Society  at  the  Paris  International 
Exposition  of  1900. 

A group  of  twelve  beautifully  pre- 
served and  framed  gilt  bronze  medals 
by  Anthony  De  Francisci 
(1887-1964)  was  also  acquired  by 
purchase  (Fig.  3).  In  the  center  of  the 
presentation  panel  is  a large  (160 
mm)  uniface  medallion  dedicated  to 
Abraham  Lincoln,  THE  GREAT 
EMANCIPATOR,  showing  the  presi- 
dent’s bust  to  right  and  his  facsimile 
signature.  Below  it  is  a uniface  medal 
of  1962,  with  an  image  of  a beautiful 
female  profile  to  left  with  the  slogan, 
A THING  OF  BEAUTY  IS  A JOY 
FOR  EVER.  Among  the  other  mas- 
terworks  of  De  Francisci  in  this  set 
are  a commemorative  medal  dedicat- 
ed to  the  American  Civil  War,  depict- 
ing a cavalryman  and  uniformed  bust 


Fig.  3.  United  States.  Group  of  twelve  framed  gilt  bronze  medallions,  by  Anthony  De  Francisci  (1887  1964)  (ANS 
2006.38.1-12,  purchase).  21  1/8  x 36  7/8  inches,  framed. 
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Fig.  2.  United  States.  Victory-Peace  (NIKH- 
EIPHNH).  Cast  bronze  medallion,  c.  1905,  by 
Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  (1848-1907)  (ANS 
2006.37.1,  purchase).  35.5  x 39.4  cm. 
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Fig.  5.  Argentina.  Buenos  Aires.  The 
Eighth  International  Regatta.  Bronze 
medal,  1 968  (ANS  2006.40.1 , gift  of 
Richard  Burnes).  61  mm. 

engraver  and  medalist  who  worked 
for  the  Birmingham  and  British 
Royal  Mints  and  founded  the  famous 
Pinches  Medallions  firm.  Several 
variants  of  Pinches’  famous 
“Opening  of  the  Crystal  Palace” 
medals  are  in  the  ANS  collection. 
This  latest  piece  is  a nice  adjunct  to 
our  previous  holdings  of  Pinches’ 
medallic  works. 

A bronze  Argentine  medal  of  1968, 
commemorating  the  Eighth 
International  Regatta  in  Buenos 
Aires,  was  received  by  the  Society 
from  Richard  Burnes  (Fig.  5),  while 
the  North-West  Territorial  Mint  kind- 
ly provided  two  pieces  for  our  U.S. 
Medals  collection.  The  first  of  these 
was  a silver  issue  of  the  Illinois 
Commemorative  Medallion  Program, 
bearing  an  image  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  Jeff  Murray,  a graphic  artist 
with  Northwest  Territorial,  used  for 
this  medal  a famous  image  of  the  six- 
teenth president  beautifully  sculpted 
by  Charles  Vickers  (Fig.  6).  The  sec- 
ond medal  of  this  donation,  designed 
by  Chief  Designer  of  the  Northwest 
Territorial  Mint  Steven  R.  Lundberg, 
is  a “merlin  gold"  alloy  (brass)  exam- 


Fig.  4.  Great  Britain.  London.  Charles 
Roach  Smith  (1807-1890),  bronze 
medal,  1 890,  by  John  Pinches 
(1825-1905)  (ANS  2006.39.1 , gift  of 
Frank  L.  Kovacs).  57.1  mm. 


Fig.  7.  United  States.  The  North-West 
Territorial  Mint.  "Destiny."  Official 
California  Sesquicentennial  Medallion. 
"Merlin  gold"  alloy  (brass),  2000,  by 
Steven  R.  Lundberg  (ANS  2006.41 .2, 
gift  of  North-West  Territorial  Mint). 
39.1 


mm. 


of  General  Robert  E.  Lee 
(1807-1870);  a medal  commemorat- 
ing completion  of  the  Robert  Moses 
Niagara  Power  Plant  in  1963;  an  offi- 
cial 1964  New  York  World’s  Fair 
medal;  an  award  medal  for  “EXCEL- 
LENCE” in  physical  science;  as  well 
as  the  bronze  shells  of  a medal  com- 
memorating the  Hundredth 

Anniversary  of  Public  Service  by  the 
one  of  the  largest  chains  of  grocery 
stores  in  the  United  States,  the  Great 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Tea  Company 
(A&P),  with  images  of  famous  mem- 
bers of  the  Hartford  family  dynasty: 
George  H.  Hartford,  John  A. 
Hartford,  and  George  L.  Hartford. 

A fine  addition  to  our  medal  collec- 
tion came  from  ANS  Life  Fellow 
Frank  L.  Kovacs.  This  is  a medal 
bearing  a handsome,  realistic  image 
of  antiquarian  Charles  Roach  Smith 
(1807-1890),  coauthor  of 

Stevenson’s  well-known  Dictionary 
of  Roman  Coins  as  well  as  an  early 
student  of  lead  commercial  seals 
(Fig.  4).  The  Smith  medal  was 
designed  by  John  Pinches 
(1825-1905),  a prominent  British  die 
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Fig.  6.  United  States.  The  North-West 
Territorial  Mint.  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Commemorative  medallion,  2001. 

Silver  proof,  by  Jeff  Murray  (ANS 
2006.41 . 1 , gift  of  North-West 
Territorial  Mint).  39.4  mm. 

pie  issued  in  2000  to  celebrate  the 
sesquicentennial  of  California’s 
admission  to  the  union  in  1850  as  the 
thirty-first  state  (Fig.  7).  Entitled 
“Destiny,”  this  medal  was  dedicated 


36 


to  the  people,  both  past  and  present, 
whose  vision  and  hard  work  have  led 
to  the  great  destiny  California  enjoys. 

Our  eollection  of  modern  U.S. 
tokens  acquired  new  examples  from 
ANS  fellow  Anthony  Terranova, 
while  a generous  donation  of  the 
modern  coins  of  2006  came  from  Dr. 
David  Menchell.  Among  these  are 
individual  commemorative  silver 
issues  and  proof  mint  sets,  including 
Euro  coinages  (nickel-brass;  cupro- 
nickel)— productions  of  the  mints  of 
Austria,  Belgium,  Germany,  Italy, 
Ireland,  Luxemburg,  Spain,  and  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Current  Exhibition 

In  November,  ninety-three  electrum 
and  gold  objects  from  the  ANS’s 
ancient  Greek,  Roman,  Medieval, 
Islamic,  Latin  American,  and  United 
States  coin  collections  became  a part 
of  an  exhibition  entitled  “Gold,”  at 
the  American  Museum  of  Natural 
History,  in  New  York  City.  This 
major  featured  exhibit  reveals  the 
role  that  this  rare  metal  has  played  in 


Fig.  8.  Asia 
Minor. 
Uncertain 
mint.  EL  stater, 
c.  600-500 
BC  (ANS 
1967.152.43 
3,  Mrs.  Adra 
M.  Newell 
bequest).  1 8 
mm. 


Fig.  9.  Attica. 
Athens.  AV 
stater,  c. 
296-294  BC 
(ANS 

1967.152.27 
4,  bequest  of 
Adra  M. 
Newell). 


the  daily  lives  and  cultural  beliefs  of 
people  from  ancient  to  modern  times. 
The  ANS  coins  (Ligs.  8,  9,  10,  11), 
together  with  natural  gold,  treasures 
from  shipwrecks,  and  extraordinary 
objects  from  Mexico,  Costa  Rica, 
Panama,  Columbia,  and  Peru,  will  be 
on  display  through  August  2007. 


In  December,  the 
Alexander  S.  Onassis 
foundation  orga- 
nized, with  the  col- 
laboration of  the 
National 
Archaeological 
Museum  in  Athens, 
an  exhibit  on  the  two 
most  prominent  city- 
states  of  ancient 
Greece:  Athens  and 
Sparta.  The  exhibi- 
tion examines  the 
development  and 
flourishing  of  the 
two  cities,  starting 
from  the  eighth  cen- 
tury BC,  their  joint 
efforts  during  the 
Persian  War,  and, 
finally,  their  con- 
frontation during  the  Peloponnesian 
War.  Among  ancient  artifacts,  many 
of  which  will  travel  abroad  for  the 
first  time,  are  such  treasures  as  the 
fifth-century  BC  marble  bust  of  the 


Fig.  10. 
Roman 
Empire. 
Caligula  (AD 
37-41).  AV 
aureus. 
Lugdunum 
mint  (ANS 
1944.100.39 
330,  bequest 
of  Edward  T. 
Newell).  1 9 
mm. 


Fig.  1 1 . Colonial  Brazil  (under  Portugal). 
John  I.  1810.  Gold  bar  no.  5756,  23 
1/4  carat,  7 oitaves  54  graos.  Obv.: 
Crowned  arms  of  Portugal.  Rev.: 
Portuguese  globe  emblem  (ANS 
1 960. 1 66.281 , gift  of  B.  Peyton).  15  x 
75  x 2 cm. 


helmeted  Spartan  warrior  known  as 
Leonidas,  a fifth-century  BC  marble 
Athenian  Kore  from  the  Acropolis 
Museum,  bronze  figurines  of  hoplites 
from  Sparta  from  the  eighth  to  the 
sixth  century  BC,  arrowheads  and 
spearheads  from  the  famous  battle- 
field of  Thermopylae,  and  a black- 
figure  Laconian  kylix  of  the  sixth 
century  BC  from  the  Vatican 
Museums.  Legendary  objects  from 
the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
such  as  the  Athenian  decadrachm 
(Pig.  12)  and  the  Kimonean 


Fig.  12.  Attica.  Athens. 
AR  decadrachm,  ca.  465 
BC  (ANS  1949.1 19.1, 
gift  of  Wayte  Raymond, 
ex  J.P.  Morgan  coll.). 
39.020  g. 


Fig.  1 3.  Sicily.  Syracuse. 

AR  decadrachm  of 
Kimon,  ca.  405-400  BC 
(ANS  1944.100.55820, 
bequest  of  Edward  T. 

Newell).  35  mm,  42.3  g. 

decadrachm  of  Syracuse  (Pig.  13), 
were  lent  to  accompany  these  speci- 
mens. Together  with  numerous  pieces 
from  American,  Greek,  and  European 
cultural  institutions,  the  ANS's  coins 
will  be  on  display  in  the  Onassis 
Cultural  Center  in  New  York  until 
May  2007. 
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The  Language  of  Liberty: 

Reading  and  Interpreting  Inscriptions 


on  Coins  of  the  American 


By  Oliver  D.  Hoover 


Confederation  Period  (1776-1789) 


Part  1 : Vernacular  Language(s) 


Although  the  Latin  and  English  inscriptions  found  on 
the  coins  of  the  American  Confederation  period  represent 
an  interesting  numismatic  window  into  the  cultural  and 
political  milieu  of  the  early  United  States,  they  rarely 
receive  serious  treatment  in  the  literature.  Instead  they  are 
usually  relegated  to  mere  lists  with  translations  of  the 
Latin  legends.  Indeed,  most  of  the  lists  that  have  been 
published  to  date  ultimately  derive  from  that  which 
appeared  in  The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal  of  1897. 
Because  the  inscriptions  are  rarely  discussed  in  detail  and 
translations  of  the  Latin  legends  are  sometimes  poorly 
rendered,  it  seemed  worthwhile  to  take  a look  at  the  vari- 
ous inscriptions  found  on  the  coins  and  interpret  them  in 
their  historical  context.  This  first  installment  deals  with 
the  vernacular  inscriptions,  while  those  in  future  issues  of 
the  ANS  Magazine  will  address  the  Latin  legends. 

It  is  notable  that  in  a new  country,  where  the  spoken  and 
written  language  of  the  masses  was  English,  only  three 
major  coin  series  (Continental  Currency  patterns,  FUGIO 
cents,  and  Massachusetts  coppers),  out  of  some  sixteen 
new  and  planned  coinages,  used  English  as  the  primary 
language  for  their  inscriptions. 

Continental  Currency  Patterns 
(Breen  1085-1098) 

Considering  the  spirit  of  revolution  driving  the 
Continental  Congress  in  1776,  one  might  be  tempted  to 
think  that  the  use  of  English  legends  for  the  Continental 
Currency  patterns  (Fig.  1)  was  purposely  intended  to  sig- 
nal a break  with  the  royal  coinage  of  Great  Britain  (Fig. 
2),  which  had  regularly  employed  Latin  inscriptions  since 
before  the  time  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  kings.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  any  concern  about 
also  including  the  Latin  motto  FUGIO  (“I  fly'’)  and  some- 
times the  inscription  EG  FECIT,  variously  interpreted  as 


Fig  1 . United  States:  Continental  Congress.  Tin  Continental 
Currency  pattern,  1776.  Newman  3-D.  (ANS  191 1 .85.7) 
38  mm. 


“E[phraim]  G[etz],  E[lbridge] 
G[erry],  or  E[lisha]  G[allaudet] 
made  it”  on  the  reverse  (see  part  2 of 
this  series  for  discussion  of  the  mer- 
its of  these  reconstructions),  along- 
side the  English  denomination 
CONTINENTAL  CURRENCY  and 
motto  MIND  YOUR  BUSINESS. 

The  coexistence  of  English  and 
Latin  legends  on  the  same  coin  sug- 
gests that  there  was  a different 
model  in  mind  when  the  design  of 
the  Continental  Currency  was  being 
considered.  These  two  languages 
probably  appear  together  on  the  coin 
patterns  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  types  and  mottoes  are  all  taken 
directly  from  the  fractional  paper 
notes  (Fig.  3)  authorized  by 
Congress  on  February  17,  1776. 
Unlike  European  coinage,  which  had  a long  tradition  of 
Latin  inscriptions,  all  American  paper  money  had  been 


Fig  2.  Great  Britain: 
England.  George  III. 
AE  halfpenny, 

1 774.  Peck  907. 
(ANS  1949.65.44). 
29  mm. 
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HALF  A DODtAR 


According 
jfe/o  a Refolahtn 
Congress, 
'^pa/Jfd  at  Phi- 
3$jla<Jelphia,  F e- 

^SKUARV  ,7> 


V3S1SF 


i§§  ^f/  %fr/J sj  j 

Mhalf  a dollar 


■§§half  a dollar. § 


rip  tinted  by  Hall  & Sellers 
in  Philadelphia.  1776.  ® 


1 


\ Anno  1717* 
;ijo®aUr0ilftt)crmpnl 


* 


(f  fat 


m 


i 


Fig.  3.  United  States:  Continental  Congress.  Half  dollar  paper 
note,  1776.  Newman,  pp.  36-37.  (ANS  1974.103.3). 


Fig.  4.  Sweden:  Karl  XII.  10  daler  silfwermynt  paper  note, 
1717.  Pick  A64.  (ANS  0000.999.34884). 


Fig.  5.  United  States: 
Continental 
Congress.  AE  FUGIO 
cent,  1 787. 

Newman  1 1 -B. 

(ANS  1949.136.9). 
28  mm. 


printed  in  English  since  December 
10,  1690,  when  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  authorized  the  Western 
world’s  first  public  paper  currency. 
Indeed,  almost  all  paper  money  of 
the  early  modern  period  was  print- 
ed in  vernacular  languages  (Fig.  4) 
rather  than  Latin,  in  part  because  it 
was  more  crucial  to  the  common 
man  to  be  able  to  read  the  values 
and  conditions  of  exchange  found 
on  fiduciary  paper.  The  Latin 
inscriptions  of  contemporary 
metallic  coinages  were  largely 
honorific  or  propagandists  and 
often  had  little  to  do  with  value. 
Besides,  disputes  over  the  value  of 
coins  could  be  solved  easily  by 
recourse  to  a scale,  typology,  and 
rating  schedules.  Because  their  use 
of  language  is  closer  to  that  of 
paper  money  than  contemporary 
coinage,  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
inappropriate  to  think  of  the 
Continental  Currency  patterns  as 
notes  that  just  happened  to  be  pro- 
duced in  metal. 


Fig.  6.  United  States: 
Massachusetts.  AE 
cent,  1 787.  Ryder  3- 
G.  (ANS 

1943.9.31).  29  mm. 


Fugio  Cents  (Breen 
1300-1345) 

The  English  legends  on  the 
FUGIO  cents  of  1787  (Fig.  5) 
require  little  comment,  as  they  and 
the  types  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected are  all  directly  taken  from 
the  earlier  Continental  Currency 
patterns.  Through  copying,  the  ulti- 
mate model  for  these  federal  cop- 
pers was  also  the  paper  dollar  frac- 


tions of  February  17,  1776. 

Massachusetts  Coppers 
(Breen  702-705  and  959-973) 

It  is  not  entirely  impossible  that  the  decision  to  use  the 
English  legends  COMMONWEALTH  / MASSACHU- 
SETTS for  the  1787-1788  copper  cents  (Fig.  6)  and  half 
cents  of  that  state  could  have  been  influenced  by  some 
desire  to  break  with  royal  custom  in  the  wake  of  the 
American  Revolution.  The  three  unique  copper  patterns 
(Fig.  7)  probably  designed  for  Massachusetts  by  Paul 


Fig.  7.  United  States:  Massachusetts,  Boston  mint.  AE  half- 
penny, 1776.  Breen  702.  (ANS  1917.136.2).  29  mm. 


Revere  in  1776  are  also  notable  for  their  use  of  English 
rather  than  Latin  inscriptions  (e.g.,  PROVINCE  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS],  STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS, 
MASSACHUSETTS  STATE,  GODDESS  LIBERTY,  and 
LIBERTY  AND  VIRTUE)  and  might  also  support  this 
view.  However,  it  is  just  as  likely,  if  not  more,  that  the 


Fig.  8.  United  States:  Massachusetts,  Boston  mint.  AR  NE 
shilling,  1652.  Noe  NE.13.  (ANS  1946.89.6,  ex  W.B.O. 
Field  coll.).  28  mm. 
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Fig.  9.  United  States:  Massachusetts,  Boston  mint.  AR  pine- 
tree  shilling,  1652.  Noe  Pine  1.  (ANS  1946.89.48).  29 
mm. 


English  legends  of  1776  and 
1787-1788  should  all  be  understood 
as  merely  a continuation  of  local 
custom. 

Already  in  1652,  when  John  Hull 
first  began  to  produce  silver  coinage 
for  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony, 
Latin  legends  had  been  eschewed  in 
favor  of  English,  except  for  the 
denominations,  which  were  still 
given  in  Roman  numerals.  The 
abbreviation  NE  for  New  England 
was  used  on  the  early  shillings  (Fig. 
8),  sixpences,  and  threepences, 
rather  than  the  Latin  NA  for  Nova 
Anglia,  and  the  full  English  inscrip- 
tion MASATHVSETS  IN  / NEW 
ENGLAND  appeared  on  the  later 
willow,  oak,  and  pine-tree  issues 
(Fig.  9). 

The  unusual 
use  of  vernacular  legends  at  this 
early  date  is  linked  to  two  important 
factors:  the  largely  Puritan  religious 
makeup  of  the  colony’s  inhabitants, 
for  whom  Latin  smacked  of  “pop- 
ery,” and  the  desire  to  emulate  the 
style  of  the  contemporary  coinage  of 
the  Puritan-led  English 

Commonwealth.  With  the  execution 
of  King  Charles  I in  1649,  the  usual 
Latin  inscriptions  found  on  the  royal 
coinages  of  Great  Britain  were 
dropped  from  the  money  and 
replaced  by  English  legends  naming 
the  Commonwealth  (Fig.  10), 
although  they  returned  again  in  1656 
with  the  authorization  of  a special 
quasi-royal  coinage  for  Oliver 
Cromwell  as  Lord  Protector  (Fig. 

1 1 ).  However,  this  seems  to  have  had 
no  effect  on  Massachusetts  silver, 
which  probably  continued  to  be  produced  with  English 
inscriptions  (and  a frozen  date  of  1652)  until  as  late  as 


Fig  11.  English 
Commonwealth: 
Oliver  Cromwell.  AV 
broad,  1 656.  Spink 
3225.  (ANS 
1906.115.8).  29 
mm. 


Fig.  10.  English 
Commonwealth.  AR 
shilling,  1651. 

Spink  3214.  (ANS 
1954.203.351,  ex 
Herbert  Ives  coll.). 
29  mm. 


A 

1 

s-  i 

L 

if;  ?r 

A 

1682,  when  the  mint  was  finally 
closed.  Hence,  the  state  coppers  of 
Massachusetts  appear  to  have  picked 
up  the  language  tradition  from  where 
Hull  and  his  associates  left  off  over  a 
century  earlier. 

The  continuity  of  the  English-lan- 
guage tradition  may  also  be  part  of  the 
general  tendency  to  promote  a 
Massachusetts  regional  identity  that  is 
exhibited  in  the  types  used  for  the  cop- 
pers. Both  the  province  halfpenny  of 
1776  and  the  coppers  of  1787-1788 
feature  the  obverse  type  of  a standing 
Indian,  based  on  the  original  design  of 
the  seal  granted  to  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  by  King  Charles  I in 
1629.  The  pine  tree  depicted  on  the 
1776  state  penny  may  have  been  intended  to  recall  the  old 
pine-tree  silver  coinage  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
although  it  might  just  as  easily  represent  a contemporary 
Liberty  Tree.  Lastly,  the  preferred  description  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  as  a Commonwealth  on  the  1787-1788 
coppers  seems  to  consciously  hark  back  to  the  heady  days 
of  the  1650s,  when  the  British  monarchy  was  briefly 
replaced  by  a Commonwealth  led  by  Puritans,  the  once 
persecuted  coreligionists  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
colonists.  While  the  Cromwellian  revolution  had  been 
short  lived  and  was  ultimately  overthrown,  that  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  other  American  colonies  had  suc- 
ceeded for  the  long  term. 


Fig.  12. Great 
Britain:  England, 
Bristol.  AE  Bristol 
farthing  token, 
1652.  BW. 
Gloucs.  1 2.  (ANS 
1967.159.257). 

21  mm. 


New  Hampshire  Coppers 
(Breen  705-708) 


Like  the  Massachusetts  patterns 
designed  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  a very  rare  series 
of  copper  patterns  was  also  made  for 
New  Hampshire  in  1776  (Breen 
705-706),  which  featured  the  English 
reverse  inscription  AMERICAN  : 
LIBERTY  encircling  the  initials  W. 
M.  As  these  coins  were  produced  in 
the  context  of  the  Revolution,  one 
might  again  be  tempted  to  see  the  use 
of  English  as  an  assault  on  British 
royal  tradition.  However,  such  an 
interpretation  would  probably  be  a 
mistake  here  as  well.  The  formula  of 
an  English  inscription  surrounding 
the  initials  of  the  authorized  producer 
of  the  coinage  (in  this  case,  William 
Moulton)  is  almost  certainly  derived 
from  the  long  tradition  of  privately 
struck  English  and  Irish  merchants’ 
tokens  (Fig.  12). 


Fig.  13.  United 
States:  New 
Hampshire.  AE 
halfpenny  pattern 
(?),  1776.  Breen 
708.  (ANS 
1988.75.1).  27 
mm. 
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In  the  late  seventeenth  and  early  eighteenth  centuries, 
the  initials  of  the  issuer  (and  sometimes  also  those  of  his 
wife)  surrounded  by  an  inscription,  often  naming  the  loca- 
tion of  the  issuers’  shop,  was  a standard  feature  of  mer- 
chant’s tokens.  Because  the  merchant-issuers  did  not 
always  have  classical  educations  themselves,  English  was 
a more  appropriate  language  than  Latin  for  them.  In  any 
case,  their  tokens  were  intended  for  use  by  all  members  of 
society,  from  the  most  highly  educated  nobleman  to  the 
simplest  street  urchin,  thereby  making  Latin  a hindrance 
to  many  potential  token  users.  Of  course,  for  the  many 
illiterate  persons  who  also  used  the  tokens,  English  or 
Latin  made  little  difference.  To  aid  this  sizeable  group,  the 
obverse  types  of  merchants’  tokens  were  almost  always 
pictorial,  often  employing  some  sort  of  heraldic  device  or 
a type  related  to  the  issuing  merchant’s  goods  and  servic- 
es. The  New  Hampshire  coppers  are 
no  different,  in  that  they  feature  the 
image  of  a Liberty  Tree  on  the 
obverse.  By  taking  the  popular  mer- 
chant’s token  as  the  model  for  the 
state  coinage,  English  inscriptions 
were  almost  a requirement. 
Interestingly,  this  model  also  served 
to  cast  the  revolutionary  government 
of  New  Hampshire  and  its  agent, 
William  Moulton,  as  political  mer- 
chants and  hawkers  of  the  ideology 
of  freedom  from  royal  domination. 

However,  this  pattern  was  not  ulti- 
mately approved  by  the  New 
Hampshire  House  of 

Representatives.  Although  the  leg- 
end AMERICAN  LIBERTY  and  the 
Liberty  Tree  obverse  type  was 
retained,  the  merchant’s  token-style 
reverse  was  abandoned.  The  inscrip- 
tional  reverse  was  instead  replaced  by  a somewhat  crude 
rendering  of  a harp  (Breen  708)  (Fig.  13),  which  Breen 
(60)  suggests  may  possibly  derive  from  the  eight-dollar 
Continental  Currency  notes  of  May  10,  1775.  However, 
the  form  of  the  harp  is  actually  much  closer  to  that  found 
on  the  contemporary  Irish  halfpence  of  George  III  (Fig. 
14),  suggesting  that  it  may  have  been  used  on  New 
Hampshire  coppers  as  an  indicator  of  value  or  as  a means 
of  lending  an  air  of  traditional  legitimacy  to  the 
Revolutionary  coinage. 

Vermont  and  Connecticut  Coppers 
(Breen  714-734  and  736-880) 

In  addition  to  English,  Breen  (61,  65)  has  suggested  that 
French  was  also  used  for  the  abbreviated  legend  INDE  ET 
LIB  found  on  the  reverses  of  Vermont  (Liberty  type)  and 
Connecticut  coppers  (Figs.  15,  16).  Presumably,  his  deci- 
sion to  expand  the  inscription  in  French  as  Independence] 


Fig.  1 4.  Great 
Britain:  Ireland, 
George  III.  AE  half- 
penny, 1766.  Spink 
6612.  (ANS 
1940.113.439).  28 
mm. 


Fig.  15.  United 
States:  Vermont, 
Machin's  Mills.  AE 
"copper,"  1788. 
Ryder  27.  (ANS 
1979.124.33).  28 
mm. 


Fig.  1 6.  United  States: 
Connecticut,  Machin's 
Mills.  AE  "cooper," 
1786.  (ANS' 
2005.37.331,  gift  of 
the  Colonial 
Newsletter 
Foundation,  ex 
Edward  R.  Barnsley 
coll.).  28.8  mm. 


et  Lib| erte J (“Independence  and 
Liberty”)  stemmed  from  the  fact  that 
in  classical  Latin  the  usual  word 
used  to  express  the  idea  of  independ- 
ence was  libertas,  which,  of  course, 
was  usually  reserved  to  translate 
English  “liberty”  on  American  con- 
federation coinages.  However,  Breen 
seems  to  have  been  unaware  of  the 
postclassical  development  of  the 
Latin  word  independents , which  not 
only  serves  as  the  source  of  the 
English  “independence”  but  still  sur- 
vives today  as  a preferred  form  in  the 
Neo-Latin  used  for  major  documents 
of  the  modern  Catholic  Church. 
While  it  is  true  that  in  February 
1778  an  alliance  was  forged  between 
the  American  Continental  Congress 
and  the  government  of  King  Louis 
XVI,  resulting  in  crucial  French 
financial  and  military  support  for 
the  continuing  war  against  the 
British,  it  seems  improbable  that 
this  would  have  been  cause  for  the 
coin  designers  of  Vermont  and 
Connecticut  to  use  a French 
inscription  almost  a decade  later. 
There  was  not  such  a high 
Francophone  population  in  either 
of  these  states  to  warrant  a French 
reverse  legend,  even  considering 
Vermont’s  shared  border  with 
Quebec  (a  British  province  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution)  and  its 
pockets  of  Quebecois  settlers  who 
had  joined  the  American  fight 
against  the  shared  enemy.  The  use 
of  French  to  appeal  to  a minority 
population  would  be  especially 
bizarre,  since  neither  Connecticut 
nor  Vermont  employed  English 
inscriptions  on  their  coppers. 
Likewise,  there  is  no  obvious  long- 
standing tradition  behind  the  leg- 


end that  would  make  a French 
inscription  appealing  here,  unlike  the  cases  of  the  French 
mottoes  used  on  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  British  monarchy 
(“dieu  et  mon  droit”  [“God  and  my  right”])  and  on  the 
insignia  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter  (“honi  soit  qui  mal  y 
pense”  [“Shame  on  him  who  thinks  evil  of  it”]).  The  latter 
was  supposed  to  have  been  spoken  by  Edward  111,  the 
founder  of  the  order,  as  a reproach  to  courtiers  who  had 
mocked  the  Countess  of  Salisbury  when  her  garter  slipped 
down  her  leg  at  a ball,  while  the  former  was  reputed  to  be 
the  watchword  used  by  Richard  the  Lionheart  at  the  Battle 
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ot  Gisors  (IDS).  Based  on  the  evidence,  it  seems  clear 
that  the  proper  expansion  of  1NDE  ET  LIB  must  be  the 
Latin  INDEPENDENTS  ET  LI  BERTAS. 

Our  review  of  the  English  legends  that  appear  on 
Confederation-period  coinages  shows  that  in  virtually 
every  case  the  vernacular  language  was  preferred  to  Latin, 
not  out  of  some  revolutionary  desire  to  break  with  the 
past,  but  instead  to  closely  follow  the  various  longstand- 
ing currency  models  that  were  used  by  each  of  the  issuing 
authorities  when  designing  their  money.  The  Continental 
Congress  looked  to  the  paper  currency  and  Massachusetts 
remembered  its  own  silver  coinage,  while  New 
Hampshire  imitated  the  old  pattern  of  the  merchant’s 
token.  Thus,  English  legends  actually  functioned  as  a con- 
servative element  on  the  coinages  of  a new  country  found- 
ed by  revolution. 
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Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan  and  the 
Archer  M.  Huntington  Award 
recipient  Philip  Mossman. 


n November  10,  ANS  Vice 
: President  and  Trustee  Roger 
Siboni  presented  the  2005  Archer 
Milton  Huntington  Medal  to  Dr.  Philip  L. 

Mossman,  a well-known  researcher  and 
author  in  the  field  of  early  American 
numismatics.  Welcoming  guests  and  the 
distinguished  honoree,  Siboni  referred  to 
Mossman’s  book  Money  of  the  American 
Colonies  and  Confederation,  A 
Numismatic,  Economic,  and  Historical 
Correlation,  Numismatic  Studies 
Number  20  (New  York:  American  Numismatic  Society,  1993), 
as  a resource  that  he  used  nearly  every  day.  The  Huntington 
medal  has  been  conferred  since  1918  in  recognition  of  out- 
standing career  contributions  to  numismatic  scholarship. 

ANS  Curator  Robert  W.  Hoge  introduced  Dr.  Mossman, 
observing  that  he  had  been  a collector  and  numismatic 
researcher  since  he  was  a child.  Born  in  1933  in  Worcester, 

Massachusetts,  he  received 
his  AB  from  Dartmouth 
College,  where  he  also 
attended  medical  school. 
After  obtaining  his  MD,  he 
served  as  Lieutenant  on 
active  duty  in  the  U.S.  Naval 
Reserve.  As  a physician,  his 
subsequent  professional 
work  has  been  largely  devot- 
ed to  the  rehabilitation  of 
stroke  victims — an  area  in  which  Dr.  Mossman  has  published 
the  standard  work,  A Problem  Oriented  Approach  to  Stroke 
Rehabilitation.  He  wrote  this  book  to  fulfill  his  desire  for 
answers  to  major  therapeutic  questions  after  finding  that  this 
important  field  of  medicine  was  not  adequately  accessible  to 
students.  Mossman  has  enjoyed  a distinguished  career  as 
Director  of  Rehabilitation  at  the  Eastern  Maine  Medical 
Center,  in  Bangor,  Maine. 

Dr.  Mossman’s  numismatic  career,  which  has  also  enjoyed  a 
pioneering  flavor,  has  been  concerned  with  the  early  colonial 
period  of  America,  and  again  has  sought  to  answer  funda- 
mental questions.  His  1993  book  Money  of  the  American 
Colonies  and  Confederation  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest 
works  on  the  numismatic  and  economic  history  of  this  era.  In 


Robert  Hoge,  Philip  Mossman, 
and  Roger  Siboni. 


it  he  focused  on  setting 
the  numismatic  evi- 
dence into  a historical 
context  by  researching 
archival  documents. 

From  1995  to  2000,  he 
served  as  editor  of  The 
Colonial  Newsletter  on 
behalf  of  the  American  Philip  Mossman  and 
Numismatic  Society.  ^°9er  Siboni . 

More  recently,  he  has  been  compiling  a census  of 
coin  finds  from  early  sites,  using  both  the  results  of 
professional  archaeologists  and  metal  detectorists.  His  cur- 
rent investigations  are  involved  with  surveying  the  contempo- 
rary counterfeit  coinages  and  paper  money  and  the  relevant 
primary  sources. 

Mossman  has  become  known  for  selflessly  assisting  with  the 
researches  of  others.  With  a strong  background  in  French,  he 
has  been  of  particular  help  as  an  editor  of  other  researchers’ 
work  requiring  proficiency  in  that  language.  Revealing  his 
Canadian  origins,  the  early  numismatic  history  of  our  northern 
neighbor  has  drawn  his  attention.  A fascination  with  the 
money  of  Nova  Scotia  has  a strong  personal  dimension  for 
Mossman.  His  father’s  family  traces  its  roots  there  in  the  mid- 
eighteenth century,  which  prompted  him  to  write  a book  about 


A toast  to  Philip  Mossman. 

his  own  family  history,  In  Search  of  David:  The  Saga  of  a 
Pioneer  to  Nova  Scotia  in  1 750. 

In  connection  with  the  Huntington  Award  reception,  ANS 
Curator  of  North  American  Coins  and  Currency  Robert  W. 
Hoge  presented  for  viewing  an  eighteenth-century  counterfeit- 
er’s engraved  copper  plate  intended  for  the  production  of  spu- 
rious notes  of  the  Continental  Congress  during  the 
Revolutionary  War. 


The  Huntington  Award  Medal  Presentation 


By  Robert  Wilson  Hoge 
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Current  Cabinet  activities 


BY 


Rambling  South  of  the  Border 


We’ve  seen  much  activ- 
ity in  the  Coin  Room 
this  past  year  in  con- 
nection with  the 
American 
Numismatic  Society’s  fine  collection 
of  Hispanic-related  coinages.  For  the 
cabinet  as  a whole,  requests  for  infor- 
mation or  for  photographs  of  certain 
series  are  fairly  routine  (think  “pieces 
of  eight”  or  “doubloons”).  But  vari- 
ous other  series  are  apparently 
becoming  more  popular  all  the  time, 
as  the  world  grows  technologically 
closer — and  as  “Americans”  become 
increasingly  aware  of  the  Spanish 
background  and  heritage  that  has 
infused  the  history  of  the  United 
States.  As  I mentioned  in  the  last  edi- 
tion of  this  column,  we  are  obliged  to 
the  expertise  of  specialist  dealer 
Mike  Dunigan,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
for  a suite  of  corrections  and  emenda- 
tions concerning  some  of  the 
Spanish-American  colonial  coins. 
These  pieces  had  been  added  to  the 
cabinet  over  many  years,  but  had  not 
yet  benefited  from  more  recent 
advances  in  knowledge  or  from  such 
a discerning  eye!  As  I worked  on 
updating  our  records  accordingly,  I 
thought  members  might  enjoy  shar- 
ing in  some  of  the  resulting  improve- 
ments. Other  inquiries,  research  and 
photographic  requests,  and  our  own 
cataloguing  efforts  among  the 
Hispanic  and  Latin  American  issues 
will  complete  our  foray  “South  of  the 
Border”  in  the  great  ANS  cabinet! 

A Singular  Rarity 

Undoubtedly  the  most  important 
discovery  made  by  Dunigan  in  the 
ANS  trays  is  an  odd  silver  2-reales 
piece  of  Charles  III  ( 1 759—  1 788), 
believed  to  be  unique!  (Fig.  1). 
Thanks  to  archival  detective  work 


Fig.  1 . Mexico  (for  Venezuela).  Charles 
III.  AR  2 reales,  1787,  FM.  Spanish 
colonial  special  issue,  minted  in 
Mexico  City,  the  capital  of  the  viceroy- 
alty of  New  Spain,  for  provincial  circu- 
lation in  the  Captaincy-general  of 
Venezuela  (Stohr,  46-66;  cf.  Cayon 
10905).  (ANS  1935.1 19.9,  purchase) 
26.2  mm. 

conducted  by  Venezuelan  numismat- 
ic researcher  Tomas  Stohr,  it  has  been 
revealed  that  there  was  a special 
lightweight  Mexican  issue  minted 
expressly  for  Venezuela  and  the 
neighboring  islands  in  1786  and 
1787.  The  underweight  issue  was 
described  in  archival  documentation 
as  “ la  moneda  Provincial  que  se  esta 
fabricando  en  esta  Real  Casa  para 
Caracas,  e Islas  de  Barlovento" 
(“Provincial  coinage  made  in  this 
royal  mint  for  Caracas  and  the 
Barlovento  Islands”;  that  is,  the  area 
at  one  time  encompassing  all  the 
Spanish-occupied  Windward  Islands 
of  the  Caribbean)  (Stohr,  61). 

In  order  to  try  to  mitigate  a dearth  of 
circulating  coinage  in  Caracas  and  its 
environs,  toward  the  end  of  1785  the 
governor  of  that  city  had  petitioned 


for  the  minting  of  up  to  two  million 
pesos-worth  of  coins  to  facilitate 
commercial  transactions  and  to  pro- 
mote enterprise.  So  as  to  promote 
local  circulation,  however,  he 
requested  that  the  coins  be  intrinsi- 
cally valued  at  about  40  percent 
below  their  notional  denomina- 
tions— in  effect,  that  they  be  under- 
weight replicas  of  the  standard  series, 
or,  in  other  words,  official  counter- 
feits! 

Initially,  the  idea  seemed  a feasible 
expedient,  and  the  project  progressed 
through  the  necessary  stages  of 
bureaucratic  review  and  recommen- 
dation. Eventually,  a Royal 
Ordinance  of  December  25,  1786, 
decreed  the  minting  of  1/2-,  1-,  and 
2-reales  pieces  at  40  percent  below 
standard  weight,  and  a further  ordi- 
nance of  February  3,  1787,  directed 
the  immediate  production  of  200,000 
pesos-worth  of  coins,  which  were 
reported  shipped  on  April  16,  1787. 
Presumably  to  cut  expenses  and  to 
protect  their  seigneurage  profit  mar- 
gins, the  Mexican  mint  appears  to 
have  utilized  the  same  puncheons  to 
cut  the  dies  for  these  coins  as 
employed  for  the  regular  series.  Not 
surprisingly,  some  other  royal  offi- 
cials, in  particular  Ignacio  Penalver  y 
Cardenas,  the  captain-general  and 
governor  of  Cuba,  became  alarmed 
by  the  possibility  of  the  damaging 
effects  that  this  strange  coinage  could 
have  on  credit  and  commerce  outside 
the  immediate  areas  of  concern. 
Upon  further  reflection,  in  an  ordi- 
nance of  August  20,  1787,  the  king 
commanded  the  cessation  and 
refunding  of  the  entire  coinage, 
which  was  subsequently  recalled  and 
reported  melted  in  1788  (Stohr, 
63-66). 

Through  painstaking  research. 
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Stohr  identified  forty-three  official 
documents  pertaining  to  this  peculiar 
coinage  while  working  in  the 
archives  of  Seville,  Mexico  City, 
Bogota,  Popayan,  and  Caracas  j 

(56-57).  But  actual  specimens  of  the 
Venezuelan  provincial  coinage 
remained  unrecognized  and  thus 
unrepresented  by  surviving  examples 
until  only  recently.  After  many  years 
of  searching,  Stohr  was  able  to  find  j 

one  example  of  a 1-real  coin  that  j 

matched  the  specifications  of  the 
Royal  Ordinance  of  December  25,  j 
1786.  This  piece,  dated  1787  and 
weighing  2.02  g,  was  intermediate  in  j 
diameter  between  the  standard  1 - and  j 

the  half-real  coins,  which  respective- 
ly weigh  3.38  and  1.01  g.  A 40-per-  j 
cent-underweight  4-reales  piece  was 
mentioned  in  archival  documenta- 
tion, and  a single  1786-dated  8-reales 
piece  surfaced  at  auction  not  long 
ago — both  evidently  minted  in  con- 
travention of  the  original  authoriza- 
tion, which  did  not  include  these 
denominations — but  no  specimens  of 
the  medio-real  or  of  the  2-reales  have 
been  reported  heretofore. 

At  4.063  g,  the  ANS  coin,  which  is  ] 
over  two  grams  too  light  for  the  nor- 
mal vice-regal  series  of  2-reales 
pieces  (6.76  g),  perfectly  demon- 
strates the  nature  of  this  enigmatic 
coinage.  A note  in  the  ANS  database  j 
had  recorded  that  this  specimen 
“might  be  a contemporary  counter-  \ 
feit,  but  [is]  more  likely  to  be  a mint  j 
error;  the  punches  and  the  die  work 
matches  [sic].  The  edge  is  excellent. 
The  details  are  in  very  strong  relief, 
as  would  happen  when  dies  strike  a j 
thin  planchet,  e.g.  a cliche.”  In  all 
respects  save  that  of  its  weight,  this 
coin  equates  with  the  standard  issues 
minted  under  the  supervision  of 
Francisco  Arance  y Cobos  (F)  and 
Mariano  Rodriquez  (M),  the  two 
ensayadores  (the  official,  die-signing 
“assayers”)  responsible  for  both 
series.  Stohr  studied  the  collections  in 
the  museum  cabinets  in  London, 
Paris,  Brussels,  Copenhagen,  j 

Luxemburg,  Rome,  Vienna,  Munich, 
Bogota,  and  Caracas,  but  somehow  | 

overlooked  the  ANS  holdings,  so 
Dunigan’s  identification  of  this  piece 

A M E 


constitutes  a landmark  discovery  in 
Venezuelan  numismatics. 

Mexican  Issues  of  Philip  II 

Philip  II  ruled  from  1556  to  1598,  at 
the  height  of  the  Spanish  empire’s 
extent  and  glory.  His  coinage  issues 
are  large  and  interesting.  In  the  ANS 
trays,  Dunigan  pointed  out  several 
reattributions  and  called  my  attention 
to  some  other  pieces  with  noteworthy 
features  minted  during  Philip’s  reign 
over  Mexico.  Two  pieces  were  1-real 
issues,  one  of  the  assayer  O 
(Bernardo  de  Onate),  who  continued 
under  Philip  from  the  reign  of 
Charles  I,  and  the  other  of  the  joint 
assayers  F and  D (Francisco  de 
Morales  and  Francisco  de  Quintana 
Duenas),  who  may  have  been  striking 
during  the  reign  of  Philip  III.  The 
first  of  these  is  of  a seemingly  unpub- 
lished variety,  a coin  struck  from  an 
obverse  die  that  was  perhaps  recut 
with  the  intention  of  turning  it  into  a 
die  for  2-reales  pieces;  it  is  possible 
to  discern,  on  the  left  of  the  royal 
arms  on  the  obverse,  o/M/o,  while  on 
the  right,  a “I”  (or  possibly  a “II”)  can 
be  discerned  as  having  been  cut  over 
an  O,  above  which  is  a small  o (Fig. 


Fig.  2.  Mexico.  Philip  II.  AR  real, 
assayer  O,  with  recut  I (or  II)  over  O. 
(ANS  1938.26.25,  purchase)  23.7 
mm. 


2).  The  second  is  a scarce  issue  that 
had  not  previously  been  noted  as 
such  (Fig.  3).  An  additional  issue  of 


Fig.  3.  Mexico.  Philip  II.  AR  real, 
assayers  F and  D.  (ANS 
000.999.19767)  20.9  mm. 


Philip  noted  is  another  Onate  coin,  a 
4-reales  that  had  lacked  a full 
description  (Fig.  4).  A helpful  refer- 
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Fig.  4.  Mexico.  Philip  II.  AR  4 reales, 
assayer  O.  (ANS  1001 .1 .9580,  col- 
lection of  the  Hispanic  Society  of 
America)  32.2  mm. 

ence  for  the  identification  and  eluci- 
dation of  early  Spanish  series  and  the 
varieties  minted  by  the  colonial 
assayers  ( ensayadores ) is  the  new 
ANS  publication  Cobs,  Pieces  of 
Eight,  and  Treasure  Coins:  The  Early 
Spanish-American  Mints  and  Their 
Coinages,  1536-1773,  by  Sewall 
Menzel. 

Philip  III  and  Early  Dated 
Mexican  Coins 

With  the  reign  of  Philip  III 
(1598-1622),  we  encounter  coins  of 
more  unkempt  appearance,  the  so- 
called  cobs  or  macuquinas.  But  this 
decline  in  general  technical  quality 
was  somewhat  offset  by  the  concomi- 
tant introduction  of  well-struck,  fully 
round  coins  often  referred  to  by  col- 
lectors and  students  as  “royals.” 
Dates  first  appeared  on  Mexican 
coins  of  Francisco  de  Morales  under 
Philip  III,  in  1607,  but  are  not  com- 
monly seen,  especially  on  the  smaller 
denominations.  Attributions  remain 
difficult,  so  help  like  Dunigan's  is 


Fig.  5.  Mexico.  Philip  II.  AR  half  real, 
assayer  F.  (ANS  1 992.1 .29,  gift  of 
Marx  and  Lottie  Salton,  in  memory  of 
Felix  Schlessinger)  17.7  mm. 
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most  welcome.  Among  the  various 
issues  in  the  ANS  trays,  he  noted  a 
couple  of  half-real  issues  of  Philip  111 
that  had  been  assigned  to  Philip  V 
(1700-1746)  and  a 1-real  of  assayer 
F that  had  been  assigned  to  Philip  II 
(Figs.  5,  6,  7).  He  also  questioned  a 2- 


Fig.  6.  Mexico.  Philip  III.  AR  half  real. 
(ANS  1 934. 1 .669,  purchase,  ex  Julius 
Guttag)  1 7.8  mm. 


Fig.  7.  Mexico.  Philip.  III.  AR  real, 
assayer  F (ca.  1615).  (ANS 
1938.26.24,  purchase)  22.6  mm. 

reales  in  a box  designated  assayer  P, 
assigned  to  Philip  IV  (1622-1665), 
identifying  it  as  an  earlier  issue,  of 
assayer  D,  Diego  de  Godoy  (who 
minted  for  Philip  III  through  1621, 
but  worked  from  1618  to  1634,  thus 
continuing  into  the  reign  of  Philip 
IV)  (Fig.  8).  We  may  note  for  later 


Fig.  8.  Mexico.  Philip  III.  AR  real, 

1621,  assayer  D.  (ANS 
1918.1 69. 1 1 7,  gift  of  Howland 
Wood)  20.3  mm. 

reference  that  “P”  has  been  classified 
as  an  unidentified  individual  who 
seems  to  have  served  as  a lieutenant 
for  chief  assayer  Sebastian  Carrillo 
Maldonado  and  perhaps  others 
between  1634  and  1665  (Menzel, 

96).  Cataloguing  improvements  of 
these  kinds  may  seem  insignificant, 
but  can  be  crucial  for  research  (Figs. 

5,  6,  7,  9). 

Two  other  coins  of  Philip  III  may  be 
mentioned  here  as  well.  They  are, 
first,  a 1-real  of  Diego  de  Godoy, 
upon  which  Dunigan  identified  the 

A M E R 


Fig.  9.  Mexico.  Philip  III.  AR  2 reales, 
assayer  D (c.  161  8-1 621 ).  (ANS 
0000.999.19777)  29.4  mm. 

date  1621  (Fig.  8).  The  second  piece 
is  a particularly  interesting  2-reales 
of  D’s  colleague  F,  Francisco  de 
Morales.  On  this  latter  coin,  the  “2” 
(rendered  as  “Z”)  indicating  the 
denomination  appears  to  be  cut  over 
a “1”  (rendered  as  “I”),  so  as  to  have 
turned  a die  for  the  1-real  into  one  for 
minting  the  2-reales  pieces  (Fig.  10). 
Whereas  the  date  range  for  this  issue 


Fig.  10.  Mexico.  Philip  III.  AR  2 reales, 
assayer  F (ca.  1615).  (ANS 
1918.1 69. 1 1 8,  gift  of  Howland  Wood) 
26.6  mm. 

is  known  to  run  from  1614  to  1617, 
the  2-reales  denominational  designa- 
tion is  only  known  on  a 1615-dated 
coin  of  assayer  F.  Dunigan  considers 
this  coin  one  of  the  best  in  the  cabi- 
net. 

Mexican  Issues  of  Philip 
IV,  Philip  V,  and  Louis  I 

Many  of  the  coins  of  Philip  IV  are 
very  difficult  to  distinguish  from 
those  of  Philip  III — particularly  when 
the  dates  are  lacking,  as  is  often  the 
case.  Dunigan  reclassified  a number 
of  pieces  in  the  trays  and  added  clar- 
ification on  others.  Four  of  these  are 
the  small,  rude  half-real  pieces:  two 
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Fig.  1 1 . Mexico.  Philip  IV.  AR  half 
real,  1662,  assayer  P.  (ANS 
1918.1  69. 1 22,  gift  of  Howland 
Wood)  1 7.5  mm. 


Fig.  12.  Mexico.  Philip  IV.  AR  half 
real,  1664,  assayer  P (the  unclear  date 
is  probably  actually  an  over-date,  pos- 
sibly 1664/2  or  1662/3/4).  (ANS 
1 939. 1 1 6.37,  purchase)  1 9.3  mm. 


Fig.  1 3.  Mexico.  Philip  IV.  AR  half 
real,  date  and  assayer  not  present. 
(ANS  1 91  8.1 69. 121,  gift  of  Howland 
Wood)  1 4.4  mm. 


Fig.  14.  Mexico.  Philip  IV.  AR  half 
real,  assayer  D (1622-1634),  round 
"cob."  (ANS  1949.131.25,  gift  of  G. 
C.  Martin)  1 7.0  mm. 

issues  of  assayer  P dating  to  the 
1 660s,  one  lacking  indication  of  both 
date  and  assayer  and  the  other  a nice 
circular  piece,  comparable  to  the 
“royals,”  but  formerly  assigned  to 
Philip  V (Figs.  11,  12,  13,  14). 
Dunigan  dated  a 1-real  of  assayer  P to 
1636-1654,  and  also  attributed  to  this 
issue  a 2-reales  of  the  same  assayer 
(Figs.  15,  16). 


Fig.  15.  Mexico.  Philip  IV.  AR  real, 
assayer  P (1636-1665).  (ANS 
1919.48.10,  purchase,  Avery  Fund) 
20.0  mm. 
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Fig.  16.  Mexico.  Philip  IV.  AR  2 reales, 
assayer  P;  two  holes.  (ANS 
0000.999.19778)  37.0  mm. 

The  coins  of  Philip  V are  generally 
easier  to  distinguish  as  long  as  the 
necessary  details  are  visible. 
Specifically,  a small  escutcheon  at 
the  center  of  the  Spanish  coat  of  arms 
bears  the  three  lilies — fleurs-de-lis — 
emblematic  of  the  monarch's  descent 
from  the  Bourbon  kings  of  France. 
Among  the  half-real  pieces,  Dunigan 
noted  a coin  of  the  assayer  L (Martin 
Lopez,  1702-1705)  that  had  been 
erroneously  attributed  to  Philip  IV, 
and  a 1701 -dated  issue  on  which  the 
last  “1”  is  seen  to  have  been  cut  into 


Fig.  1 7.  Mexico.  Philip  V.  AR  half  real, 
assayer  L (1702-1705).  (ANS 
1949.131.11,  gift  of  G.  C.  Martin) 
16.7  mm. 


Fig.  19.  Mexico.  Philip  V.  AR  real, 
square  flan.  (ANS  1 949. 131.3,  gift  of 
G.  C.  Martin)  15.2  mm. 


Fig.  20.  Mexico.  Philip  V.  AR  8 reales. 
(ANS  1 964. 1 98.2,  purchase)  41 .2 
mm. 

(1665-1700)  (Figs.  19,  20).  Another 
issue  of  Philip,  an  8-reales  piece, 
might  actually  be  a coin  of  his  son 
Louis  I (January-August  1724), 


although  it  had  been  misattributed  as 
an  issue  of  Philip  IV;  dated  coins  of 
this  format  range  from  1724  to  1729, 
overlapping  the  brief  reign  of  Louis 
(Fig.  2 1 ).  Louis’  monogram  was  recut 
over  that  of  Philip  on  the  die  used  to 
strike  a half-real  piece  on  which  the 
date  and  assayer  are  illegible, 
enabling  us  to  identify  it  as  a coin 
minted  in  1724,  with  the  assayer  hav- 
ing been  either  “J,”  Jose  Eustaquio  de 
Leon  y Losa  (1705-1724),  or  “D,” 
Domingo  Garcia  de  Mendiola 
(1724-1729)  (Fig.  22). 

An  outstanding  example  of  a pre- 


Fig.  22.  Mexico.  Louis  I.  AR  half  real, 
monogram  of  Louis  recut  over  mono- 
gram of  Philip  V (1724).  (ANS 
1 951 .1 35.3,  gift  of  A.  I.  S.  McNickle) 
1 6 mm. 


Fig.  21 . Mexico.  Philip  V or  Louis  I.  AR 
8 reales,  assayer  D (1724-1729). 
(ANS  1969.222.1328,  gift  of  P.  K. 
Anderson)  43.5  mm. 


Fig.  23.  Mexico.  Philip  V.  AV  8 escud- 
os "royal,"  1729/7,  assayer  R over  D. 
(ANS  1 00 1 . 1 . 257 1 2,  collection  of  the 
Hispanic  Society  of  America)  35  mm. 

sentation  strike  of  this  era,  a so- 
called  royal,  is  a previously  unpub- 
lished 1729-dated  gold  8-escudos 
piece,  which  shows  traces  not  only  of 
an  overdate.  1729  over  1727,  but  also 
a recut  assayer’s  initial,  an  “R”  over 
a “D,”  indicating  Nicholas  de  Roxas 
(1729-1730)  replacing  Domingo 
Garcia  de  Mendiola.  This  rare  and 


Fig.  18.  Mexico.  Philip  V.  AR  half  real, 

1 73 1 /0.  (ANS  1 949. 1 3 1 .23,  gift  of 
G.  C.  Martin)  1 3.9  mm. 

the  die  over  a “0”  (Figs.  17,  18).  He 
noted  a “cob”  1-real  with  an  unusual- 
ly square-cut  flan  as  well  as  an  8- 
reales  of  extraordinarily  irregular 
shape,  lacking  both  date  and  assay- 
er’s mark,  misattributed  to  Charles  II 
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impressive  coin  from  the  collection 
of  the  Hispanic  Society  was  stolen  in 
1989  by  ANS  “benefactor”  Dr.  Juan 
B.  Suros,  but  fortunately  was  recov- 
ered when  the  miscreant  was  appre- 
hended! (Fig.  23).  The  first  machine- 
made  coins  of  Mexico  appeared 
under  Philip  V,  famously  with  the  dos 
Mundos  (or  columnarios)  issues  of 
1732,  but  earlier  small  silver  issues 
were  also  minted  by  a “milling” 
process  (called  ingenio , in  Spanish). 
A particularly  noteworthy  example  is 
a half-real  piece  of  1714,  produced 
by  assayer  J (Jose  Eustaquio  de  Leon 
y Losa)  (Fig.  24).  Coins  of  this  kind 


Fig.  24.  Mexico.  Philip  V.  AR  half  real, 
1714,  assayer  J.  (ANS  1934.93.4, 
exchange)  1 9.2  mm. 


must  presumably  have  been  minted 
on  some  kind  of  small  screw  press. 
The  dies  are  slightly  out  of  align- 
ment, with  the  axis  at  1 1:00. 

Plus  Ultra : Other  Regions 
and  Later  Time  Periods 

While  examining  the  ANS  Mexican 
collection,  Dunigan  noticed  a number 
of  coins  that  were  really  minted  else- 
where in  the  Spanish  Empire.  Along 
with  these,  and  the  corrections  now 
offered,  we  may  make  note  of  addi- 
tional pieces  that  have  been  a part  of 
recent  cabinet  activities  as  well. 
Dunigan  pointed  out  a Spanish  home- 
land half-real  of  Philip  II  from 


Fig.  25.  Spain.  Philip  II.  AR  half  real, 
Madrid.  (ANS  1 001 . 1 .271  1 1 , collec- 
tion of  the  Hispanic  Society  of 
America)  1 4.8  mm. 

Madrid  (Fig.  25).  He  also  noted  a 
Lima-mint  half-real  of  Philip  V or 
possibly  of  Ferdinand  VI 
(1746-1759)  and  another  Peruvian 


half-real  he  would  attribute  to 
Ferdinand  although,  here  again,  it 
might  actually  be  a very  similar  issue 


Fig.  26.  Peru.  Philip  V.  AR  half  real, 
Lima,  1 720s?  (possibly  an  issue  of 
Ferdinand  VI?)  (ANS  1 91  8. 1 69. 1 1 4, 
gift  of  How'land  Wood)  16.5  mm. 


Fig.  29.  Brazil.  Joseph  I.  AV  6400  reis,  1767, 
Rio  de  Janeiro;  contemporary  counterfeit.  Cf. 
KM  172.2.  (ANS  1924.242.2,  purchase)  31 
mm. 


Fig.  27.  Peru.  Ferdinand  VI.  AR  half 
real,  Lima  (possibly  an  issue  of  Philip 
V?)  (ANS  1918.169.116,  gift  of 
Howland  Wood)  16.7  mm. 

of  Philip  V (Figs.  26,  27).  Another 
useful  observation  made  by  Dunigan 
was  his  authentication  of  a Mexican 
Charles  IV  issue  that  had  been  donat- 
ed by  the  infamous  Dr.  Juan  B.  Suros 
as  a presumed  fake.  This  felon  had 
given  to  the  ANS,  among  other  items, 
what  he  believed  to  be  a counterfeit 
1760-dated  Mexican  4-reales  piece 
with  the  assay ers’  initials  MM  (for 
Manuel  de  la  Pena  and  Manuel 
Assorin).  Happily,  Dunigan  is  con- 
vinced that  this  specimen  is  in  fact  a 
genuine  coin  (Fig.  28). 


Fig.  28.  Mexico.  Charles  III.  AR  4 
reales,  1760,  MM.  (ANS  1989.69.18, 
gift  of  Juan  Suros)  32.9  mm. 


Fig.  30.  Peru  (Bolivia).  Charles  III.  AR  2 reales, 
1 773?,  JR,  Potosi;  contemporary  counterfeit. 
Unlisted  in  Kleeberg;  cf.  KM  53.  (ANS 
1 947.47.459,  purchase)  27.5  mm. 


Fig.  31 . Mexico.  Charles  111.  AR  8 reales,  1771 
FM.  Cayon  1 1 209;  KM  105.  (ANS 
0000.999.434)  39.8  mm. 

For  his  ongoing  research  on  coun- 
terfeiting in  colonial  and  pre-federal 
British  America,  2005  Archer  M. 
Huntington  Medal  winner  Dr.  Philip 
L.  Mossman  requested  images  of  a 
number  of  the  contemporary  forg- 
; eries  in  the  cabinet,  as  well  as  images 
i of  some  of  the  comparable  genuine 
specimens.  His  archival  investiga- 
tions have  revealed  some  very  specif- 
ic accounts  of  the  counterfeiters’ 
products,  which  may  well  correspond 
to  actual  surviving  specimens.  Some 
of  the  contemporary  counterfeits 
were  quite  deceptive,  while  others 
I were  crude  and  readily  detectible. 
The  ANS  collection  includes  numer- 
ous examples  of  these  interesting 
coins,  largely  of  Mexican  8-reales 
and  2-reales  imitations,  but  also  of 
some  other  issues,  such  as  Portuguese 
“Joes”  that  were  commonly  found  in 
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Fig.  32.  Peru.  Charles  III.  AR  procla- 
mation medal  of  broad  4-reales  mod- 
ule, 1760,  Lima  mint.  Betts  469; 
Fonrobert  892 1 . (ANS  1 966. 1 6.4,  gift 
of  R.  Henry  Norweb)  33  mm. 

eighteenth-century  commerce. 

A handsome  1760  Peruvian  silver 
proclamation  medal  of  Charles  III 
(1759-1789)  rounds  out  our  selection 
of  some  examples  of  the  pieces  I have 
enjoyed  tracking  down  in  recent 
months.  Images  of  this  splendid  piece 
were  requested  by  Barbara  Salomane 
for  use  by  Harcourt  School 
Publishers  in  a forthcoming  text.  This 
specimen  is  part  of  the  splendid 
series  of  Spanish  medals  often  refer- 
enced by  C.  Wyllys  Betts’s  American 
Colonial  History  Illustrated  by 
Contemporary  Medals,  which  was 
the  focus  of  the  ANS  Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference  in  2004.  Along 
with  other  colonies,  the  Spanish 
viceroyalty  of  el  Peru  struck  an 
extensive  series  of  proclamations  on 
the  accession  of  Charles  III,  setting 
the  stage  for  a considerable  output — - 
particularly  from  Potosf — of  medallic 
issues  thenceforward  through  the 
nineteenth  century.  At  a weight  of 
13.846  g,  this  proclamation  was  in 
fact  a version  of  a 4-reales  piece  or 
“commemorative  half-dollar.”  Its 
axis  features  the  12:00  “medal  turn.” 
Its  obverse  bears  the  legend  CARO- 
LUS III  HISPAN  ET  IND  REX 
LIMA  (in  monogram)  1 760  (“Charles 
III,  king  of  Spain  and  the  Indies”), 

A M 


with  the  bust  of  the  king  in  a corded 
circle  to  right,  wearing  a peruke  and  a 
contemporary  military  uniform 
adorned  with  the  order  of  the  golden 
fleece.  The  reverse  legend  reads 
OPTIMO  PRINC  PUBL  FIDELIT 
JURAM  (“publicly  we  swear  alle- 
giance to  the  best  prince”)  around  a 
double-headed  eagle,  crowned  by  a 
marquis’  coronet,  with  an  oval  shield 
on  its  breast  bearing  three  crowns 
above  a pomegranate  flanked  by  K 
and  I;  to  each  side  are  the  crowned 
pillars  of  Hercules  garlanded  with 
ribbons  bearing  the  inscription  PLUS 
VLTRA  (“more  beyond”);  below, 
ocean  waves  (as  on  the  contemporary 
colonial  silver  coins);  just  above  the 
waves,  below  the  eagle’s  feet,  are 
the  words  SUP  VND  (“over  the 
waves”).  Hi'il 
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The  Stack  Family  Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference  2006: 
Mark  Newby’s  St.  Patrick  Coinage 


By  Oliver  D.  Hoover 


0On  November  11,  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  hosted  the  2006  Stack 
Family  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference.  This  year  the  enigma  of  the 
Irish  St.  Patrick  coinage  brought  to  North 
America  by  the  Quaker  Mark  Newby  in 
1681  was  chosen  as  the  topic  for  discus- 
sion. Robert  Hoge,  the  ANS  Curator  of  North  American 
Coins  and  Currency,  chaired  the  event,  which  was  divided 
into  two  sections:  the  first  dealing  with  problems  relating 
to  the  St.  Patrick  coinage  in  Ireland,  where  it  originally 
circulated,  and  the  second  devoted  to  the  coinage  in  North 
America. 

Robert  Heslip,  Officer  of  the  Culture  and  Arts  Unit  of 
the  Belfast  City  Council,  looked  at  the  state  of  Irish  token 
coinages  in  the  1650s  and  1660s,  suggesting  that  political 
events  such  as  the  Restoration  of  King  Charles  II  had  lit- 
tle effect  on  production  and  that  royalist  elements,  such  as 
those  found  on  the  St.  Patrick  coinage,  were  a more  gener- 
ic feature  of  the  tokens  than  has  sometimes  been  thought. 

Philip  Mossman  delved  into  the  difficult  metrological 
and  documentary  problems  surrounding  the  proper  identi- 


fication of  the  copper  and  precious-metal  denominations, 
coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  large  and  small  base- 
metal  pieces  were  probably  produced  from  different  alloys 
and  doubting  that  the  rare  silver  and  gold  examples  were 
struck  for  regular  circulation.  Nevertheless,  the  proper 
names  of  the  denominations  still  remain  elusive. 

Oliver  Hoover,  the  ANS  International  Editor  of 
Numismatic  Literature,  discussed  the  iconography  of  the 
King  David  type  used  on  the  St.  Patrick  coinage,  arguing 
that  the  figure  is  a fairly  typical  seventeenth-century  rep- 
resentation of  the  biblical  monarch  and  that  no  credence 
should  be  given  to  the  several  theories  that  would  make 
the  type  a portrait  of  the  English  king  Charles  I. 

William  Nipper  provided  an  overview  of  the  many  dif- 
fering opinions  on  the  dating  of  the  St.  Patrick  coinage 
from  the  numismatic  commentators  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury down  to  the  present  day.  He  concluded  by  introduc- 
ing his  current  work  on  a promising  line  of  enquiry 
regarding  a coinage  proposal  made  by  the  inventor  Sir 
Edward  Ford  in  1 664  that  might  have  resulted  in  the  pro- 
duction of  the  St.  Patrick  coinage. 

Brian  Danforth  reiterated  his  well-known  views  on  the 
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likelihood  that  the  St.  Patrick  coinage  was  ordered  by 
James  Butler,  the  Duke  of  Ormonde,  as  a means  of  paying 
his  disgruntled  army,  and  that  the  skilled  French  mint 
engineer  Pierre  Blondeau  was  probably  responsible  for 
the  technology  used  to  produce  it. 

Louis  Jordan,  Head  of  the  Department  of  Special 
Collections  at  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  gave  an 
extensive  overview  of  the  various  Old  World  coinages  and 
local  money  substitutes  that  were  circulating  in  the 
English  colonies  of  North  America  around  the  time  that 
the  Quaker  Mark  Newby  imported  the  St.  Patrick  coinage 
for  use  in  West  Jersey. 

The  program  concluded  with  a close  scrutiny  of  the  tra- 
ditional views  on  Mark  Newby  and  his  motives  for  bring- 
ing the  St.  Patrick 
coinage  to  the  New 
World,  presented  jointly 
by  our  Vice  President, 

Roger  Siboni,  and 
Vicken  Yegparian  of 
Stack’s  Rare  Coins.  In 
their  opinion,  much  of 
the  established  wisdom 
on  the  importation  of  the 
coinage  and  its  supposed 
redemption  after 

Newby’s  death  should  be 
treated  as  suspect. 

Newby  was  probably  a 
much  more  calculating 
businessman  than  he  is 
usually  given  credit  for, 
and  the  redemption  of 
the  coinage  in  such  a 
cash-starved  economy  as 
that  of  West  Jersey  in  the 
1680s  seems  highly 
implausible. 


In  keeping  with  the  colonial  flavor  of  the  day’s  talks,  in 
the  evening  both  speakers  and  audience  members  enjoyed 
a pleasant  dinner  at  Fraunces  Tavern,  the  place  where 
George  Washington  bade  farewell  to  his  officers  at  the  end 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  and  later  the  site  of  the 
Departments  of  State,  the  Treasury,  and  War  for  the  new 
United  States  of  America. 

The  2006  Stack  Family  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference  marked  the  first  time  that  the  ANS  used  the 
technology  of  webcasting  as  a means  of  allowing  mem- 
bers who  could  not  be  present  in  New  York  to  attend  the 
event  in  cyberspace. 

As  is  customary,  the  proceedings  of  the  conference  will 
be  published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  CIM3 
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Krause-Mishler  Forum,  200 (> 


The  Wisehns 
and  Dr.  Ute 
Wartenberg 
Kagan 


By  Robert  Wilson  Hoge 


Swedish  Baltic  possessions,  emergency  issues  of 
the  Great  Northern  War  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  XII,  counterfeit  money  ordered  by  King 
Gustavus  III,  and  the  origins  of  the  first  paper- 
money  currency  of  the  Western  world. 

Wisehn’s  wife,  Eva,  whom  the  Society  was  also 
honored  to  receive  as  a guest  for  the  occasion  of 
the  Krause-Mishler  Forum,  is  Senior  Curator  at 
the  Royal  Coin  Cabinet,  specializing  in  the 
Cabinet’s  vast  holdings  of  Viking  Age  coins, 
exhibit  preparation,  and  other  aspects  of  profes- 
sional museum  work. 

An  ANS  exhibit  entitled  “Copper  Plate  Money  of 
Sweden”  was  presented  in  conjunction  with  the 
Krause-Mishler  Forum.  It  included  a selection  of 
specimens  of  this  fascinating  series  from  the  cabi- 
net. Most  of  the  pieces  displayed  are  issues  of  the 
Avesta  mint,  located  not  far  from  the  great  open- 
pit  copper  mine  at  Falun — source  of  a vast  portion 
of  the  world’s  copper  over  a period  of  centuries. 
Other  plates  included  a Stockholm  mint  produc- 
tion of  a 1718  half  daler  of  Carl  XII,  minted  out  of 
“gun-metal”  obtained  from  melted  Russian  can- 
non captured  during  the  Great  Northern  War 
(KM#  PM  33),  and  a scarce  1748  half  daler  of 
Frederick  I,  from  the  Husa/Gustafsberg  mint 
(KM#  PM  67).  Also  on  display  was  the  impressive 
Avesta  mint  8-daler  piece  of  1659,  minted  under 
Carl  X,  which  was  dredged  up  from  the  harbor  of 
Riga,  Latvia,  in  about  1902  (KM#  PM  13),  and  the 
scarce  Avesta  daler  of  1677,  minted  by  Carl  XI 
(KM#  pm  16).  mm 


special  event  in  world  numismat- 
ics, the  ANS’s  2006  Krause- 
Mishler  Forum,  was  held  at  6:30 
on  Thursday,  October  12,  in  the  Society’s  lecture 
hall  at  140  William  Street.  The  speaker  for  the 
occasion  was  Ian  Wisehn,  Director  of  the  Royal 
Coin  Cabinet  at  the  National  Museum  of  Economy 
in  Stockholm,  Sweden.  His  program,  “The  Story 
of  Swedish  Money  from  1523  to  2006,”  encom- 
passed material  of  kinds  dealt  with  in  all  volumes 
of  the  famous  Standard  Catalogs  of  World  Coins 
and  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money, 
published  over  the  years  by  the  Krause-Mishler 
Press  of  Iola,  Wisconsin.  The  evening’s  lecture 
was  preceded  by  a reception  and  followed  by  a 
subscription  dinner  at  the  fine  Harbor  Lights 
restaurant  in  the  nearby  South  Street  Seaport 
resort  area. 

Educated  at  the  University  of  Stockholm  and  the 
University  of  Lund,  Wisehn  has  worked  in  archae- 
ology and  numismatics  in  both  Sweden  and 
Norway.  Formerly  employed  by  the  City  Museum 
of  Stockholm,  he  started  to  work  for  the  Royal 
Coin  Cabinet  in  1980  and  has  been  responsible  for 
building  two  numismatic  museums:  the  new  facil- 
ities of  the  Royal  Coin  Cabinet  in  Stockholm  and 
the  Tumba  Paper  Mill  Museum.  His  areas  of  spe- 
cialization include  Swedish  tokens,  medals,  and 
paper  money,  as  well  as  economic  history.  “The 
Story  of  Swedish  Money”  followed  the  develop- 
ment of  the  daler/thaler  of  the  sixteenth  century 
and  contemporaneous  copper  coins,  the  introduc- 
tion and  use  of  copper-plate  money,  coins  of  the 
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ANS  Lectures  Now  Available  Via  Live  Webcasts 


Starting  last  July  with  a lim- 
ited audience  at  the  first 
Numismatic  Conversation, 
the  ANS  began  testing  live 
webcasts  of  its  lectures 
held  in  New  York.  After  several  suc- 
cessful tests,  the  ANS  officially 
rolled  out  its  webcast  capability  with 
the  Archer  M.  Huntington  Award,  the 
Margaret  Thompson  Memorial 
Lecture,  and  the  Stack  Family 
Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference 
(COAC).  COAC  webcast  viewers 
were  able  to  both  see  and  hear  more 
than  six  hours  of  talks,  PowerPoint 
slides,  and  notes  during  the  day-long 
event.  Now  ANS  members  who  are 
unable  to  make  it  into  the  city  can 
tune  in  to  live  ANS  events  from  the 
comfort  of  their  computer. 

As  can  be  seen  in  these  screenshots 
taken  at  the  recent  COAC  event, 
webcast  viewers  can  simultaneously 
see  live  video  of  the  presenter,  a 
close-up  view  of  the  coin  under  dis- 
cussion, and  the  same  PowerPoint 
slideshow  that  the  on-site  audience  is 
viewing,  all  while  using  text  messag- 
ing to  ask  the  presenter  questions  or 
chat  with  others  logged  on  to  the 
webcast  (Figs.  1-3).  To  listen  to  the 
audio  portion  of  the  event,  Web  par- 


•  g.  1 : Oliver  Hoover's  presentation  at 

:oac. 


ticipants  are  given  two  options:  tele- 
phone audio  conference  and  VoIP. 
Although  the  telephone  audio  confer- 
ence option  requires  using  a separate 
telephone  line  for  the  audio  portion 
of  the  conference,  it  guarantees  that 
the  audio  will  be  real-time  and  allows 
users  to  participate  with  comments 
and  questions  during  the  presenta- 
tions. The  VoIP,  which  routes  the 
audio  through  your  computer  speak- 
ers or  headphones,  may  be  slightly 
delayed,  but  it  is  more  convenient  for 
those  who  do  not  want  to  tie  up  a tele- 
phone line  while  watching  the  event. 

We  expect  to  announce  the  avail- 
ability of  these  lectures  on  DVD 
soon,  and  in  the  future  we  hope  to  roll 
out  a lecture-on-demand  service  via 
the  Web.  We  plan  on  webcasting 
most  of  the  future  Numismatic 
Conversations  and  lectures  that  are 
held  at  the  ANS.  You  can  check  the 
schedule  of  upcoming  Web  programs 
at  http://numismatics.webex.com. 

Using  WebEx  as  our  webcast  plat- 
form will  enable  us  to  reach  a broad 
audience  of  users  with  a minimum  of 
in-house  technology  infrastructure. 
WebEx  also  extends  knowledgeable 
live  technical  support  twenty-four 
hours  a day  to  our  webcast  viewers 


Fig.  2:  Roger  Siboni's  presentation  at 
COAC. 


and  supports  both  Windows  and  Mac 
clients.  In  addition,  WebEx  is  corpo- 
ration friendly  and  is  usually  avail- 
able to  viewers  behind  corporate  fire- 
walls. The  hardware  requirements  are 
fairly  modest,  so  you  don’t  need  a 
state-of-the-art  PC  in  order  to  view 
the  ANS  webcasts,  although  a high- 
speed Internet  connection  is  recom- 
mended. 

Hardware  Requirements  for 

Windows  Users 

• Windows  98,  Me,  NT,  2000,  or  XP 

• Intel  x86  (Pentium  400MHZ+)  or 
compatible  processor 

• Microsoft  Internet  Explorer  5 or  6, 
Mozilla  1 .6  or  later,  or  Netscape 
4.7,  7.x 

• JavaScript  and  cookies  enabled 

Hardware  Requirements  for  Mac 

OS  Users 

• Mac  OS  10.2.x  or  later 

• Internet  Explorer  5.2  or  Safari  1.1 
or  later 

• JavaScript  and  cookies  enabled 

Users  can  test  their  systems  prior  to 
future  ANS  webcasts  by  logging  in  to 
the  WebEx  test  meeting  at 
http://developers.webex.com/api/join 
test/index. php.  t.L’Kiul 


Fig.  3:  Vicken  Yegparian's  presentation  at 
COAC. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


53 


Library  News 


The  Librarian  is  pleased  to 
report  that,  in  late  July,  the 
position  of  Cataloger  was 
filled  with  the  hiring  of 
Oleg  Medvedev.  A descrip- 
tion of  Oleg’s  background  can  be 
found  in  the  “News”  section  of  the 
Magazine. 

As  might  be  expected,  the  Library 
experienced  a high  level  of  activity 
during  the  summer  months  while  the 
Graduate  Seminar  was  in  session. 
The  eight  students  and  visiting  schol- 
ar, Andrew  Meadows,  Curator  of 
Greek  Coins  at  the  British  Museum, 
made  full  use  of  our  open  stacks,  auc- 
tion holdings,  and  rare-book  hold- 
ings. Dr.  Wolfgang  Fischer-Bossert, 
who  also  visited  during  the  summer, 
spent  almost  two  weeks  in  the 
Library  researching  the  ancient  coins 
of  Greek  Cyrenaica,  the  Libyans,  and 
Salamis.  He  was  preparing  die-stud- 
ies of  these  coinages  and  was  pleased 
to  find  a number  of  references  among 
the  auction  catalogues,  many  of 
which  were  not  readily  available  else- 
where. Donald  Ariel,  of  the  Israel 


Samuel  Thompson's  screw  press  (p.  27). 


Title  page  of  Thompson's  "Essay" 

(p.  1). 

Antiquities  Department,  also  spent  a 
day  doing  research. 

Library  Manuscript  to 
Provide  Source  of 
Publication 

Fortunately,  for  those  who  cannot 
easily  visit  the  Library,  some  of  its 
rare  holdings  have  been  made  more 
accessible  through  publication.  A 
recent  example  is  the  Society’s  publi- 
cation of  a library  manuscript 
authored  by  Damon  G.  Douglas, 
which  resulted  in  the  volume  entitled 
“The  Copper  Coinage  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,”  edited  by  Gary 
Trudgen.  In  the  planning  stages  is 
another  work  to  be  published  in  con- 
nection with  the  fiftieth-year  com- 
memoration celebration  of  The 
Colonial  Newsletter.  The  celebration 
will  take  place  in  the  year  2010,  so 
CNL  editor  Gary  Trudgen  and  the 
editorial  staff  wish  to  publish  a tran- 
scribed and  annotated  version  of 
Samuel  Thompson's  1783  manu- 
script entitled  An  Essay  on  Coining 
(see  title  page  photo).  This  unique 


manuscript,  which  now  resides  in  the 
Library’s  Rare  Book  Room,  will  thus 
become  accessible  to  a much  wider 
audience  as  a Society  publication. 
The  original  is  a holographic  manu- 
script— entirely  handwritten  with 
hand-drawn  sketches,  by  Samuel 
Thompson,  Die-Sinker.  It  appears 
from  the  text  that  the  manuscript  was 
prepared  in  Dublin,  Ireland. 

Over  the  years,  Thompson’s 
“Essay”  has  been  a source  of  illustra- 
tions for  several  authors  in  their  writ- 
ings on  minting  techniques  and  tech- 
nology during  the  second  half  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  Don  Taxay 
employed  Thompson’s  illustrations 
in  his  The  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage 
(1966),  and  Richard  Doty  included  a 
Thompson  plate  in  his  Money  of  the 
World  (1978).  Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States 
Cents , 1793-1814  (2000),  edited  by 
Mark  Borckardt,  also  included  illus- 


Samuel  Thompson's  planchet  press 
(p.  23). 
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trations  that  originally  appeared  in 
Thompson’s  Essay.  However,  it  was 
Jim  Spilman  who  drew  most  heavily 
from  the  manuscript  in  his  four-part 
article  entitled  “An  Overview  of 
Early  American  Coinage 
Technology,”  which  ran  from  April 
1 982  to  July  1 983  in  four  consecutive 
issues  of  The  Colonial  Newsletter.  In 
attempting  to  gather  information  that 
could  be  used  in  reconstructing  an 
early  American  mint,  Spilman  found 
the  Thompson  manuscript  most  use- 
ful in  that  it  was  dated  1783,  within 
the  period  in  which  he  was  interested, 
and  it  seemed  to  have  been  produced 
to  serve  as  a technical  supporting 
document  to  a coinage  proposal  of 
some  sort.  Among  the  illustrations 


1 


Samuel  Thompson's  rolling  mill  (p.  19). 

discussed  by  Spilman  are  three  major 
coining  devices:  the  screw  press,  the 
planchet  cutting  press,  and  the  rolling 


mill  (see  photos).  In  comparing  the 
illustrations  found  in  the  Essay  with 
similar  illustrations  from  other 
sources,  such  as  Denis  Diderot’s 
L'Encyclopedie  (c.  1770),  wherein 
some  nineteen  plates  are  used  to 
illustrate  the  topic  “monnoyage,” 
Spilman  was  successful  in  gathering 
sufficient  data  to  achieve  his  recon- 
struction of  an  Early  American  mint 
that  included  the  experimental  usage 
of  tools  and  metals  closely  represent- 
ing those  available  during  the  1785  to 
1788  time  period.  He  concluded  that 
“Samuel  Thompson  described  such 
an  undertaking  to  process  not  only 
copper  coinage  but  gold  and  silver  as 
well.”  Spilman  asks  whether 
Thompson’s  purpose  was  only  to 
document  the  technology  of  the 
times,  as  was  Diderot’s,  or  was  he 
seeking  to  establish  a working  mint 
someplace  in  Ireland?  He  concludes: 
“Perhaps  we  may  never  find  out,  but 
nevertheless  his  manuscript  serves  us 
well  today  as  we  attempt  to  tie 
together  all  of  the  bits  and  pieces  pro- 
vided by  others.”  Some  of  Spilman’s 
questions  may  well  be  answered 
when  the  transcribed  and  annotated 
edition  of  Samuel  Thompson’s  An 
Essay  on  Coining  is  published. 

One  of  those  who  contributed  infor- 
mation to  the  Spilman  article  men- 
tioned above  was  Richard  Picker,  of 
whom  Spilman  says:  “He  was  contin- 
ually searching,  finding  and  sharing 
his  discoveries  with  others  and  he 
never  failed  to  provide  assistance 
when  it  was  requested.” 
Coincidentally,  among  our  recent 
library  acquisitions  is  a numismatic 
photo  file  that  came  from  the  estate  of 
Richard  Picker.  This  pictorial  record 
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Treatise  on  Roman  weights  by  Anton 
Guse. 

of  early  American  coins,  donated  to 
the  Library  by  Anthony  Terranova, 
should  prove  a valuable  resource  for 
the  Colonial  collector.  Included  in  the 
file  are  photos  that  Picker  exchanged 
with  Eric  P.  Newman.  Also  acquired 
recently  are  a group  of  works  that 
come  from  the  auction  sale  of  the 
Joel  L.  Malter  Numismatic  Library, 
conducted  by  Malter  Galleries  in 
June.  Approximately  half  of  the 
twelve  lots  acquired  are  devoted  to 
metrology,  and  among  these  was  a 
quite  rare  treatise  on  Roman  weights 
by  Anton  Guse,  published  in  1782 
(see  photo).  The  purchase  of  these 
lots  was  made  possible  through  a 
generous  donation  to  the  Bass 
Library  Fund  by  ANS  trustee  Charles 
C.  Anderson. 


To  advertise  in  our  Spring  2007  issue,  please  contact 
Juliette  Pelletier  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1311 
or  by  e-mail  at  pelletier@numismatics.org 
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The  New  York  Numismatic  Society  and  the  Revival  of  the  ANS 


One  of  the  more  historically 
valuable  groups  of  records 
that  we  have  in  the  ANS 
Archives  is  our  set  of 
minute  books.  These 
books  document  the  earliest  meetings 
of  the  Society — and  of  the  organiza- 
tion with  which  it  merged  in  1866, 
the  New  York  Numismatic  Society. 

The  New  York  Numismatic  Society 
was  formed  in  Manhattan  in  January 
1864.  The  ANS  itself  had  been 
founded  several  years  before,  in  April 
1858,  becoming  the  first  such  organi- 
zation in  New  York.  In  fact,  it  was 
only  the  second  numismatic  society 
in  the  United  States,  the  Philadelphia 
Numismatic  Society  having  been 
founded  in  December  1857. 

Although  the  ANS  initially  met 
with  great  success,  it  entered  a dor- 
mant period 
after  1859. 
There  are  a 
number  of 
possible  rea- 
sons for 
this — the  lack 
of  a perma- 
nent home 
and  the  hotly 
contested 
national  elec- 
tion of  1860 
being  two. 
Regardless  of 
the  reason, 
however,  the 
result  was 
still  the  same: 
after  October  1859,  the  ANS  stopped 
holding  meetings. 

This  was  still  true  in  January 
1 864 — almost  five  years  later — when 
eleven  individuals  gathered  at  the 
home  of  Robert  Hewitt,  Jr.,  at  32 


Robert  Hewitt,  Jr., 
undated.  The  new 
society  initially  met  in 
Hewitt's  home.  (ANS 
Archives) 


Joseph  N.  T.  Levick, 
undated.  Levick  was  the 
driving  force  behind  the 
creation  of  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Society. 
(ANS  Archives) 


West 
Twenty- 
first  Street, 
to  form  a 
new  numis- 
matic orga- 
nization. 
The  driving 
force  in 
arranging 
this  initial 
meeting 
was  Joseph 
N.  T. 

Levick,  a 
collector  of 
U.S.  tokens 
and  large 
cents,  and, 
later, 
founder  of 

the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics.  In  January  1864,  how- 
ever, Levick  was  twenty-nine  years 
old  and  a veteran  of  the  Union  Army, 
in  which  he  had  served  from  1861 
until  May  1863.  A native 
Philadelphian,  he  had  moved  to  New 
York  City  around  1 860 — thus  he  had 
not  been  involved  with  the  ANS  dur- 
ing its  initial  burst  of  activity  in  1858 
and  1859.  Also  at  the  at  January 
meeting  was  Frank  Norton.  Unlike 
Levick,  Norton  had  been  very 
involved  with  the  ANS  during  1858 
and  1859;  he  had  succeeded 
Augustus  Sage  as  Corresponding 
Secretary  when  the  latter  resigned 
from  that  position  in  November  1858. 

The  minutes  of  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Society  indicate  that 
Norton  spoke  briefly  “concerning  the 
past  and  present  condition  of  the  old 
American  Numismatic  Society.” 
After  his  speech  (or  despite  it,  per- 
haps), the  attendees  decided  to  pro- 


ceed with  forming  their  own  group 
and  agreed  to  meet  again  two  weeks 
later,  on  February  6,  to  draft  a consti- 
tution and  take  further  action. 

Before  that  February  6 meeting, 
Norton  apparently  was  busy  contact- 
ing colleagues:  on  February  5,  he  met 
with  five  other  men  at  the  home  of 
Dr.  George  Perine  for  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  in  almost  five  years.  Of  those 
in  attendance,  only  Edward  Groh,  in 
addition  to  Norton,  had  previously 
been  involved  with  the  ANS. 
According  to  the  minutes,  the  main 
topic  of  conversation  at  that  February 
5 meeting  was  Norton's  report  that  he 
“had  received  an  invitation  and  had 
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Minute  book  of  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Society.  (ANS  Archives) 

attended  a meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a Society  to  be  called  the 
‘New  York  Numismatic  Society.”’ 
By  the  end  of  the  meeting,  Norton 
had  agreed  to  approach  Levick  and 
the  others  in  the  new  society  to  see  if 
the  two  groups  could  merge. 

Based  on  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Society  minute  books,  it 
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does  not  appear  that  Norton  ever 
attended  another  meeting  of  that 
group.  He  is  certainly  not  listed  as  a 
founder  in  its  Constitution. 
Nonetheless,  he  does  appear  to  have 
met  with  Levick  or  some  other  repre- 
sentative of  the  NYNS,  because  on 
February  18  he  reported  at  another 
meeting  of  the  ANS  that  he  had 
approached  members  of  the  NYNS 
but  that  “no  arrangement  concerning 
a junction  of  the  two  Societies  could 
be  effected.” 

From  that  point,  the  two  organiza- 
tions continued  on  separate  paths.  By 
March  1864,  the  revived  ANS  had 
met  a number  of  times  and  was 
quickly  reorganizing  itself.  Officers 
from  the  1858-1859  period,  like 
President  Robert  J.  Dodge,  were  con- 
tacted to  see  if  they  wished  to  remain 
active  in  the  reformed  Society.  For 
those,  including  Dodge,  who  could 
no  longer  participate,  successors 
were  chosen.  Frank  Norton  was 
elected  President.  By  April,  the 
Society  had  completed  work  on  a 
revised  Constitution. 


At  the  same  time,  the  NYNS  mem- 
bership was  busy  drafting  its  own 
constitution  and  bylaws.  Although 
Levick  was  the  chief  proponent  of  the 
NYNS,  he  did  not  run  for  office. 
Instead,  the  presidency  was  filled  by 
William  C.  Prime,  a professor  of  art 
history  at  Princeton  University  and 
editor  of  the  New  York  Journal  of 
Commerce.  Both  the  governing  struc- 
ture and  membership  classes  of  the 
NYNS  were  similar  to  those  of  the 
ANS,  although  there  was  no  overlap 
in  membership,  at  least  initially. 

The  NYNS  minute  book  ends  after 
April  1864,  with  that  organization 
having  drafted  a constitution  and 
bylaws,  elected  officers,  and  begun 
work  on  a new  seal.  It  is  unclear 
whether  the  NYNS  discontinued 
activities  after  that  meeting  or 
whether  they  continued  to  meet  but 
just  did  not  record  subsequent  meet- 
ings in  the  minute  book.  Regardless, 
even  if  the  NYNS  did  exist  for  only 
four  months,  it  had  a significant 
influence  on  the  future  of  the  ANS. 
First  and  foremost,  its  very  existence 


was  the  impetus  for  reviving  the 
ANS  from  its  long  dormancy.  The 
NYNS  also  eventually  contributed 
its  membership  to  the  ANS.  Most 
famously,  Joseph  N.  T.  Levick  would 
join  the  ANS  in  December  1866  and 
within  four  months  propose  the  cre- 
ation of  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics.  Levick  subsequently 
served  as  ANS  Treasurer  from  1867 
through  1874.  Robert  Hewitt,  Jr.,  at 
whose  house  the  first  meeting  of  the 
NYNS  was  held,  would  join  the  ANS 
in  February  1866  and  serve  as  a vice 
president  from  1880  through  1885. 
William  C.  Prime  would  serve  as  a 
vice  president  from  1867  to  1868. 

As  for  the  NYNS  itself,  that  organi- 
zation was  formally  dissolved  in  July 
1886  and  its  assets  merged  with  the 
ANS.  Therein  lies  the  final  contribu- 
tion of  that  entity  to  the  ANS,  because 
by  the  spring  of  the  following  year, 
the  ANS  had  invested  the  monies  it 
received  from  the  sale  of  the  NYNS’s 
assets  and  created  the  Society’s  first 
permanent  fund:  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Society  Fund. 


A Festschrift  for  John  H.  Kroll 


Andrew  Meadows,  John 
and  Peter  van  Alfen. 


Peter  van  Alfen  and  Ute  Peter  van  Alfen  and 
Wartenberg.  Hicham  Sobhi  Bissat. 


Peter  Weiss,  John  Kroll,  and 
Peter  Tompa. 


On  October  20,  2006,  friends,  students,  and  colleagues 
presented  ANS  Second  Vice  President  John  H.  Kroll  a 
Festschrift  in  his  honor  entitled  Agoranomia:  Studies  in 
Money  and  Exchange  Presented  to  John  H.  Kroll , edited  by 
Peter  van  Alfen.  Earlier  this  year,  Kroll  retired  from  teach- 
ing at  the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin,  where  he  had  been 
a professor  since  1973;  he  now  resides  in  Oxford,  England, 


with  his  wife  Lisa  Kallet,  a professor  of  ancient  history 
at  Oxford  University.  Best  known  for  his  work  on  the 
coinage  of  ancient  Athens,  Kroll  has  distinguished  himself 
in  other  areas  as  well,  including  the  study  of  the  origins 
of  coinage  in  Asia  Minor.  The  Festschrift  is  available  for 
purchase  through  the  ANS  or  David  Brown  Books 
(http://www.oxbowbooks.com).  dHSl 
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Morton  & Eden  Set 
World  Auction  Record  for 
Single-Owner  Sale  of  Orders, 
Medals,  and  Decorations 


By  James  Morton 

Russian  buyers  fight  to  repatriate  their  country’s  heroic  past 


Sold!  A spirited  afternoon  of  bidding  at  the  auction  house. 


On  Thursday,  October  26,  2006,  London 
specialist  auctioneers  Morton  & Eden 
established  a new  world-record  auction 
for  a single-owner  collection  of  orders, 
medals,  and  decorations,  when  a sale  on 
behalf  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  raised  a total  of  £2,062,53 1 . This 
two-day  sale  was  the  second  part  of  a sale 
of  portions  of  the  ANS  collection.  When 
added  to  the  £1,033,459  raised  by  part  1 
of  the  sale,  held  by  Morton  & Eden  in 
May  of  this  year,  the  total  swells  to 
£3,095,990,  which  represents  an  auction 
world  record  for  medal  properties  from  a 
single  source.  A third  sale  from  the  same 
collection  on  behalf  of  the  ANS  will  take 
place  in  the  spring  of  2007,  raising  the 
benchmark  yet  further. 

“This  week’s  sale  was  astonishing,  with 
collectors  prepared  to  pay  amazing 
prices,”  said  auctioneer  James  Morton. 

“Never  before  has  such  quality  and  quantity  been 
brought  to  auction  or  with  such  splendid  provenance  as 
the  ANS  collection.  That,  coupled  with  the  incredible 
rarity  of  many  of  the  pieces  on  offer,  meant  buyers  had 
the  utmost  confidence  in  bidding.  The  result  was  the 
most  valuable  single-owner  collection  that  has  ever 
been  sold  at  auction — with  more  to  come.” 

The  sales  are  being  conducted  on  behalf  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  which,  from  the  late 
nineteenth  century  to  the  middle  of  the  twentieth  centu- 
ry, accumulated  a large  collection  of  world  campaign 
and  gallantry  medals,  orders,  and  decorations.  In  recent 
decades,  the  Society  has  gradually  refocused  its  priori- 
ties, concentrating  on  its  role  as  a museum  of  money 
and  related  artifacts,  moving  into  new  headquarters  near 
Wall  Street  in  Manhattan,  and  partnering  with  the 


Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  New  York  to  create  a major 
exhibition  about  the  history  of  coins  and  currency. 

Dr.  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan,  Executive  Director  of  the 
New  York-based  ANS,  attended  the  sale  and  was 
delighted  by  the  outcome.  “The  results  achieved  both 
this  week  and  in  the  previous  sales  will  greatly  enhance 
our  buying  power  in  the  future  and  we  are  grateful  for 
the  support  shown  by  collectors  and  dealers.” 

It  was  the  Russian  section,  sold  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
first  day,  Wednesday,  October  25,  that  produced  most  of 
the  highest  prices.  Buyers  were  mostly  Russian  collec- 
tors or  dealers  buying  on  behalf  of  collectors,  and  they 
often  bid  up  to  ten  times  the  estimated  value  in  order  to 
repatriate  examples  of  the  orders,  medals,  and  decora- 
tions awarded  to  citizens  during  historic  and  heroic 
events  of  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries. 
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A very  fine  and  rare  gold  and  enamel  sash  badge  by 
Julius  Kebel  of  St.  Petersburg  and  dated  1865,  one  of 
the  few  surviving  examples  of  the  Order  of  St.  Andrew, 
was  purchased  by  a Russian  private  buyer  for  a record 
£109,250  after  a lengthy  bidding  battle  with  other  col- 
lectors in  the  crowded  saleroom.  It  had  been  expected  to 
fetch  £12,000  to  £15,000.  The  first  and  highest  order  of 
chivalry  of  the  Russian  Empire,  the  order  was  one  of 
only  one  thousand  awarded  before  its  abolition  follow- 
ing the  Russian  Revolution  in  1917.  It  had  been  estab- 
lished in  1698  by  Tsar  Peter  the  Great  in  honor  of  St. 
Andrew,  the  patron  saint  of  Russia,  and  was  awarded 
only  for  the  most  eminent  civilian  or  military  merit. 

Recipients  of  the  Order  of  St.  Andrew  also  automati- 
cally received  the  Order  of  St.  Alexander  Nevsky,  and 
another  Russian  buyer  paid  £69,000  for  a very  fine  and 
equally  rare  example.  The  order  was  established  in 
Russia  by  Catherine  I in  1725  in  memory  of  the  deeds 
of  Alexander  Nevsky,  who  rose  to  legendary  status  on 
account  of  his  military  victories  over  Western  aggres- 
sors. The  silver-gilt  breast  star  had  been  estimated  at 
£8.000  to  £12,000. 

The  same  buyer  paid  the  same  amount  for  a Grand 
Cross  breast  star  in  gold  and  enamel  from  the  Order  of 
St.  Anne,  Civil  Division,  which  had  been  estimated  at 
£4,000  to  £5,000.  The  order  was  established  by  Duke 
Charles  Frederick  in  1735  and  named  for  his  wife,  the 
Grand  Duchess  Anna  Petrovna  of  Russia,  daughter  of 
Peter  the  Great. 

An  example  of  the  Order  of  the  White  Eagle  of  excep- 
tional quality,  which  was  expected  to  sell  for  £12,000  to 
£15,000,  also  sold  to  a Russian  buyer  for  £59,800.  Of 
reduced  size,  intended  to  be  worn  at  the  neck,  the  order 
was  instituted  by  Augustus  the  Strong  of  Poland  in  1 705 
and  become  a Russian  Imperial  Order  following  the 
absorption  of  Poland  into  Russia  in  1831. 

The  Russian  section  alone  raised  a total  of  £1,285,475. 

The  highest  price  among  a strong  selection  of  British 
orders,  medals,  and  decorations  was  the  £55,200  paid 


by  an  English  private  collector  for  a “blue  ribbon” 
Naval-issue  Victoria  Cross  awarded  in  1858  to  George 
Bell  Chicken  for  his  valor  during  the  Indian  Mutiny.  A 
volunteer  with  the  Indian  Naval  Brigade,  Chicken  was 
one  of  only  five  civilians  ever  to  be  honored  with 
Britain’s  premier  gallantry  award.  The  medal  has  the 
unusual  status  of  being  an  original  but  unawarded  VC, 
while  a duplicate  but  official  Cross  was  duly  presented 
to  Chicken’s  father,  after  his  son  was  lost  at  sea  in  1 860. 

A rare  Naval  General  Service  medal  with  two  clasps — 
“Indefatigable  20  April  1796”  and  “Indefatigable  13 
Jany  1797”— awarded  to  Volunteer  1st  Class  John 
Harry  sold  for  £48,300  against  an  estimate  of  £20,000 
to  £25,000.  Only  approximately  eight  of  each  clasp  to 
the  medal  were  awarded.  In  C.  S.  Forester's  novels,  Mr. 
Harry  has  the  famous  fictional  shipmate  Midshipman 
Hornblower.  Forester’s  hero  joins  the  HMS 
Indefatigable  at  exactly  the  same  period  as  Harry, 
becoming  embroiled  in  adventures  at  least  partially 
based  on  fact. 

An  Army  Gold  Medal  awarded  to  Captain  Francis 
Scott,  a casualty  at  the  Battle  of  San  Sebastian  in  1813, 
sold  to  a private  collector  for  £25,300,  against  an  esti- 
mate of  £8,000  to  £12,000. 

New  York  dealer  Stack  paid  £21,850  for  a very  rare 
gold  and  enamel  Principal  King  of  Arms  Badge,  circa 
1 820,  with  Hanoverian  shield. 

Sales  from  the  British  section  of  the  auction  raised 
£477,836. 

Turkish  orders,  medals,  and  decorations  were  also 
highly  sought  after,  eighty  lots  adding  £60,950  to  the 
total  where  just  £20,000  was  anticipated,  while  the 
entire  morning  of  the  first  day’s  sale  was  devoted  to 
Germany,  which  raised  £220,420.  Here,  a particularly 
fine  example  of  the  Prussian  Pour  Le  Merite  gallantry 
medal,  better  known  by  its  nickname,  the  “Blue  Max,” 
sold  to  a private  lady  collector  for  £14,950.  It  had  been 
estimated  at  £6,000  to  £8,000.  QM3 
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The  American  Numismatic  Society  Staff  Profiles: 

Rick  Witschonke 


By  Olga  Less 


Many  of  us  here  at  the  ANS  would  agree 
that  Rick  Witschonke  is  not  only  a 
successful  businessman  and  a world- 
class  collector  of  Roman  Republican 
coins,  but  also  a wonderful  colleague, 
good  friend,  and  a generous  benefac- 
tor of  the  Society.  The  ANS  was  for- 
tunate to  have  had  Rick  join  its  curatorial  staff  in  2003, 
first  as  a curatorial  assistant  and,  from  March  2006,  as  a 
curatorial  associate. 

Richard  B.  Witschonke  was  born  in  1945  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  the  second  oldest  of  five  Witschonke 
siblings  (Karl,  Rick,  Kathy,  Barbara,  and  Alan).  Rick’s 
father,  a Ph.D.  chemist  (Brown  University),  worked  as 
a research  scientist  for  the  American  Cyanamid 
Company.  The  family  moved  around  a lot:  first  to 
Scarsdale,  New  York,  then  to  New  Jersey,  and  finally  to 
Darien,  Connecticut,  where  Rick  went  to  high  school. 
After  graduating  in  1963,  Rick  enrolled  at  Bowdoin 
College  in  Maine,  with  a major  in  English.  However, 
extracurricular  activities  distracted  Rick  from  his  stud- 
ies and,  as  a result,  the  college  suggested  he  “take  time 
off  and  mature.”  Rick  started  a full-time  job  in  comput- 
er programming  with  a small  pharmaceutical  market 
research  company.  At  the  same  time,  he  enrolled  at  the 
University  of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  where  he  studied 
part-time  for  three  years  until  his  graduation  with  a BA 
in  English  magna  cum  laude.  In  the  meantime,  the  com- 
pany where  Rick  worked  was  acquired  and  subsequent- 
ly relocated.  Rick  then  took  a job  at  Perkin-Elmer, 
where  he  worked  on  a project  involving  lenses  for  spy 
satellites. 

When  the  time  came  to  think  about  graduate  school, 
the  Vietnam  War  was  in  full  swing,  and  inductions  were 
determined  by  a lottery  system.  In  1968,  Rick  applied  to 
business  schools  and  was  accepted  at  Harvard.  He 
deferred  his  admission  to  Harvard  for  one  year  while 
waiting  to  see  if  he  would  be  drafted.  Rick’s  draft  lot- 
tery number  was  barely  high  enough  to  avoid  army 
service.  In  1972,  Rick  graduated  from  Harvard  Business 
School  with  an  MBA  with  high  honors  and  took  a posi- 
tion with  American  Management  Systems,  a technology 
consulting  firm  based  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he 
would  end  up  working  for  most  of  his  successful  career 
in  technology  consulting.  Before  leaving  the  company. 


With  numismatic  friends  in  Gallarate,  Italy,  June  1 995. 
Clockwise  from  top  left:  Guiseppe  Polisseni,  Rick 
Witschonke,  Charles  Hersh,  ana  Renzo  Riva. 


Rick  was  a vice  president  and  manager  of  the  North 
American  Financial  Institutions  Practice  for  AMS,  with 
five  hundred  people  working  under  his  leadership. 
Rick’s  division  was  responsible  for  building  financial 
systems  for  corporate  clients  such  as  Citicoip,  American 
Express,  and  other  large  corporations.  After  leaving  the 
firm,  Rick  continued  to  work  in  technology  consulting 
in  California  before  deciding  to  retire. 

In  1999,  Rick  was  elected  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Society’s  governing  Council  and  served 
one  term  as  an  ANS  trustee.  A Fife  Fellow  of  the  ANS, 
Rick  is  also  a Fellow  of  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society 
and  a member  of  the  French,  Italian,  and  Swiss 
Numismatic  Societies.  Rick’s  affiliation  with  the  ANS, 
however,  began  much  earlier.  After  his  first  visit  to  the 
ANS  in  the  late  1960s,  Rick  became  a member.  By  then, 
the  young  man  had  his  mind  firmly  set  on  collecting 
Roman  Republican  coins. 

Rick’s  passion  for  numismatics  was  indirectly  prompt- 
ed by  his  paternal  grandmother’s  gifts  of  the  Whitman 
penny  boards  (and  coins  to  fill  the  holes)  that  he  and  his 
siblings  received  from  her  every  Christmas.  Rick  was 
indifferent  to  this  board-filling  activity  until  one  of  his 
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Heidi  Becker  and  Rick  with  son  Andy  Witschonke  in 
Venice,  Gritti  Palace,  July  1 999. 


fifth-grade  classmates  offered  to  buy  some  of  Rick’s 
coins  for  five  dollars.  Coin  collecting  did  not  seem  so 
dull  anymore!  Excited  by  the  profitability  of  this  simple 
transaction,  Rick  bought  his  older  brother’s  coins  for 
three  dollars  and  made  a handsome  profit  selling  them 
to  the  same  classmate  for  ten.  Rick  then  attempted  to 
buy  his  sister’s  coins,  but  was  rebuked  by  Kathy  for 
selling  Grandma’s  gifts.  Then,  a few  days  later,  it 
dawned  on  Rick  that  it  might  be  fun  to  continue  col- 
lecting, so  he  offered  to  buy  back  the  coins  he  had  sold 
to  his  classmate.  They  had,  predictably,  already  been 
sold,  but  Rick  had  been  bitten  by  the  bug.  The  first  coins 
Rick  collected  were  U.S.-type  coins  and  dollar-size 
world  coins.  By  the  time  he  turned  sixteen,  Rick  already 
had  a few  Roman  Republican  denarii  in  his  collection, 
but  his  interest  in  these  coins  was  intensified  by  the 
book  by  Rev.  Edward  A.  Sydenham,  The  Coinage  of  the 
Roman  Republic.  The  best  source  of  information  on 
Roman  Republican  coinage  at  the  time,  the  book 
inspired  Rick  to  learn  more  about  the  coins  he  decided 
to  collect.  Republican  denarii,  beautiful  coins  of  uni- 
form size,  were  affordable  for  a young  collector,  and 
there  were  so  many  rare  and  interesting  types  that  one 
could  never  hope  to  complete  the  full  series.  What  more 
could  a true  numismatist  want? 

Another  important  event  that  influenced  Rick  as  a coin 
collector  was  his  meeting  with  Charles  Hersh,  a promi- 
nent banker  and  numismatist  who,  on  a Fulbright  schol- 
arship in  London,  helped  G.  C.  Haines  and  L.  Forrer 
edit  Sydenham’s  volume.  Rick’s  meeting  with  Hersh 
happened  at  the  coin  auction  of  the  Thomas  Olive 
Mabbott  collection  (sold  by  Hans  Schulman)  at  New 
York  City’s  Waldorf-Astoria  hotel  in  1969.  They  struck 
up  a conversation  that  resulted  in  a long  and  productive 
friendship.  In  1998,  Rick  sponsored  a Festschrift  in 
honor  of  Charles  Hersh’s  seventy-fifth  birthday.  The 
volume  was  edited  by  Andrew  Burnett  and  Ute 
Wartenberg  and  presented  to  Charles  in  June  1998,  just 
six  months  before  his  untimely  death.  Rick  numbers 


among  his  friends  many  prominent  coin  collectors, 
dealers,  scholars,  and  curators:  Bill  Metcalf,  Alan 
Walker,  Basil  Demetriadi,  Michel  Amandry,  and 
Andrew  Burnett,  among  many  others.  Rick  has  always 
made  his  collection  available  for  study  by  serious  schol- 
ars of  numismatics  and  by  fellow  collectors.  For  exam- 
ple, a number  of  provincial  coins  from  his  collection 
were  published  in  RPC  I.  Rick  thoroughly  enjoys  meet- 
ing the  many  numismatic  scholars  who  visit  the  ANS 
each  year. 

Currently,  Rick  resides  in  rural  New  Jersey  with  his 
lovely  companion,  Heidi  Becker,  whom  he  met  in  1997 
through  a mutual  friend  and  colleague  of  his,  Steve. 
When  Heidi's  husband  died  of  cancer  in  the  winter  of 
1997,  leaving  her  and  their  three  daughters  (Erin, 
Chrissy,  and  Katie)  behind,  Rick  and  Steve  decided  to 
invite  Heidi  and  her  daughters  on  a sailing  trip  in  the 
British  Virgin  Islands.  They  sailed  around  Tortola  for  a 
week,  enough  time  for  Rick  to  fall  in  love  with  Heidi. 
For  several  years,  the  couple  had  a long-distance  rela- 
tionship while  Rick  was  still  working  in  Palo  Alto, 
California.  In  2001,  he  retired  and  moved  to  New 
Jersey.  Rick  has  two  sons:  Nathaniel,  who  was  born  in 
1970  and  now  lives  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters  in 
New  Hampshire;  and  Andrew,  born  in  1986,  who  is  a 
junior  at  the  California  Polytechnic  University  at 
Pomona,  majoring  in  landscape  architecture. 

In  addition  to  his  curatorial  duties  at  the  ANS,  Rick 
serves  as  a member  of  the  Library  Committee  and  is  co- 
director (with  Peter  van  Alfen)  of  the  ANS  Summer 
Seminar.  In  January,  2006  he  served  as  Chairperson  for 
the  annual  ANS  Gala  and  the  Library  Chair  book 
auction.  Rick  recently  coauthored  an  article  on  the 
Fimbria  cistophorus  with  Michel  Amandry,  which 
article  was  published  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics  16-17.  He  plans  to  continue  his  research 
and  publications  on  the  coinage  of  the  Roman  Republic 
and  to  remain  actively  involved  with  the  ANS  where 
his  experience,  talent,  and  dedication  are  greatly  appre- 
ciated. EHHul 
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Book  Reviews 


Adnan  Djaroueh.  Encyclopedia  of 
Syrian  Paper  Money.  Beirut:  Dar  al 
Mourad,  2005.  Hb.,  594pp.,  color  illus. 
throughout.  ISBN  9953-406-13-8. 
$160.00.  Available  from  the  author  at 
www.syrianpapermoney.com. 

While  interest  in  the  study  of  the 
world's  paper  currency  has  grown 
steadily  since  the  late  twentieth  cen- 
tury and  continues  to  expand,  the 
issues  of  the  modern  Middle  East 
have  sometimes  failed  to  garner  the 
same  close  attention  as  the  tradition- 
ally more  popular  issues  of  Europe 
and  East  Asia.  While  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  current  crises  in  Iraq 
and  Palestine  will  make  Middle 
Eastern  notaphily  a topical  pursuit,  to 
date  there  have  been  very  few  spe- 
cialized catalogues  published  that 
offer  detailed  coverage  of  the  notes 
issued  by  the  various  political  and 
banking  entities  of  the  region.  Adnan 
Djaroueh’s  new  work  attempts  to 


improve  this  situation  by  providing  a 
thorough  and  stunningly  produced 
look  at  the  paper  money  of  Syria 
from  the  time  of  the  French  mandate 
(1919-1942)  down  to  1998. 

Before  launching  into  the  study  of 
the  notes,  the  author  provides  a his- 
torical overview  of  paper  money  in 
Syria  from  the  issues  of  the  Banque 
imperiale  ottomcine  used  in  the  late 
nineteenth  and  early  twentieth  cen- 


turies, while  the  region 
still  formed  part  of  the 
dying  Ottoman  Empire, 
to  the  colonial  paper 
money  of  the  French 
mandate  (1920-1942), 
to  the  various  notes 
issued  by  Syrian  banks 
after  the  state  claimed 
its  independence  in 
1942.  Here  Djaroueh 
does  an  admirable  job 
of  contextualizing  Syrian  currency 
not  only  from  a historical  perspective 
but  also  with  respect  to  the  several 
coinages  and  foreign  paper  money 
that  circulated  alongside — or  in  place 
of  it — at  various  times. 

The  first  chapter  serves  to  introduce 
the  design  and  political  circum- 
stances of  paper  money  issued  for  use 
in  Syria.  Using  an  impressive  array  of 
printer’s  proofs,  primarily  for  the 
1919  and  1920  Banque  de  Syrie 
issues  and  the  Banque  centrale  de 
Syne/Central  Bank  of  Syria  emis- 
sions of  1958  and  1966,  as  well  as  a 
sampling  of  specimen  notes,  the 
author  charts  the  development  of 
Syrian  banknote  designs  prior  to 
printing.  A table  of  signatures  appear- 
ing on  Syrian  paper  money  from 
1919  to  1998  is  also  provided  to  aid 
in  issue  identification.  Particularly 
valuable  for  the  specialist  is  the  inclu- 
sion of  a large  dossier  of  laws, 
decrees,  and  resolutions  relating  to 
Syrian  currency  of  the  French  man- 
date period  and  the  modern  Syrian 
republic. 

While  this  chapter  provides  much 
useful  background  information  on  the 
production  and  issue  of  paper  money 
in  Syria,  we  would  have  liked  to  have 
seen  some  detailed  discussion  of 
overprinting  and  the  reissue  of  older 
emissions.  The  various  political 
crises  that  afflicted  Syria  during  the 
French  mandate  and  the  early  inde- 
pendent period  meant  that  the  curren- 
cy was  frequently  subject  to  revalida- 
tion through  overprinting  until  the 
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formation  of  the  Central  Bank  of 
Syria  in  1958. 

In  chapter  2,  the  author  catalogues 
some  two  hundred  individual  issues 
of  Syrian  paper  money,  beginning 
with  the  5 piastres  of  1919  issued  by 
the  Banque  de  Syrie  and  concluding 
with  the  Central  Bank  of  Syria’s  500 
Syrian  pounds  of  1998.  The  currency 
of  the  late  Ottoman  period  is  exclud- 
ed from  the  catalogue,  since  it  was 
not  issued  specifically  for  use  in 
Syria.  Likewise,  the  Egyptian  pound, 
initially  used  in  Syria  between  the 
collapse  of  Ottoman  authority  in  the 
region  and  the  French  mandate,  is  not 
listed,  as  its  circulation  in  Syria  was 
largely  a stopgap  measure.  The  1949 
Bon  de  Caisse  provisional  issues  of 
250  and  500  livres  are  also  omitted 
because  they  were  almost  immediate- 
ly withdrawn  from  circulation  in 
accordance  with  the  legislation  of 
August  6,  1950.  Besides,  as  these 
issues  were  really  filled-out  forms 
rather  than  the  usual  paper  money, 
they  belong  somewhat  more  to  the 
purview  of  the  scripophile  than  the 
notaphile. 

The  face  and  back  of  each  cata- 
logued note  are  fully  described  and, 
perhaps  most  importantly,  illustrated 
by  beautiful  color  photographs  in  1 : 1 
scale,  or  more  frequently,  in  enlarge- 
ments. The  quality  of  the  photogra- 
phy is  superlative  and  raises  the  bar 
of  excellence  for  all  future  currency 
catalogues.  After  feasting  on  the 
vibrant  colors  and  sharp  definition  of 
the  notes  illustrated  in  the 
Encyclopedia  of  Syrian  Paper 
Money,  it  is  very  difficult  to  go  back 
to  looking  at  photographs  in  earlier 
works  on  paper  money  without  some 
sense  of  disappointment  and  longing 
for  images  like  those  that  Djaroueh 
has  now  provided.  We  hope  that  other 
cataloguers  will  take  note. 

Among  the  many  highlights  of  the 
catalogue  are  the  rare  500-piastres 
note  issued  by  the  Banque  de  Syrie  in 
1920  (SY  17),  the  25  livres  provi- 


sional issue  of  Banque  de 
Syrie  et  du  Grand-Liban  of 
1939  (SY  46),  and  an 
undenominated,  unsigned, 
and  undated  specimen  note 
of  the  Bon  de  Caisse 
branch  of  the  Banque  de 
Syrie  et  du  Grand-Liban 
(SY  103).  Also  of  interest 
to  specialists  in  monetary 
stamps  is  the  full  run  of 
undated  provisional  tim- 
bres fiscals  of  the  early 
Syrian  Republic  (c.  1942) 

(SY  89-93). 

The  third  and  final  chap- 
ter is  dedicated  to  the  secu- 
rity features  found  on 
Syrian  currency.  Until  the 
late  1990s,  the  primary 
security  feature  was  the 
watermark,  which  fre- 
quently depicted  the  head 
of  an  Arabian  horse  but 
sometimes  also  various 
images  of  ancient  Syrian 
artefacts  or  the  portrait  of 
President  Hafez  al-Assad 
(1971-2000),  whose  cult 
of  personality  dominated 
the  Syrian  political  land- 
scape in  the  late  twentieth 
century.  Here  the  author 
provides  a table  of  all  the 
watermarks  with  enlarged 
photographs  of  each  type. 

The  issues  of  1997  and 
1998  receive  a special  sec- 
tion of  their  own,  because 
they  included  a number  of 
additional  modern  safe- 
guards such  as  microprint- 
ing, a foil  security  thread, 
and  a see-through  rendering  of  the 
Syrian  coat-of-arms. 

The  book  concludes  with  an  index 
and  table  listing  the  various  issues  by 
year  and  denomination,  as  well  as  an 
index  of  architectural  monuments 
and  artefacts  depicted  in  the  vignettes 
and  watermarks  of  Syrian  currency. 
In  keeping  with  the  rest  of  the  vol- 


ume, even  the  indices  are  lavishly 
illustrated.  Both  issue  indices  include 
thumbnail  images  of  the  notes  in 
question,  while  the  index  of  monu- 
ments includes  small  sepia-toned 
photographs  of  the  real  buildings  and 
objects  illustrated  on  the  money.  The 
latter  are  especially  helpful  for  those 
wishing  to  make  comparison  with 
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their  artistic  rendering  as  vignettes. 

The  only  real  drawback  to  the  pre- 
sent work  is  the  fact  that  it  is  written 
almost  entirely  in  Arabic,  with 
English  parallel  text  provided  only 
for  the  foreword,  prelude,  and  indices 
of  emissions  and  denominations. 


This  is  somewhat  unfortu- 
nate, because  this  subject  is 
not  only  of  interest  to  spe- 
cialists in  Middle  Eastern 
currencies,  who  are  likely 
to  have  Arabic  reading 
knowledge,  but  also  to  stu- 
dents of  the  broader  mone- 
tary history  of  the  French 
colonial  empire,  who  per- 
haps may  not  have  such  a 
solid  grasp  of  Arabic. 
Thankfully,  the  author  is 
presently  working  on  a full 
English  translation,  which  will  do 
much  to  increase  the  accessibility  of 
the  Encyclopedia.  Still,  anyone  with 
access  to  the  second  and  third  vol- 
umes of  Pick’s  Standard  Catalog  of 
World  Paper  Money  should  have  lit- 
tle difficulty  navigating  the  present 
catalogue,  but  without  Arabic  they 


will  miss  out  on  the  majority  of 
Djaroueh’s  introductory  text,  as  well 
as  the  commentary  on  security  fea- 
tures, vignette  sources,  and  the 
dossier  of  documents  relating  to 
Syrian  paper  money. 

Nevertheless,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  Adnan  Djaroueh’s  book  is 
a monumental  work  that  lays  the 
foundation  for  future  research  on  the 
money  of  modern  Syria.  While  it  is  a 
worthy  addition  to  the  bookshelf  of 
any  notaphile,  its  large  size  (32  x 28 
cm)  and  beautiful  execution  also 
make  the  Encyclopedia  of  Syrian 
Paper  Money  an  appropriate  book  to 
grace  the  the  coffee  table.  Because  of 
its  extremely  high  production  values, 
it  is  not  only  a pleasure  for  one  to 
read,  but  also  for  one  to  be  seen  read- 
ing it. 

— Oliver  D.  Hoover 


Omer  Diler,  1945-2005 

by  Emine  Nur  Diler 

Born  in  Istanbul  in  1945,  Omer  Diler  was  educated  as  a chemical  engineer  but  became  interested  in  coins  when 
he  was  given  a rare  Ottoman  gold  coin  as  a present  in  1972,  and  thus  his  first  numismatic  interest  was 
Ottoman  currency.  Long  years  spent  at  antique  shops  sifting  through  thousands  of  copper,  silver,  and  gold 
coins — before  they  ended  up  in  the  melting  pot — gave  him  a sound  base  of  numismatic  experience.  He  became 
astute  at  pinpointing  mints,  shrewd  at  differentiating  the  real  from  the  fake,  and 
adept  at  spotting  the  rare  coin.  His  interests  led  him  to  learn  Ottoman  Turkish 
and  Arabic,  and  his  focus  also  changed  from  solely  Ottoman  numismatics  to 
the  much  wider  field  of  Islamic  numismatics.  He  read  extensively  in  his  ever 
growing  library,  comparing  his  readings  with  coin  samples.  His  earlier  interest  in 
collecting  faded  and  was  replaced  by  his  research.  His  extensive  work  on 
Islamic  mints  continued  to  the  end  of  his  life.  Eventually,  his  interest  in  the 
llkhanids  surpassed  his  other  interests;  his  book  on  the  topic  had  been  com- 
pleted, and  he  was  working  on  the  corrections  when  he  passed  away.  Now 
published,  his  llkhans:  Coinage  of  the  Persian  Mongols  will  join  his  earlier  book  Titles  and  Epithets  of  Islamic  Towns  / 
Sehir  Lakaplari  (2001)  as  a definitive  study.  Another  work  that  was  near  completion  when  he  died,  Islamic  Mints,  a refer- 
ence book  covering  thousands  of  mints,  will  be  published  in  the  near  future  as  well.  Diler  was  the  ANS’s  Contributing 
Editor  from  Turkey  for  quite  a number  of  years,  and  he  served  in  this  capacity  for  a number  of  other  journals  as  well.  He 
published  articles  frequently  in  many  journals  and  was  a frequent  speaker  at  international  numismatic  conventions.  He 
was  one  of  those  people  who  abandoned  his  profession  for  his  hobby  and  made  his  hobby  his  profession.  A meticulous 
and  dedicated  numismatist,  Diler  died  of  lung  cancer  on  March  18,  2005.  E2M3 
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The  American  Numismatic  Society"  s 


The  2007  Annual  Dinner  Gala 

In  Honor  of  Chester  L.  Krause, 

Pioneer  Numismatic  Publisher  of  the  Modern  Era 

Thursday,  January  II,  2007  at  The  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel,  301  Park  Avenue  [at  50th],  New  York  City 

* 

The  youngest  of  six  children,  Chester  (Chet)  L.  Krause  was  bom  in  the  Township  of  Helvetia  in  rural 
Wisconsin  in  1923.  After  graduating  high  school  in  Iola,  he  joined  the  U.S.  army  to  fight  in  World  War 
II,  and  after  an  honorable  discharge  in  1947,  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  worked  as  a carpenter. 

Chet  put  his  hometown  of  Iola,  Wisconsin,  on  the  world  publishing  map.  In  1952,  Chet  founded  Krause 
Publications  by  producing  a single-page  introductory  issue  of  Numismatic  News.  In  the  ensuing 
decades,  Krause  Publications  developed  a successful  strategy  for  recognizing  specialty  publishing 
niches. 

Chet  has  been  active  in  his  community  over  the  years  as  a member  of  the  Iola  board  of  Trustees,  the 
Waupaca  County  Selective  Service  Board,  the  First  State  Bank  of  Iola  Board  of  Directors,  the  National 
Advisory  Council  of  the  Marshfield  Clinic,  and  has  been  an  active  supporter  of  Rawhide  Boys  Ranch 
for  troubled  youth.  Currently  Chet  serves  as  an  honorary  board  member  for  the  Fields  of  Honor 
Veterans  Museum  in  Oshkosh,  WI,  and  is  the  honorary  Chairman  of  the  Wisconsin  Lions  Foundation,  Lions  Pride  Campaign. 
In  1990  he  was  named  Wisconsin  Small  Business  Person  of  the  Year. 

Chet’s  love  of  coin  collecting  let  to  his  foray  into  publishing,  and  he  remains  a fixture  in  the  numismatic  hobby.  He  has 
received  numerous  awards  from  the  ANA,  and  is  a member  of  the  ANA’s  Hall  of  Fame.  He  is  an  Honorary  Fellow  and  Life 
Member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  and  will  be  receiving  the  ANS’  pretigious  Trustees’  Award  at  the  2007  Annual 
Dinner  Gala. 

Now  retired,  Chet  maintains  an  office  in  the  original  Krause  office  building  which  he  repurchased  in  2002,  located  at  160  N. 
Chet  Krause  Drive,  Iola,WI. 


For  further  information,  or  to  reserve  your  tickets  (by  Wednesday,  January  4,  2007) , contact 
Juliette  Pelletier  at  (212)  571-4470  ext.  1311  or  pelletier@numismatics.org 
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To  be  included  in  the  sale  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
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Stack’s  Auction  Schedule 
November  7-8,  2006  — Baltimore,  MD 
December  13,  2006  — Coin  Galleries* 
January  2,  2007  — Orlando,  Florida 
January  15,  2007  - New  York  City 
Ancient  and  World  Coins 
January  16-18,  2007  — New  York  City 
February  21,  2007  — Coin  Galleries* 
March  20-21,  2007  — Baltimore,  MD 
April  16-17,  2007  — New  York  City 
April  18,  2007  — Coin  Galleries* 

May  22-24,  2007  — New  York  City’ 

June  20-22,  2007  — Chicago,  Illinois 
July  17,  2007  — Coin  Galleries* 

July  1 8- 1 9,  2007  — New  York  City 
August  5-6,  2007  — Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 
September  18-20,  2007  — New  York  City 
October  16-18,  2007  — New  York  City 
November  13-14,  2007  — Baltimore,  MD 
December  12,  2007  — Coin  Galleries* 

*MaiH Internet  Bid 

Dates  subject  to  change  with  additional  dates  to  be  announced. 


HEN  THE  TIME  COMES  TO  SELL, 

it’s  important  to  turn  to  the  people  who 
are  experienced  and  world  renowned  in 
every  aspect  of  the  auction  process.  From  photography 
to  expert  and  definitive  catalogue  descriptions,  to  pre- 
sale publicity,  to  personal  service  to  both  bidders  and 
consignors,  to  financial  security,  Stack’s  brings  you  the 
team  with  unsurpassed  expertise  in  the  auction  arena.  The 
professional  numismatists  of  our  newly  expanded  firm 
are  the  only  ones  in  numismatic  history  to  have  handled 
at  auction  all  United  States  coins  ever  made — from  the 
1793  half  cent  to  the  1933  double  eagle,  including  the 
unique  1870-S  half  dime  and  1870-S  $3  gold,  and  the 
only  1933  $20  ever  to  cross  the  auction  block! 


Q.  David  Bowers  Harvey  G.  Stack  Lawrence  R.  Stack  Christine  Karstedt 


OIN  THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL 
AUCTION  FIRM  IN  THE  BUSINESS. 

If  you  are  considering  selling  and  would  like  to 
realize  top  market  price  for  your  U.S.  coins,  world 
coins,  ancient  coins,  paper  money,  tokens,  and 
medals,  we  invite  you  to  consign  to  our  remarkable 
2007  auction  season. 

Simply  call  one  of  our  consignment  advisors  below 
and  soon  you  will  be  receiving  a very  generous 
check! 


Jtac/tt 


Trusted  Names,  Familiar  Faces, 

Dynamic  Results! 


Rick  Bagg  Vicken  Yegparian  John  Pack  Scott  Mitchell  John  Kraljevich 
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Stack’s  Proudly  Announces  the  Auction  of 

United  States  Gold  Coins 
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